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The objects which the Compiler of this summary has had 
in view, are to pnt into the hands of students of modern 
history, and newspaper readers, a handy book of 
reference in which they would be able readily to see 
what Ministry at any one time was in power, also 
what were the chief measnres carried through by each 
Ministry, and the causes of the various changes in the 
Cabinets. He is fully aware that the whole of the 
information contained in this summary can be found in 
other books, but having continually found a difficulty him- 
self in knowing where to find in large histories and works 
of reference, a short notice relating to any recent political 
change, the idea occurred to him of arranging the political 
history of England during this century under the difiierent 
Ministries. It is this arrcmgement only which is original 
in the book, — the matter is, of course, a mere compilation 
from various sources. 

The chief sources of information referred to by the 
Compiler are The Annual Register, The Compaulwx. 
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to the British Almanack, Alison's History, Sir George 
C. Lewis' Administrations of Great Britain, Haydn's 
Dictionary of Dates, Ewald's Last Century of Universal 
History, &c. When the work was nearly finished 
Mr. Irving's Annals of Our Time was published; this 
gives a most complete snmmary of the events of the 
present reign, well arranged, and supplies to a great 
extent the want of easy reference for the last thirty years; 
but as the arrangement of events is there by years and 
not by Ministries, it does not quite answer the purpose 
of the Compiler of this Handbook : moreover, it embraces 
a shorter period, and enters much more into general 
detail than he has attempted. 

The arrangement here adopted is too simple and self- 
evident to require more than a cursory notice. A table 
of the Administrations from the Accession of George m. 
is given in the beginning, and then each Uttle chapter 
contains the abstract history of. the Administration, its 
formation, measures, and the cause of its break up, 
detailed as briefly as possible. 

F. C. C. 

WooDLEiGH Cottage, Soitthbobough, 
November 22, 1869. 
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List of the Administrations of Great Britaiis 



Year of 

Appoint- 

mont. 



1762 



1763 



1766 



1766 



1770 

1782 
1782 

1783 
1783 

1801 

1804 
1806 



1807 

1809 
J8J2 



Pbimb MnCISTKR. 



Leader of the other House. 



Duke of Newcastle 



Earl of Bute 



Mr. George Grenville 



Mr. Pitt 



Mr. Fox 



Lord Egremont 

Duke of Bedford, Aug. 1 763 



Marquis of Bockingham ..... ! General Conway 



Duke of Grafton 



Lord North. 



Marquis of Bockingham 
Earl of Shelhume 



Duke of Portland 
Mr. Pitt 



Mr. Addington 



Mr. Pitt, 2nd time. 
Lord Grenville 



Mr. C. Townshend 
Lord North, 1767 



Earl Gower 

Earl Bathorst, 1779 

Mr. Fox 

Mr. Pitt 



Lord North, 



Earl Gower .... 
Lord Grenville 

Lord Pelham .... 



Lord Hawkesbnry 

Mr. Fox 

Lord Howick (Sept.) 



Duke of Portland \ Mr. Perceval 



/ 



Mr. Spencer Perceval 
J^ari of Liverpool 



Earl of Liverpool 

Viscount Castlereagh 

Mr. GtOT^ CttDxiing^ 1822 



Duration. 



Years. 

8 



12 



17 

3 

1 
1 



2 
14 



Days. 
52 



322 



87 



21 



179 



34 

132 
266 

260 
80 

56 

246 
64 



270 



( « ) 

from &t AocEBSioN of Gbobqe III. 



Chh ol Ch*Dgs of Cibliut. 



Whig _, 

Modente 
Whig 

Whig 

Tory 

Whig 

Wlug 

CoalitdoD _ 
T017 

Tray 

Tory 

WtigCoali- 
dOD, called 
"All the 
T»lento" 

TotyCoab- 

Tcay 

Tory „,.. 



BeBignation, in conseqaencs of Hr. Pitt's retirement ; 

upon his jiroi")su! to attack Sirain being rejected 1 

by the Conneil. Mr. Pitt was the real head of the 

GovemmcDt. 
Resi^fltion of Pren]i*r, in coDieqnence of bis great 

unjiopuliiritv, IkiiL in and ont of Parliament. 
Dismissed br the Kins, who was insolted by the 

eiciosion of his moUier's name from the Regency 

Bill. 
Kesigned, as they were obliged to do, since the King 

had desired Mr. Pitt ((^albam) to fonn a new 

Cabinet. 
Resignation, in conseqnence of L«rd Chatham's 

desertion, the Pretnier bcinf; i.aJy a nominee of 

Lord Chatliam's. He wfts also, it is said, drfyen 

WTi'sign liytilt saTcaaiMu-f" Junius. " 1 



Death of the Premier. 



I the tenns of peace with 



Dismissed by King on defeat of the India Bill. 

Besignalion of Mr. \'h\, as ilic Kinj; rrfiised Ui pn 
tarn the qaestion i..!' Ki>miin Calholie Kmanci|>iil 



Death of the Premier. 

Dismissed by King, as they refused to pledge them- 
selyes not to propose any concession to Romi 
Catholics. 



Death of the Premier. 



wination of the Premier. 
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List of the Administrations of Great Britain 



Tear of 
Appoint- 
ment. 



Pbxmx Mimibtbb. 



Leader of the other HooBe. 



Daration. 



1827 
1827 

1828 

1830 

1834 
1834 
1835 
1841 



1846 

1852 
1853 

1855 

1858 
1859 

1865 
1866 
1868 

1868 



Mr. George Canning. 
Lord Goderich 



Duke of Wellington 
Earl Grey 



Lord Melbourne 

Sir Robert Peel 

Lord MeUfourne, 2nd time. 
Sir Robert Peel, 2nd time. 



Lord John Rnssell 

Earl of Derby 

Earl of Aberdeen .. 



Viscount Palmerston. 



Earl of Derby, 2nd time 

Viscount Palmerston, 2nd 
time. 

Earl Russell, 2nd time 

Earl of Derby, 3rd time 

Mr. Disraeli 



Mr. Gladstone 



Lord Goderich 
Mr. Huskisson 

Mr. Peel 



Lord Althorp , 



Lord Althorp 

Duke of Wellington 

Lord John Russell 

Duke of Wellington 



Marquis of Lansdowne . 

Mr. Disraeli 

Lord John Russell 



Earl Granville 

Mr. Disraeli ... 
Earl Granyille 



Mr. Gladstone .... 

Mr. Disraeli 

Earl Malmesbury 

Earl Granville .... 



Tears. 


Days. 


— 


121 




168 


2 


301 


3 


231 


_ 


128 


— 


131 


6 


138 


4 


293 


5 


239 


__■ 


300 


2 


45 


3 


17 


1 


111 


6 


128 


— . 


249 


1 


238 


— 


281 


— 


— 



N,B. — The names of the PiemieT^ "vrlio «&t in the House of Lords 



( XI ) 

from the. Aooession of GEoaaB HI. — (continv^d). 



Party 

in 
PolitioB. 



GRose of Change of Cabinet. 



Beign. 



Coalition 

Ck)alitioii 

Tory ~ 

Whig. The 
** Reform 
Ministry" 

Whig 

Tory 

Whig 

Tory 

Whig 

Tory 

Liberal 
Coalition 

Liberal ..... 

Conservative 
Liberal 

Liberal 

Conservative 
Conservative- 
Liberal ».... 



Death of the Premier. 

Resignation of Premier, from inability to manage 
his Cabinet. 

Resignation, as they were opposed to all Reform, 
when the House and country were set upon it. 

Split in the Cabinet upon the Irish question. 



Dismissed by the King peremptorily. 

Repeated defeats on Irish Church question. 

Passing of votes of want of confidence. 

Defeated on the Life Preservation Bill for Lreland — 
the Protectionists, estranged by the Premier's con- 
version to Free Trade, voting against the Govern- 
ment. 

Defeated on the Militia Bill, by Lord Palmerston, 
who had just been removed from the Foreign Office. 

Defeated on the Budget. 

Resignation of Premier, on motion for inquiry into 
the state of our army in the Crimea being carried. 

Defeated on the Foreign Conspiracy to Murder Bill, 
which the Premier introduced at request of the 
lYench Emperor. 

Defeated on the Reform BilL 

Death of the Premier. 

Defeated on the Reform Bill. 

Resignation of the Premier, on account of ill-health. 

Resignation, on the general election returning a large 
Liberal majority. 



J 



George IV. 

Jan. 29, 

1820— 

June 26, 

I8d0. 



WilliamIV. 

June 26, 
- 1830-- 

June 20, 
1837. 



Victoria. 

June 20, 

1837. 



are in Italics. The others sat in the HoTiBe oi CommoxA. 



MR. PITT'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 



1783-1801. 



THE CABINET. 

1 . First Lord of the Treasury and ) ,c^ -p;^^ £^„x x- ,^ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ] ^"^^ ^'"' **"' *'"'"• 

2. Lord Chancellor „ Lord Loughborongh. 

3. Lord President of Council Earl of Chatham. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Lord Westmorland. 

5. Home Secretan- | ^ot SX"'*' ^""'" '° ** """'' 

6. Foreign Secretan* Duke of Portland. 

7. Colonial Secretarj- Mr. Dundas. 

8. First Lord of Admiralty Earl Spencer. 

9. President of Board of Control { ^'j-i^e^,"-^" (after,vards Lord 
10. Secretan- at AVar Mr. Windham. 



MR. PITT'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 

/'row— December 27, 1783, to March 17, 1801. 

Duration — 17 years and 80 days. 

iiei^n— George III. 

Party—Tory ; but embracing the Moderate Whigs. 

Principal Events — ^Financial Reform, India Bill, Revolution in France, 

Revolutionary War with France, Trial of Warren Hastings, War 

with Tippoo Sahib, Legislative Union of Great Britain and 

Ireland. 
Parliaments Dissolved — March 25, 1784, to strengthen the position of 
Ministers. 

June 19, 1790. 

May 20, 1796. 

December 31, 1800. The new Parliament which assembled after 
this election was the first Imperial Parliament of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 
Speaker of the House of Commons : — 

Mr. C. W. Cornwall, died January 2, 1789. 

Mr. W. W. Grenville, resigned, May 1789 (afterwards Lord 
Grenville). 

Mr. H. Addington (afterwards Lord Sidmouth). 

1801. — On January 1, 1801, the union of the legislatures of 
Great Britain and Ireland was effected, the frame of our Govern- 
ment was renovated and enlarged, and the King assumed a new 
style and new titles. Apart, therefore, from its being the first day 
of a new century, it forms a fit era on which to commence an 
historical summary of our modem administrations. At that 
period the great French war, which had been carried on since 
1793, was still , raging, and Napoleon was First Consul of France. 
His great object in the war was to strike at the root of England's 
naval power and greatness by cutting off as much as possible the 
sources of her commerce. Her Transatlantic colonies, in the 
reduced state of his army, were beyond his reach ; but India, the 
great fountain of England's wealth, it seemed not impossible to 
reach, by means of political intrigues, as well ^<^ «rBi^> 'Oox^^'^ 
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the establishment of a French colony in Egypt ; and he also 
hoped, by thus rendering France the mistress of the Mediterranean, 
to divide with Great Britain the empire of the ocean. 

The legislative union had been effected by Mr. Pitt, whose 
Ministry had been in power since 1783. When first made Prime 
Minister by George III., Mr. Pitt was only twenty-five years of 
age. The majority in the Honse of Commons had been adverse, but 
after a few months this adverse majority had dwindled down ; and 
after the dissolution in 1784, the general election which returned 
a House of Commons, two-thirds of whom were pledged to support 
his Ministry, determined for more than forty years the govern- 
ment of England, since the party then established continued, with 
the short exception of the Whig Government of 1806, to govern 
the country on Tory principles till 1830. In the first Session of 
the new Parliament, Mr. Pitt carried his India Bill, establishing 
the Ministerial Board of Control and the double government 
which, with modifications, existed till the year 1858. Besides 
this, the chief public transactions in Mr. Pitt's first ten years of 
office were his Financial System, the Commercial Treaty with France 
in 1786, the invasion of Holland in 1787, and the Kegency Ques- 
tion in 1788. With a vigorous hand he had pruned the luxuriance 
of prodigality, and introduced sound economical principles: a 
reduction of the tea and other duties had checked smuggling and 
increased consumption; and a prudent economy had enabled him 
to set apart a million a year as a sinking fund for a reduction of 
the National Debt, according to his bill carried in 1786. But in 
1793 the untoward rush of events on the Continent entailed the 
commencement of the long war against France, and checked 
Mr. Pitt's career ; and the beneficent spirit of social amelioration 
slumbered till the accession of Mr. Canning, Mr. Pitt's favourite 
disciple, to supreme power in 1827. 

The Imperial Parliament met for the first time on Januar}^ 
22. Mr. Addington was re-elected Speaker, and on the 2Dd 
February, the King formally opened the Session, referring in his 
speech chiefly to our relations with the Continental Powers. 
Amendments were proposed on the Address in both Houses, but 
were rejected by large majorities; but from the tone of the 
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debates it was manifest that all were alive to the critical and 
alarming situation in which the country was placed. The south 
and west of Europe, subdued by the arms of France, were 
detached from all co-operation with England in. the war, or were 
dragged into the stream of hostility against her. The Northern 
Powers, envious of our commercial and naval greatness, and 
instigated by the intrigues of Buonaparte, revived claims incon- 
sistent with both, and were prepared to enforce them by arms. 
At the time when the British nation, threatened by foreign inva- 
sion, hard pressed by scarcity, and anticipating famine, looked 
for a supply of foreign grain, the Baltic and Danish Ports were 
shut against her. 

The internal state of the country also presented difficulties of 
no ordinary kind. Mr. Pitt, in bringing about the legislative 
union of England and Ireland, had pledged himself to the Irish 
Roman Catholics, that the removal of the Catholic disabilities 
should immediately follow the union, and was, indeed, to be con- 
sidered part of the plan. The King, however, was resolutely 
opposed to grant this relief to the Boman Catholics : to do so 
would be, in his opinion, to violate his coronation oath, and con- 
sequently when Mr. Pitt stated to the King his wish to introduce 
such relief as a Cabinet measure, he was met by a positive 
refusal ; and owing to the King's malady increasing, which was 
probably brought on by his over-anxiety and vexation, it was 
impossible farther to discuss the question with him. No other 
course, therefore, remained for Mr. Pitt but to resign his 
post. This resignation of an office which he had held for seven- 
teen years, and which he had administered with such disinterested 
zeal for the honour of his country, was effected without any oral 
communication with the King, probably because the Minister knew 
that it was hopeless to try and alter the King's determination ; 
even if the discussion upon a subject which he regarded with such 
morbid dislike, and the prospect of parting with a servant on 
whom he had so long relied, did not materially affect his reason. 

On the 10th February notice of the besignation of the 
MiNiSTBT was given in both Houses. Some have considered that 
the Catholic question was only the ostensible cause ol Mx«^^^% 
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resignation, and that the real reason was hecause the Minister 
perceived that England would he ohliged to make peace ; and 
that on terms inconsistent with those opinions which he had 
always advanced. 

On Fehmary 11 Sir John Mitford was elected Speaker in the 
room of Mr. Addington, who resigned. 



MR. ADDINCtTON'S ADMINISTRATION. 



1801-1804. 



THE CABINET. 



1 . First Lord of the Treasury and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 



' Mr. Addington, afterwards Lord Sid 
mouth, formerly Speaker in the 
House of Commons. 



2. Lord Chancellor Lord Eldon. 

.3. Lord President of Council Duke of Portland. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Earl of Westmorland. 

f Lord Pelham, Leader in the House of 

5. Home Secretary < Lords, resigned, June, 1803. 

LMr. C. Yorke. 

Lord fiawkesbury. In 1803 he was 
called to the House of Lords during 
his fikther's lifetime. 



6. Foreign Secretary 



7. Colonial Secretary Lord Hobart. 

8. First Lord of Admiralty Earl St. Vincent. 

9. Master-General Ordnance Earl of Chatham. 

10. President of Board of Control { Zoi^S^^^i^ftio^ j^y, 1802. 



Mr! C. Bragge, from Jane, 



1803. 



MR. ADDINGTON'S ADMINISTRATION. 

-From— March, 1801, to May, 1804. 

Duration — 3 years and 66 days. 

JReign — Grearge in. 

Party — Tory. 

Principal Events — ^The Peace of Amiens in 1802, and renewal of the 

war with France in 1803. 
Parliament Diseolved—Jvoie 29, 1802. 
Speaker of the House of Commons : — 

Sir J. Mitford, resigned, February, 1802. 

Mr. C. Abbott. 

1801. — ^It was on the 6th February, a few days before it was 
formally announced in the House, that Mr. Pitt's resignation was 
accepted by the King, and the new Ministry provisionally formed ; 
but, as has been just remarked, the change had such an effect on 
the King's mind, that it brought on an attack of insanity from 
which he did not recover till the 10th of March. At that time 
Mr. Pitt let it be known, although he did not actually say so him- 
self, that he would be willing to remain in office on the King's own 
terms ; but by that time Mr. Addington, feeling secure of possess- 
ing the King's favour, would make no overture, and would not 
concede his position ; so Mr. Pitt was obliged to withdraw, but 
he declared himself ready to give at all times to the new Ministry, 
who were then formally installed in their offices, the benefit of 
his support. 

Mr. Addington's Cabinet was a small one consisting of but 
nine persons ; of these only four were members of the House of 
Commons, and of these four all but the Premier himself were the 
eldest sons of earls. 

At the time of Mr. Addington's accession to power the House 
was divided into three parties, the first of which was far less 
numerous than the other two. They were — 

1st. The Peace Party — ^headed by Mr. Charles Fox, who were 
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more afraid of the growing influence of the Crown, than of French 
influence. 

2nd. The War Party — ^headed by the late Ministry, Mr. Pitt, 
Mr. Windham, Lord Spencer, Lord Grenville, and Mr. Dundas, 
who were less desirous of peace, than fearful lest an intercourse 
might be re-established with France which would engender and 
spread democratic principles in England; and who considered 
that war was preferable to a peace which was not concluded on 
terms perfectly and in all particulars consistent with the honour of 
England. 

' 8rd. Those who were desirous for a peace on any fair and 
reasonable terms, and were not jealous of French influence. This 
party was without a head, and in talent and power of eloquence 
could not compare with either of the others ; but it comprised a 
large number of respectable and moderate supporters, and it was 
upon them that the present Ministry relied. 

On March 12 Lord Castlereagh moved for the continuance of 
the Act for the Suppression of the Eebellion in Ireland, and the 
motion was, after some opposition, carried without a division ; and 
owing to there being some disaffection apparent in England, the 
Habeas Corpus Act was suspended during the continuance of the war. 

On the 12th of July Mr. Dundas gave a detailed account of 
the affairs of India, particularly as they were connected with 
finance, and of his own conduct during the seventeen years for 
which he had presided over the Board of Control ; and he showed 
that the financial aspect of India was becoming a satisfiustory 
one. Sir William Pnlteney's motion for establishing Free Trade 
between England and India was carried without a division, but 
was not productive of any result. Parliament was prorogued July 2. 

During the autumn the great war went on, and became more 
exciting than before, owing to the collection of a large force of all 
arms at Boulogne, with which Buonaparte intended to invade 
England, while on our side Lord Nelson was put in command of 
a flotilla of gunboats, with which to carry war home to the doors 
of France. The hostile encampments were actually in sight of 
one another across the straits of Dover. 

On the 15th August a rash attack was made upon the French 
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ships in Bonlogne harbour, which the enemy succeeded in 
repelling. But in spite of this slight advantage) it was manifest 
that many causes were acting to bring about overtures of peace 
from France. So great was the naval strength of England, that, 
at the rendezvous whence the invading army was to issue forth 
against England, every French boat had to be kept chained 
inside the harbour, under the protection of their troops and their 
batteries! At last, on the 2nd of October, pbbliminabies of 
Peace between France and England were signed in London 
by Lord Hawkesbury and Mr. Otto, by which England was to 
keep Ceylon and Trinidad, Egypt was to be restored to the Porte, 
and the rest was to be given up to France. Peace was everywhere 
proclaimed throughout Europe, and numerous treaties were signed 
during the autumn, by which the restless ambition even of 
Napoleon himself was well nigh satisfied. 

Parliament was opened October 29, and the King opened the 
Session in a speech in which he announced the convention entered 
into with the Northern Powers, and the treaty now negotiating 
with France, from which a permanent Peace was to be hoped for. 
The Address was carried unanimously. Subsequent debates 
proved that the eyes of statesmen were being opened to the 
ulterior objects of Buonaparte, with regard to Europe ; and that 
many were beginning to see, as soon as the first feelings of relief 
at the termination of the long war began to fade, that the terms 
which England had made had not been very advantageous or 
honourable. Mr. Pitt and his party gave their warm and decided 
support to the Ministry ; and Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan approved 
of the Peace, but in doing so, charged in the bitterest language 
those who had carried on the war with culpable misconduct. 
The new opposition, however, though few, were conspicuous by 
their abilities, and were represented in the Lords by the Marquis 
of Buckingham, Earls Spencer and Fitzwilliam, and Lord Grenville, 
and in the Commons by Messrs. Windham, Grenville, Elliot, Lord 
Temple, and Dr. Lawrence. 

The thanks of both Houses were voted to the army and navy 
for their services in Egypt, and after other unimportant business 
the Houses adjourned. 
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1802. — Suspicions were gradually awakened at the beginning 
of the year, in consequence of the delay in the conclusion of the 
Definitive Treaty, that Lord Comwallis and the country he repre- 
sented at the Congress at Amiens, were being trifled with. 

The treaty was signed on March 27. 

Parliament assembled on the 19th January. 

In consequence of the Speaker, Sir John Mitford, being 
appointed Lord Chancellor of Lreland, Mr. Charles Abbott was 
unanimously elected Speaker. 

On the 81st March a debate took place on the Claims of the 
Prince of Wales, on account of the arrears alleged to be due to 
him from the revenues of the Duchy of Cornwall. The House, 
by 160 to 108, decided not to enter into those Claims. 

An important debate upon the Definitive Treaty took place on 
May 18. It was brought on by a motion by Lord Grenville in the 
House of Lords, but only 16 Lords voted for the motion, and 122 
against it. 

In the Commons the question was also debated on the same 
day. Mr. Windham, in a most eloquent speech of three hours 
duration, entered most fully into the treaty, and brought forward 
a number of objections, which he supported with great ability. 
The motion was seconded by Lord Folkestone, who declared the 
British flag was disgraced by this treaty. The ablest defence of 
the treaty was by Lord Hawkesbury and Lord Castlereagh. 
Mr. Sheridan's speech on the occasion was a masterpiece of 
eloquence and replete with bitter sallies of wit directed against 
the late Ministry. On the division there were only 20 supporters 
of the motion, and 276 against it. 

The remainder of the Session was uneventful. On 28th of 
June, Parliament was prorogued, and very shortly afterwards 

DISSOLVED. 

The new Parliament met on November 16, and Mr. C. Abbott 
was re-elected Speaker. On the 23rd November the King 
formally opened the business of the Session, and in his speech 
chiefly referred to the satisfactory state of the country, the abun- 
dance of the harvest, and the prosperity of commerce. 

On the 21st December the House adjourned. 
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1803. — The year opened nnder more gloomy aspects than 
the last year promised. A growing mistmst in the ability and 
firmness of the Ministry, and demonstrations, which could not 
be mistaken, of the hostile yiews and designs of Baonaparte, and 
the almost inevitable mptnre of the Treaty of Amiens, and a re- 
newal of the war, were the most prominent features of public 
opinion. 

Parliament met on February 3. Colonel Despard, and six of 
his accomplices, were executed on February 21, for having formed 
a treasonable design to overturn the Government, assassinate the 
King, and take possession of the Houses of Parliament, and the 
Public Offices. 

The affairs of the Prince of Wales were discussed, and on 
Mr. Addington's proposition, an annual grant of 60,000^. a year 
was agreed to. 

On March 8 a message from the King was brought down to 
both Houses of Parliament, saying, that in consequence of the 
preparations in the ports of Holland and France, it was expedient 
to adopt additional measures of security. This message was the 
forerunner of the war. All minor matters were put aside, and 
the great question. Shall we have peace or war ? was paramount. 
The Address was unanimously voted in both Houses, additional 
seamen were voted, and the militia called out. 

During this time Mr. Pitt absented himself from Parliament, 
and Mr. Canning, his confidential friend, in giving his support to 
the Ministry, qualified it with so many expressions of distrust, 
that it was publicly believed that the good understanding between 
him and the Government was not continued. It was also under- 
stood, that at that time ineffectual attempts were made by Mr. 
Addington, to induce Mr. Pitt to join the Ministry ; this he only 
consented to do, if he was placed at the head of the administration, 
to which Mr. Addington and his party would not agree. 

The manner of the First Consul was at this time most annoy- 
ing, and it was evident that he was bent on renewing the war; the 
ostensible causeof the disagreement, was the continued occupation of 
Malta by the English. On the 18th March Buonaparte publicly in- 
sulted and abused Lord Whitworth, our ambassador, at a levee &itk<^ 
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Tuileries, and on the 12tli May Lord Whitworth left Parisi and 
on THE 16th May war was declared between England 
AND France. 

On the 18th May a debate on the financial condition of the 
country took place on Lord King's motion. Lord Grenville 
made a yery able and effective speech, exposing in the severest 
manner the fallacy of Mr. Addington's financial estimates, his 
failure to meet any 'of the difficulties of the occasion, and his 
culpable concealment from Parliament of the real state of the 
country. The House of Lords feeling that at this time it was 
necessary to support the Ministry, negatived Lord King's motion. 

On the 23rd May the causes of the war, and the whole conduct 
of the Ministry in the negotiation, were discussed in the House of 
Lords. There was an overwhelming majority (142 to 10) in 
favour of the Ministry. 

The debate in the House of Commons was memorable as that 
in which Mr. Pitt again appeared in his place, and delivered a 
magnificent speech in favour of going to war ; Lord Hawkesbury 
and Mr. Canning took the same side ; Mr. Fox and Mr. Wilberforce 
opposed it : on a division 898 supported the address approving of 
the war, and only 67 voted against it. 

On the 2nd of June further debates took place relative to the 
conduct of the Ministers, who obtained large majorities in both 
Houses. Mr. Pitt endeavoured to make the House evade the 
direct question of approval or censure, by moving an adjournment, 
but there was a majority of 277 against his motion. On this 
occasion, Mr. Canning, for the first time in his life, voted against 
Mr. Pitt. 

With regard to the policy of going to war at this time, 
Buonaparte himself said, that it was not his intention to have 
renewed the war in 1808, but that he intended, during a six or 
eight years' peace, to have so increased his navy and fortifications, 
that he would be able to crush England. To have avoided war, 
therefore, on this occasion, would merely have been to postpone 
it until France was better prepared. 

The remainder of the Session was principally taken up with 
considering the state of the country with regard to its defence. 
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On July 28, in consequence of a rebellions spirit of insorrec- 
tion having manifested itself in Ireland, the Habeas Corpus Bill 
was suspended. The rioters had brutally murdered in the streets 
of Dublin the yenerable Lord Chief Justice Lord Eilwarden. 

Parliament was prorogued on August 12. 

Some Ministerial changes were made at this time, which, 
however, did not materially strengthen the Ministry. Lord 
Hawkesbury was called to the Upper House ; Mr. Yorke succeeded 
Lord Pelham as one of the Secretaries of State ; and Mr. Tiemey 
was made Treasurer of the Navy, and Mr. Bragge Secretary 
at War. 

During the remainder of the year the power of Buonaparte 
spread itself completely over Europe ; and although Great Britain 
achieved brilliant victories in Lidia, and frustrated the plans of 
France in the West Indies, in Europe she was unable to do more 
than arm herself to repel any force which France might send to 
invade her. The prospect before the country seemed a very 
gloomy one, and the nation was dissatisfied with the want of 
talent displayed by Mr. Addington's Ministry, and was longing 
for the return of Mr. Pitt to power, at the head of a strong and 
vigorous Administration. 

Parliament was opened November 22. In his opening speech 
the King spoke in confident terms as to the state of preparation that 
the country was now in to repel all invasion ; and before the ad- 
journment for the Christmas recess the Suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Bill in Ireland was continued, and the army estimates 
passed. 

1804* — Early in the year the state of the King's mind gave 
again cause for great anxiety, and from February to May he con- 
tinued incapable of transacting public business. This, in a time 
of war, and when the Ministry in power had not the confidence of 
the nation, was productive of general uneasiness. 

This was further increased by the discovery of the very in- 
efficient state of the navy under the management of Lord 
St. Vincent. Mr. Pitt, on the 16th March, brought forward a 
motion for inquiry into this subject, but the motion was^ afto ^ 
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powerful debate, negatived by 201 to 180. But in spite of this 
majority, it was clear that the Ministry were losing public con- 
fidence, and being now opposed by Mr. Pitt, as well as by what 
were called the old and new oppositions viz., the Fox and 
Grenville parties, it was easy to see that they were rapidly 
sinking; the minds of the great majority of men throughout 
the nation became convinced that, at such a crisis, it was ab- 
solutely necessary for the public safety that the helm of the 
State should be placed under firmer guidance, and all eyes 
naturally turned to Mr. Pitt. 

After the Easter recess the attack was renewed by Mr. Fox 
bringing forward his motion on the 28rd of April, with respect to 
the inadequate state of the defences of the country. He was 
supported by Mr. Pitt, and the only answer which the Ministry 
had to make was to ridicule the coalition of such inveterate foes : 
in fact, the Ministerial defence was conspicuous by its want of 
ability; the chief speakers on their side being Mr. Addington, and 
the Attorney General Mr. Spencer Percival, and the Treasurer of 
the Navy Mr. Tiemey, who had always been Mr. Pitt's rancorous 
personal opponent. The Ministerial majority was only 52 (256 
to 204) ; and two days afterwards, on April 25, the majority 
dwindled to 87, after a debate on the subject of the Army of 
Reserve. Feeling their authority thus waning, the Ministry 
wisely resolved upon resigning ; for, in consideration of the state 
of the King's health, they did not like to recommend a dissolution 
of Parliament, and they were also glad to avail themselves of a 
fitting excuse to retire before the overwhelming rhetorical power 
of a combined opposition of all the prominent men, viz., Messrs. 
Pitt, Fox, Windham, Sheridan, Canning, &c. 

It was now openly stated by Ministers that they only held their 
offices during the continuance of a delicate state of public affairs. 
The opposition seeing their object gained, suspended all further 
attacks till the King's health was restored. On the 12th May, the 
day after he had again appeared in public, it was formally 
announced that Ministers had Besigned, and that their suc- 
cessors had been appointed. 
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1804-1806. 



THE CABINET. 

1. First Lord of the Treasury and ) ^^ -p.. . 

Chancellor of the Exchequer f ^' ^"• 

2. Lord Chancellor Lord Eldon. 

IDake of Portland, resigned, from fail- 
iTd S^oath, Jan. to Jane, 1805. 
Lord Camden, Jmie, 1805. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Earl of Westmorland. 

5. Master-General of Ordnance Earl of Chatham. 

6. President of Board of Control Lord Castlereagh. 

' LordMelyille, resigned in April, 1805, 
on his naval administration being 

7. First Lord of Admii'alty • impugned. 

Sir Charles Middleton (created Lord 
Barham). 

I Lord Harrowby, on Dec. 20, 1804, re- 

8. Secretary for Foreign Affairs < signedin consequence of an accident. 

( Lord Mulgrave. 

1 Earl Camden. 

9. SecretaryforW^andC^lonies I-^f-««J^frr^^^^ 

[ dency of the Board of Control. 

I Lord Molgrave. 

10. Chancellor of the Duchy of J Lord Buckinghamshire, Jan. to June, 

Lancaster. j 1805. 

( Lord Harrowby, June, 1805. 

1 1 . President of Board of Trade Duke of Montrose. 

,2. Secr.tary.Hon,c Department { ^^Knt"S ffi*:^'^' ""*'" 
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From — May, 1804, to Jaauary 6, 1806. 

Duration — 1 year and 246 days. 

Beiyn — Greorge IIL 

Party-^Torfy although many of the Tories refused to jom Mr. Pitt. 

Principal Event — ^War with France. 

Parliament Dissolved — ^none. 

Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. C. Abbott. 

1804. — It was at first thought that a coalition was to be 
formed as the basis of the new administration ; bat it was soon 
discovered that this was impracticable, partly on account of 
dififerences of opinion among the leaders of the different parties, 
partly on account of the aversion of the King to Mr. Fox. On 
the 2nd May Mr. Pitt had sent through Lord Eldon a letter to 
the King containing his view of a coalition Ministry ; but the King 
being much troubled at Mr. Addington's resignation, and being 
at first reluctant to readmit Mr. Pitt to power, had given a dis- 
couraging answer. On May 7 Mr. Pitt had a personal interview 
[he had not seen the King since 1801] , and with difficulty ob- 
tained leave to treat with Lord Grenville and his friends, as well 
as with the friends of Mr. Fox, the King positively refusing to 
admit Mr. Fox himself to office. On acquainting them with this 
decision Mr. Pitt received a letter from Lord Grenville, who 
had been his able and faithful supporter during the former war, 
refusing to accept office in an administration which excluded 
Mr. Fox ; but Mr. Fox himself acquiesced in the arrangement, and 
said that he hoped his exclusion would not prevent others from 
accepting office. Mr. Pitt bad, therefore, no alternative, but to 
form his Cabinet without the followers of Mr. Fox and Lord 
Grenville, and this he did by patching up the former Ministry 
without Mr. Addington. His Cabinet consisted of twelve members, 
balf of whom bad been members of Mr. Addingtoii!« Misi^e^srs \ 



20 MR. PITT'S SECOND ADMINISTKATION. 

and ouly two of whom, viz., Mr. Pitt and Lord Castlereagh, sat in 
the House of Commons. 

The first hnsiness of any importance by the new Ministry was 
the passing of the Volunteer Consolidation Bill, and the Additional 
Force Bill, which, however, only passed by small majorities and 
after much. opposition. The vigour and decision of Mr. Pitt's 
councils speedily appeared in the confederacy which he formed of 
the Continental States to stem the progress of French ambition ; 
nor was the ability and energy of Lord MelviUe less conspicuous 
in the rapid restoration of the navy, which, under the late disas- 
trous spirit of parsimonious reform, had degenerated into an un- 
exampled state of decrepitude and decay. On the dlst of July 
Parliament was prorogued, the King in his speech referring with 
confidence to our state of preparation for war. 

At this time Mr. Pitt's manner is described as being ' absorbed, 
melancholy, and ailing.* He evidently much felt his desertion by 
his former friends, and during the recess he had leisure to consider 
what steps he could take for strengthening his position. 

In India the war with Holkar and Scindia was continued, and 
splendid victories were obtained by Generals Lake and Wellesley 
at Assay e, Delhi, Laswarree, &c., and the war terminated glo- 
riously for the British arms. 

On December 2 Napoleon was crowned by the Pope at N6tre 
Dame. 

1805. — Mr. Pitt having in vain attempted again to persuade 
Lord Grenville to join his ministry, opened a negotiation with 
Mr. Addington, which was successful. He was raised to the 
peerage as Lord Sidmouth, and both he and his friend the Earl 
of Buckinghamshire were admitted to the Cabinet. The recon- 
ciliation, however, was hollow, and proved neither effectual nor 
durable. 

The Session opened January 15. — In his speech the King 
referred with satisfaction to our military and naval condition, 
stated that Spam had declared irar, and that Napoleon had sent 
proposals of peace with which it had been impossible to comply. 
The Address in reply was carried without opposition. 
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On a motion by Sir Evan Nepean leave was given to bring in 
a bill to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act in Ireland in consequence 
of the prevailing disaffection. In the House of Lords the rupture 
with Spain was forcibly criticized in an able speech by Lord 
Grenville : he was replied to by Lord Hawkesbury. On the same 
day (February 11) there was a long and animated debate on the 
same subject in the House of Commons. Mr. Grey led the oppo- 
sition and moved an elaborate amendment on the address moved 
by Mr. Pitt. The division took place at six o'clock in the 
morning, and there was a majority of 207 for the Ministry 
(818 to 106). 

On April 6 Mr. Whitbread moved the consideration of the 10th 
Naval Report, in which he brought forward his charges against 
Lord Melville for maladministration and peculation of the public 
monies. On a division the numbers were equal, 216 to 216, and the 
Speaker gave his casting vote in favour of the motion. 

Lord Melville accordingly placed his resignation in Mr. Pitt's 
hands; but Mr. Whitbread demanded his removal from all the 
offices which he held, and from the Boyal Councils for ever. This 
motion was, however, withdrawn, and the former resolutions 
were laid before the King by the House. On the 6th May Mr. 
Pitt rose in the House of Commons, and stated with much feeling 
that he had felt it his duty to advise the erasure of Lord Melville's 
name from the Privy Council ; and thus the Minister was obliged 
to continue his administration almost unsupported, having been 
deprived by party rancour of his only effective coadjutor. 

On May 10 Lord Grenville introduced the subject of the 
Roman Catholic Disabilities, After two nights' debate his motion 
was negatived by 178 to 49. In the House of Commons a similar 
motion was negatived by a majority of 212 (886 to 124), Mr. Pitt 
voting against the motion, on account not of its principle, but of 
its inopportuneness. 

On the 11th June Lord MelviUe was heard in his own de- 
fence at the bar of the House of Commons, and Mr. Whitbread 
moved for his impeachment. After a debate which lasted all through 
the night, the House divided at six o'clock — 195 for the impeach- 
ment, 272 against it| majority 77 ; after which another di^vaA.^"^ 
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took place on Mr. Bond's amendment. For it 288, against it 229, 
luajoritj for a criminal prosecution 9. 

On the 25th of June the House annulled these votes and yoted 
for the impeachment of Lord Melville, and on the following day 
Mr. Whithread impeached him before the House of Lords, and 
on the 4th July the articles of impeachment were exhibited. 

On the' 12th July Parliament was prorogued. 

Lord WeUesley was recalled from Lidia, and Lord Comwallis 
was again sent out as Governor-General. He arrived in July and 
died in October. 

Peace was concluded with Holkar. 

Previous to the prorogation Lord Sidmouth, having taken an 
active part against Lord Melville, and (some say) being believed 
by the Minister to possess too great an influence with the King, 
resigned, and was succeeded by Lord Camden. The Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, who also resigned, was succeeded by Lord 
Harrowby. Thus was the Minister not only deprived of the assis- 
tance of the able Lord Melville, but of the support also of Lord 
Sidmouth's followers. He stood, indeed, quite alone in the ad- 
. ministration, none of his colleagues being men of any great ability. 
Great though Mr. Pitt's genius was, it was unequal to the task 
of carrying on unaided such vast and complicated duties as now 
devolved upon him. Austria was led too precipitately to open 
the campaign against Napoleon before that system of co-operation 
agreed to by the Allies could be acted upon; and while the 
English troops destined to act in concert with those of Sweden and 
Eussia in the North of Europe had hardly landed, and the southern 
division of the English troops was inactive in the Kingdom of 
Naples, the Austrian army under General Mack was forced to 
capitulate at Ulm to the French on the 20th of October, and the 
2nd of December witnessed the total defeat of the Austrian and 
Bussian Emperors by Napoleon at Amterlitz, These disasters 
even our glorious naval victory at Trafalgar on October 21 was 
unable to overshadow, following, though it did, a succession of 
naval achievements. Under these circumstances it is not to be 
wondered at that the Minister's health, already much impaired, 
became daily worse, and that he was compelledi however reluo* 
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tantly, to quit all public bnsiness, and repair to Bath ; the nse of 
the waters of which place, it was hoped rather than expected, 
might give a fayoorable turn to his disorders. This was his con- 
dition when the news of Ansterlitz arrived to add the OYer* 
whelming weight of its signal calamity to his already over- 
burdened mind. 

1806* — On the lOth of January Mr. Pitt was moved from, 
Hath, bnt he rapidly sunk and expibbd on the mobnino of the 
28bd, in the forty-seventh year of his age, worn out by over- work. 
Parliament had met on the 21 st, bnt the opposition to the address 
was silenced by the news of the Minister's death. A vote for a 
public funeral in Westminster Abbey was passed, but 89 out of 
847 voted against it ; Mr. Windham laboured to show that Mr. Pitt 
was not a great statesman, because he had not been a successful 
one — and Mr. Fox argued that he could not declare him to be an 
excellent statesman who, in his opinion, was the sole, certainly 
the chief, supporter of a system which he, Mr. Fox, had always 
considered a ba^one. 

On February 8 a grant of 40,000Z. to pay Mr. Pitt's debts 
was carried without opposition. 

Mr. Pitt's death was considered as a vibtdal dissolution of 
THE MmsTBY, as without him his Cabinet contained no one of 
pre-eminent abilities, and no one qualified to act as its head ; and 
it was further manifested that they were without the essential 
quality of united opinion. 
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1806-1807. 



THE CABINET. 

1 . First Lord of the Treasurj- Lord Grenvillc. 

2. Chancellor of the Exchequer [^^^ Hemy Petty (afterwards Lord 

^ I Lansdowne). 

JJ. Lord Chancellor Lord Erskine. 

4. Tx>rd President of Council [ ^^^ FitzwilUam, resigned. 

] Viscount Sidmouth. 

5 Lord Privv Seal ( Viscount Sidmouth. 

ft. L.ord ravy &eai | j^^^ Holland, 1806. 

iMr. C. J. Fox (Leader in the House of 
Commons), died, September, 1806. 
Lord Spencer. 

{Earl Spencer. 
Lord Howick, Leader of the House of 
Conunons after Mr. Fox*s death. 

8. Colonial Secretarv Mr. William Windham. 

^ I Sir Charles Grej (afterwards Lord 

9. First Lord of the Admiralty J ^r^^^omas GrenviUe, 1806 (brother 

( of the Premier). 

10. President, Board of Control Lord Minto. 

11. President of Board of Trade Lord Auckland. 

12. Lord Chief Justice Lord EUenborough. 

13. Master-General of Ordnance Earl of Moira. 
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ALSO CALLED 

" THE FOX ADMINISTRATION," 

AND 

**THE MINISTRY OF ALL THE TALENTS." 

From— Januaiy, 1806, to March, 1807. 

Duration — 1 year and 64 days. 

Reign — Greorge HI. 

Party — Coalition, but with the exception of Lords Sidmouth and Ellen - 

borongh all were Whigs. 
Principal Events — ^Negotiation with France, Abolition of the Slave 

Trade. 
Parliament Dissolved—October 24, 1806. 
Speaker of the House of Commons — ^Mr. C. Abbott. 

1806* — At the time of Mr. Pitt's death there was a general 
disposition among the leaders of all parties of the Legislature, on 
account of the critical state of our relations with the Continent, to 
sink all minor differences in a general union, and to form a coali- 
tion government resting on a wide and comprehensive hasis. 
This idea, promulgated and enforced hj Lord Grenville, had heen 
adopted hy Mr. Pitt, and would have heen carried out hy him in 
1804 if his attempt to admit Fox to the Gahinet had not heen 
frustrated hy the King's absolute refusal. Hence it was that 
Mr. Pitt had heen unahle to form a strong administration, and had 
he lived the King would doubtless have heen forced by Parlia- 
mentary pressure to allow him to strengthen his position by a 
coalition. 

The King, after Mr. Pitt's death, tried to continue the 
Ministry by offering the Premiership to Lord Hawkesbury ; biii 
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that prudent nobleman declined the prize, though he made use of 
his short-lived power to accept the lucratiye sinecure of the 
Cinque Ports, — an appointment which gave rise to keen and 
acrimonious discussions. Lord Grenyille was, therefore, autho- 
rized to form a Ministry, including Mr. Fox. The coalition 
which was then formed — embracing all the chief talent of 
the nation — though at the outset it gaye an appearance 
of stability, was little calculated in the end to ensure per- 
manence. 

The Cabinet comprised the leaders of the three distinct 
parties into which the Legislature, with the exception of Mr. Pitt's 
partisans, was divided. 

1st. The ardent Whigs, represented by Mr. Fox and Lord 
Erskine, who were anxious for Parliamentary Reform, Roman 
Catholic Emancipation, Repeal of the Test Acts, Abolition of 
Slavery, and Peace with France. This was the predominating 
party. 

2nd. The old Whigs, represented by Lords Grenville and 
Spencer, and Mr. Windham (who had acted with Mr. Pitt till 
1800). They were hostile to France and revolutionary principles^ 
but in domestic policy inclined to the popular side. 

3rd. The Tories, represented by Lord Sidmouth. They were 
important for their business knowledge and their following. It 
was for the sake of these that their alliance was sought, and the 
coalition of these ancient antagonists was not very creditable to 
either party. Lord EUenborough, the Lord Chief Justice, who 
had refused the Great Seal, had a seat in the Cabinet as a friend 
of Lord Sidmouth. As soon as the Ministry was formally 
announced, the presence of the Lord Chief Justice in the 
Cabinet was severely commented upon, and the precedent, 
which is certainly open to grave objection, has never been 
followed. 

The only terms which the incoming Ministry made with the 
King were, that the army should cease to be subject to the direct 
control of the Crown ; but, in deference to his prejudices, nothing 
was to be proposed for the present about Roman Catholic Eman- 
cipation : nor would the Tory party have acquiesced in such a 
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measure had it been brought forward ; and the prosecution of Lord 
Welleslej, the late Governor-General of India» was not to be a 
Ministerial matter. 

The Cabinet exhibited, in truth, a splendid array of ability, 
and its measures were anxiously looked forward to by the 
nation. No change of policy, however, took place in our foreign 
relations, and Mr. Fox, who now appreciated that peace with 
Napoleon was at present unattainable, put himself to carry on the 
war with vigour; in order to meet the increasing expenditure, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his Budget had to raise the 
Tncotne Tax from 6J to 10 per cent. 

The military arrangements submitted by the Ministry to the 
consideration of Parliament were important and beneficial, and 
were, after considerable opposition, carried. The debates upon 
them are memorable for the admirable candour with which 
Mr. Fox confessed that he had been weaned from the opinions 
he formerly held with respect to the force which might suffice in 
time of peace. 

The Ministry acted well up to their professions with reference 
to the slave trader and passed two measures to prevent the 
increase of the British slave trade in all its branches; and, 
further, Mr. Fox closed his parliamentary career by moving a 
resolution which was carried by a large majority (114 to 15), 
pledging the House to proceed in the most expeditious manner 
possible to entirely abolish the said trade. A similar resolution 
was passed in the Upper House, and addresses were sent to the 
King beseeching him to obtain the concurrence of foreign 
Powers. 

The remainder of the Session did not contain much important 
matter. Mr. PauU continued to bring forward his charges of 
maladministration and fruud against Lord Wellesley, the late 
Governor-General of India, but the matter was not proceeded 
with. After a busy Session of six months* duration, Parliament 
was prorogued, July 23. 

The proceedings against Lord Melville lasted almost through 
the Session : the actual trial began on April 29. There were ten 
articles of impeachment, all referring to the same charge, viz.. 
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that he had taken and illegally applied to his own use some 
of the public money. On the 12th June sentence of acquittal 
was pronounced, — he having been declared ** Not guiUy '* on 
each one of the charges, — ^the smallest majority being twenty- 
seven (81 to 64). 

The recall of Sir George Barlow, the provisional Governor- 
General of Indiay and the nomination of Lord Lauderdale was 
resented by the Court of Directors. The King, therefore, under 
his sign manual, recalled Sir G. Barlow, and Lord Lauderdale 
withdrawing his claims, the subsequent nomination of Lord 
Minto was acceded to by the Court of Directors. 

Mr. FoXf whose state of health had, for some months past, 
caused his Mends grave anxiety, and had, since June, compelled 
him to absent himself from the House, sank under his disease 
shortly after the prorogation, and expired on September 13 — dying 
within a few months of his illustrious rival. His death greatly 
weakened and shook the Ministry, whose popularity had already 
been waning ; and the changes to supply his place were not calcu- 
lated to give them additional influence. Lord Ho wick succeeded 
him both in his office and in his leadership of the House of 
Commons. 

In the autumn (October 24), the Parliament was dissolved 
in order to strengthen the Ministry in the House of Commons ; 
but as there was no special reason why an appeal should then be 
made to the nation, the proceeding was conddered by most 
friends of constitutional liberty as a somewhat arbitrary exercise 
of the royal prerogative. 

The * delicate ' (?) investigation by the Privy Council of the 
charges by the Prince of Wales against his Consort was commenced 
on the 20th September. 

During this year Napoleon made his brother Joseph King of 
Naples, and his brother Louis ELing of Holland : and on 
October 16 he defeated the Prussians at Jena. 

The new Parliament met on December 15, and re-elected 

Mr. Abbott as Speaker ; and, on December 19, the Boyal 

Speech was read. It referred almost exclusively to the war, and 

the position of&Saira on the Coiil\iieii\»« '^o\)b^%'«^'&^QTi^\^^c^tQ 
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the Christmas recess, after the debates npon the Address were 
concluded. 

1807* — ^^6 great event of the beginning of the year was the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. The Trade had, by the 
measures of the preceding Session, been restrained within very 
narrow limits, and the Bill which was passed this Session 
entirely abolished it, — ^the penalty of transportation being affixed 
to every British subject who should engage in it. The numbers 
were in the Commons 288 to 16, majority 267 ; in the Peers 100 
to 36, majority 64. Well-merited eulogy was bestowed by 
many speakers upon Mr. Wilberforce, who had devoted the 
labour of his life to carry this measure into effect. This was 
followed by a proposal by Lord Percy and Mr. Sheridan for a 
gradual emancipation of the slaves in our colonies, but it was 
not pressed for the present against the general sense of the 
House. 

On the 5th March Lord Howick moved that ** leave be given 
to bring in a bill for enabling persons of every religious persua- 
sion to serve in the army and navy.'' By the existing law a 
Eoman Catholic in Great Britain could not rise to a subaltern's 
rank, in consequence of the necessity of officers of every grade 
taking the Test Oath. To this bill the King had at first assented, 
but when he became more fully aware of the extent of the 
measure he intimated to the Ministry his invincible objection to 
it. The Ministry, therefore, acquiesced in his refusal, and the 
bill was withdrawn. 

The King then required from them a written pledge that they 
would propose no farther concessions to the Eoman Catholics. This 
they respectfully declined to do, believing that such a pledge would 
be inconsistent with the fundamental principles of the Constitution. 
The King accordingly intimated to them that their services were 
no longer required y and the same day sent for their successors. 
Audience of leave was granted only to Lord Sidmouth, and not 
even to the Prime Minister, Lord Grenville. 

On the 26th March Lord Grenville m i\ift'Lot^"&, wA^jrts^ 
Howick in the Commons, detailed ttie c\T(i\aa3B\a2aa^^ -^^iisS^ 
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occasioned the dismissal of the Ministry, and Parliament was 
adjourned till the Sth April. 

Thus ended the nearest approach to a Whig Administration, 
which was in power for half a century — ^from 1788 to 1880. The 
King had never given it his cordial support, and he eagerly 
availed himself of the earliest opportunity given him of bringing 
about a rupture. 



DOKE OF POETLAND'S ADMINISTBATION. 



1807-1809. 



THE CABINET. 

1. Prime Minister Duke of Portland. 

2. Lord President of Council Earl Camden. 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord Eldon. 

4. Lohl Privy Seal Earl of Westmorland. 

5. Chancellor of the Excheqaer..... {*^^^^^J Perceval, Leader in the 

^ XT C3 A ( Lord Hawkesbury (afterwards Loi*d 

6. Home Secretary | Liverpool), in 1809. 

7. Foreign Secretary Mr. Canning. 

8. Colonial Secretary Viscount Castlcreagh. 

9. President of Board of Trade Earl Batburst. 

10. First Lord of Admiralty Lord Mnlgrave. 

11. Master-General of Ordnance Earl of Chatham. 



DUKE OF PORTLAND'S ADMINISTRATION. 

/Vom— March 31, 1807, to December, 1809. 

Duration — 2<7ears 270 days. 

Beign — George HI. 

Pcwty — Tory Coalition. 

Principal EvenU — Commenoemeiit of Peninsnlar War, Impeachment 

of the Duke oi York, the Walcheren Expedition. 
Parliament Dissolved — April 27, 1807 (although it had only been 

elected in autumn), to strengthen the position of the Ministers. 
Speaker of the House of Commona — Mr. C. Abbott. 

1807. — ^The Duke of Portland, when he was called npon by 
his Sovereign to form, with Lord Hawkesbnry and Mr. Perceval, a 
new Ministry, was seventy years of age and in a weak state of 
health ; in £Eust, it was two years after he had resigned the Pre- 
sidency of the Cooncil in Mr. Pitt's Cabinet on account of the 
increasing infirmity of his health. Unlike most of the Cabinets 
of these times, its strength lay in the Lower House, where Mr. 
Perceval was the leader, and was supported by Mr. Canning, Lord 
Castlereagh, and Mr. Dundas. An attempt was made to include 
Lord Wellesley, but he declined to accept office, though he 
declared himself a supporter of the new Ministry. Mr. Perceval 
was offered the post of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster for 
life on condition of his becoming Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
on this being objected to in the House of Commons, the appoint- 
ment was only given him during his Majesty's pleasure. 

On the meeting of Parliament after the adjournment, the 
dismissal of the late Ministry, and the causes of it, were, of 
course, the first and most anxious subjects of debate. On April 9 
Mr. Brand moved, '' That it was contrary to their first duties for 
any servants of the Crown to restrain themselves by any pledge 
from offering the King any advice which circumstances might 
render necessary." A very interesting de\>2AA ex^ss<Qk!&\ >3\> na\£lO(^ 
Mr. Perceval posiihely declared tViat lYie '^m^ V^^ ^^^^ \ife«i. 
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advised by any of his colleagues previous to the dismissal of the 
late Ministry. The motion was negatived by a majority of 82 
(258 to 226). A similar motion was negatived in the Lords by a 
majority of 81 (171 to 90). Feeling this majority insufficient 
wherewith to cany on the Government at this arduous crisis, the 
Ministry resolved on appealing to the country ; and on the 27th 
April Parliament was prorogued, and on the 29th it was dis- 
solved, although it had only been elected in the autumn. The 
elections were hotly contested ; the Tories everywhere raised the 
ciy of "No Popery!" "The Church is in Danger!'' and the 
Whigs taunted the Tories with their venality and corruption. 

The new Parliament assembled on the 22nd June, and 
Mr. Abbott was re-elected Speaker unanimously. Amendments on 
the Address were proposed by Lords Fortescue and Howick in 
both Houses, by which the late dissolution of Parliament was 
characterized as being justified by no public necessity. The amend- 
ment was defeated in the Lords by 160 to 67, in the Commons 
by 850 to 155. These majorities showed that, even if the measure 
were unjustifiable by necessity, it had been most successfiil in 
obtaining a strong party for the Ministry in the House of Com- 
mons. Parliament sat till August 14th, but nothing of importance 
occurred before the prorogation. 

Mr. Canning being placed in the Foreign Office, at once 
endeavoured to lend help to Russia and Prussia against France ; 
but his succours came too late, for the battle of Friedland had been 
fought in June, and immediately afterwards the Emperors met at 
Tilsit and concluded their treaty, through which Napoleon hoped to 
paralyse the trade of England. Mr. Canning learnt that by a secret 
article in this treaty, the Danish fleet was to be seized for the 
war by France ; he therefore at once peremptorily demanded the 
delivery of the fleet, and on refusal he despatched Admiral 
Gambler and Lord Cathcart to bombard Copenhagen, 

Subsequent to the Treaty of Tilsit, Napoleon seemed to be 
extending his ** Continental system," which was intended to be a 
check upon English influence and commerce. 

In October the treaty between Spain (so called) and France 
/or the paiiition of Portugal was Bignedi, ^ii^ \)tis^ YxeviO^i ^roi^j 
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entered Spain en route for Portugal ; our Peninsular War may 
be said to have immediately commenced from this date. 

1808* — ^Parliament opened January 21. The Speech from 
the Throne referred entirely to the situation of affairs on the 
Continent ; and the debates on the Address turned on the question 
of our justification in going to war with Denmark. In this and 
some subsequent divisions the majority of t^e House of Commons 
supported the conduct of Ministers, and voted thanks to those 
employed in the attack on Copenhagen. There was a majority of 
145 (258 to 108) agamst Mr. Ponsonby's motion for papers, which 
was virtually for a vote of censure upon Ministers. A similar 
motion in l^e House of Lords gave Ministers a majority of 57 
(105 to 48). Motions with reference to the legality and justice 
of the Orders in Council relating to the merchant ships of the 
enemy, and of those nations that traded with the enemy, were 
brought forward with a similar result. 

The attention of the House was again called this Session to 
the charges brought against the Marquis Wellesley*s conduct in 
India. The subject was introduced by Sir John Anstruther and 
Lord Folkestone; but their motion was negatived by a large 
majority. 

The last important subject discussed during this Session, and 
the principal topic in the closing Speech from the Throne, was 
the condition of Spain^ where a part of the nation were loyally 
struggling against the tyranny of France, and therefore were no 
longer to be regarded as the enemies, but as the allies of Great 
Britain. Parliament was prorogued on the 4th July. 

The Peninsular War continued, and after the defeat of the 
French at Vimiera, the Convention of Cintra was agreed to, by 
which the French General Junot was allowed, with all his forces, 
to evacuate Portugal. The Convention was received with great 
dissatis&ction in England. 

From the beginning of this year Mr. George Ponsonby became 
Whig leader in the House of Commons, in succession to Lord 
Howick, who had succeeded his father a&EidiV Gtxe^ ^XiSst^^^-^^Ss. 
having been Whig ieader since the de&\iki oi^x.'^orL. 
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1809, — Paxliament met January 18. In the Speech read by 
the Commissioners in the name of the King, it was stated that a 
negotiation proposed by the Governments of Russia and France 
had to be rejected, as it had required the abandonment of the 
cause of Spain, which nation his Majesty would strenuously 
support as long as they continued true to themselyes. Disappro- 
bation of the Convention of Cintra was also expressed, as well as a 
determination to carry on the Peninsular War with vigour. The 
Address in reply was carried in both Houses after some opposition. 

On the 28rd January, motions in both Houses for thanks to 
Sir Arthur Wellesley and the army for their skill and valour, 
particularly in the battle of Yimiera, were agreed to. 

The news of the battle of Corunna, on January 16, and the 
lamented dea^ of Sir John Moore, called forth much feeling in 
this country, and a well-merited eulogium upon him was spoken 
by Lord Liverpool. 

The campaign in Spain, and the conduct of the Ministry with 
reference to it, was formally brought under the notice of the House 
of Commons by Mr. Ponsonby on February 24, and Sir Arthur 
Wellesley himself explained in the House his views and motives 
of action throughout the expedition. But the Ministry obtained a 
majority of 98 (220 to 127). In his Budget the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer provided for a special loan of eleven millions to 
meet the war expenses, and the war taxes were raised to nineteen 
millions. The morality of State lotteries was one of the subjects 
discussed in the debate on the Budget; but on a division, 90 
voted for the lotteries and 86 against them. The attention of 
Parliament and the country was, for a time, diverted from the 
consideration of Continental affairs by the impeachment of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, the Commander-in-Chief of the 
British Army, who was accused by Mr. Wardle, a Welsh Colonel 
of Militia, of having bestowed commissions in the army on several 
unworthy persons at the request of Mrs. Clarke, his mistress. A 
committee of inquiry by the whole House was appointed, and 
Mrs. Clarke was examined in person again and again at the bar of 
^Me House, where she conducted herself with great pleasantry and 
levity; but before the termination oi Wie ^TO^^^^m^ ^Hi^ Duke 
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resigned his office, and the investigation dropped. Sir David 
Dnndas was appointed Commander-in-Chief in his stead. 

Attention being aroused to the prevalence of corruption in the 
patronage of public offices, was now directed to the appoinbnents 
by the East India Company, and to corrupt practices in influencing 
the returns of Members to Parliament. Lord Castlereagh was the 
accused party in each case ; but both the charges were negatived 
and the subject dropped. 

After some debates about minor points of Parliamentary 
Beform the Session was closed with a Speech from the Throne on 
the 21st June. 

During all the summer the Peninsular War continued ; on the 
12th May Sir Arthur Wellesley entered Spain, and on the 27th 
July the decisive battle of Talavera was fought. 

Napoleon after defeating the Austrians at Wagram, concluded 
the treaty of Schonbrunn, by which the military power of Austria 
was paralysed. A vain attempt had been made by England to 
support Austria, and to take Napoleon's forces away from Spain, 
by an expedition to the Scheldt, which was known as the Walcheren 
Expedition, The failure of the enterprise was due to its being 
entrusted to two incompetent leaders — the Earl of Chatham and 
Sir Bichard Strahan. Instead of proceeding to capture Antwerp, 
which was the grand object of the expedition, Lord Chatham 
invested Flushing, which, after a vigorous resistance, surrendered 
on August 16. The English troops being decimated by marsh- 
fever, withdrew to the Island of Walcheren, from which, as the 
mortality continued on the increase, the troops had to retire at the 
end of the year. 

The untoward issue of this expedition roused into a flame the 
ill-smothered embers of a conflagration in the Cabinet, and effected 
a change in the most important offices of the State. Mr. Canning, 
the Foreign Secretary, had for some time being urging the dis- 
missal of Lord Castlereagh from his office of Secretary of War 
and Colonies on account of his incapacity. As this was not done 
Mr. Canning himself resigned, and Lord Castlereagh feeling him- 
self insulted, also resigned, and chaileiiged '^i. Q>%sim\i%> ^sc^^ ^^ 
September 22 they /ought a ditel, in ^Toidci 'to. C.«DSi\\i% ^^^ 
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wounded. About this time the Duke of Portland, the nominal 
head of the Administration, sent in his resignation on account 
of his declining health, and these changes necessitated an entire 
reconstruction of the Cabinet. 

The Duke of Portland died almcst immediately, on the 80th 
October. 

On the 25th October the King entered on the fiftieth year of 
his reign, which event was celebrated throughout the kingdom. 



MR. PERCEVAL'S ADMINISTRATION. 



1810-1812. 



THE CABINET. 

1 . First Lord of the Treasury and ] 

Chancellor of the Exchequer > Mr. Spencer Perceval, 
and Duchy of Lancaster ) 

2. Lord Chancellor Lord Eldon. 

3. Lord President of CouncU I^^^^^^i®?" *i, • i^r u ,o,« 

( Visconiit Sidmouth, in March, 1812. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Earl of Westmorland. 

5. Hpme Secretary Mr. Richard Ryder. 

i Marquis Wellesley, resigned in Feb., 
Viscount Castlereagh, February, 1812. 

7. Colonial Secretary I ^rf i^riS*"'' ^'"^*' " the House 

8. First Lord of Admiralty { Sfca^terke.in May, 1810. 

iEarl Chatham, resigned after Wal- 
cheren Inquiry, February, 1810. 
Earl of Mulgrave. 

10. President Board of Trade Earl Bathurst. 

Lord Palmerston was Secretary at War, an office which he retained for 
eighteen years. 



MR. PERCEVAL'S ADMINISTRATION. 

/VwM— January, 1810, to May 11, 1812. 

Duration — 2 years and 130 days. 

Heign — (reorge HI. Prince of Wales Regent. 

Party— Tory. 

Principal Events — ^Regency Bill, Feninsolar War, Misunderstanding 

with United States. 
Parliament Dissolved — ^none. 
Speaker of the House of Commons-Mi. C. Abbott. 

« 

On the secession of Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning from 
the Cabinet, and the death of the Duke of Portland, the remain- 
ing Ministers endeavoured to effect a coalition with Lords Grey 
and Grenyille, and afkerwards with the friends of Lord Sidmonth ; 
but on their refusal, the Cabinet was reconstructed on Tory prin- 
ciples ; the Marquis of Wellesley was called from Spain to fill 
the place of Secretary for Foreign Affairs, which had been held by 
Mr. Canning ; and Mr. Perceyal, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
became Prime Minister, Mr. Ryder and Lord Liverpool being the 
other Secretaries of State. The rest of the Ministers retained 
their former places, and Lord Pahnerston was gazetted Secretary 
at War. 

1810. — ^Parliament met January 28. The Address was op- 
posed in the House of Lords by Lord St. Vincent, but was carried 
by 144 to 92. 

In the Commons the amendment was proposed by Lord Gower, 
and at the division was supported by 167 to 268. 

Votes of thanks, after some opposition, were passed in both 
Houses to Lord Wellington and the army in the Peninsula. 

On the 26th January Lord Porchester called the attention of 
the House of Commons to the Walcheren Expedition^ and a com- 
mittee was appointed to inquire into ita ^oV\c^ ^Siii ^Q»Tii^^^^^^^s^% 
Toied for by 196 against 186. On tiie o^\iMi% ol VJaa'vanj^a^ 
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some debate arose about a document written by Lord Chatham 
and presented to the King without the usual intervention of any 
responsible Minister. The paper in question animadverted upon 
the conduct of the navy. In consequence of the resolutions that 
the Earl of Chatham had abused the privilege of access to his 
Sovereign by submitting a narrative to him without the knowledge 
of his colleagues, being carried by 221 to 188, Lord Chatham re- 
signed his office of Master-General of the Ordnance. 

After long debates of many nights on the impolicy and mis- 
conduct of ihe Expedition, the conduct of the Ministers was 
approved by 272 to 282 on the 80th of March. . 

During this inquiry an animated discussion took place on the 
admisdon of reporters to the gallery. Acrimonious criticisms 
upon this interference with the rights of the people were expressed 
in a popular debating society : this was considered as a violation 
of the privileges of the House, for which Mr. Jones, the president 
of the society, was (Februaiy 21) committed to Newgate. Sir 
Francis Bordett, whose motion for Mr. Jones's liberation had 
been negatived by a large majority (158 to 14), thereupon pub- 
lished a letter to his constituents, denying the right of the House 
of Commons to imprison the people of England. This led to 
further debate, and Sir Francis Burdett was ordered to he com- 
mitted to the Tower for a breach of the privileges of the House : 
which resolution was carried by 190 to 152. 

On April 6th he was arrested, and great numbers of the populace 
assembled and escorted him to the Tower. On their return a riot 
ensued, in which three persons were killed and several wounded 
by the soldiery. Sir Francis subsequently brought actions at law 
against the Speaker and the Sergeant-at-Arms, but they were not 
successful, and at the prorogation, June 21st, he was liberated. 

Motions for Parliamentary Beform brought forward by 
Mr. Brand, and for the removal of the disabilities of Roman 
Catholics by Mr. Grattan, were both negatived by large majorities. 

Sir S. Bomilly's motion for the consideration of a Beform in 
the Criminal Law of the country was agreed to in principle, but 
withdrawn for tiie present. 

Od the 2l8t June Parliament was i^ioio^^^. ^ 
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The power of Napoleon may this year be considered to have 
reached its height. Holland was incorporated with France, and 
he was enabled to concentrate his best laroops nnder Massena, on 
the War in the Peninsula, which was vigorously carried on 
throughout the year with varying success. 

During the year serious difficulties arose between the goyem- 
ments of Great Britain and the United States with reference to 
the rights of neutrals. 

Parliament assembled on the 1st November, and was to have 
been again prorogued, but in consequence of the death of the 
Princess Amelia, the King*s youngest and &yourite daughter, the 
powers of his understanding were impaired, his malady returned^ 
and he was unable to sign the usual commission. On the 20th 
December, the Prince of Wales was accordingly, under certain 
restrictions, appointed Regent of the Kingdom, and on the 28th 
the Lords acceded to this resolution. The resolution that the 
Prince be laid under certain restrictions was only carried by a 
minority of 24 (224' to 200), Mr. Lambe and the opposition con- 
tending that the entire Royal power should be conferred upon the 
Regent without any restrictions. 

1811. — General distress ^prevailed in the manufacturing dis^ 
tricts during the latter part of the year 1810, and during the 
whole of this year. Various causes contributed to produce this 
distressing result. They were the Continental system of Napoleon, 
the vast changes in manufactures by the invention of machinery, 
and, above all, the loss of the American market. The United 
States, irritated by the vexations to which they had been exposed 
in their commercial intercourse with the belligerent powers, passed, 
in February, the Non-intercourse Act, by which all commercial 
connection, both with France and England, was terminated ; thus 
the vast market, worth all the foreign markets put together, which 
took ofif British manufactures to the amount of above thirteen 
millions sterling, was entirely lost. 

Parliament endeavoured to give relief by the issue of Ex- 
chequer Bills, but the discontent occaBion^d \>^ \2&k!^ ^\^\:t^<^^ ^^^- 
tinned to increase. A wide- spread conepVn^c;^ '^^^ iorsafeWsst^^Ss^^ 
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destniction of machinery, the conspirators taking the name of 
Luddites, and great excesses were committed in the Shires of 
Nottingham, Derby, Leicester, and York, which had to be sap- 
pressed by the military. 

The early part of the Session was occupied with discussions 
about the Regency BUI, The Ministry, looking forward to the 
King's recoTory, maintained the restrictions, whereas the op- 
position, knowing that if the Prince acceded to power the present 
Ministers would not possess his confidence, endeavoured to win 
his &your by voting for absolute authority. On his accession to 
power the Prince Eegent maintained, contrary to all public expec- 
tation, the existing Ministry, but ^* upon the sole consideration of 
fiUal duty." 

On February 12 the Prince Regent formally opened Parlia- 
ment. 

A debate took place in the House of Lords on the subject of 
Mr. Wellesley Pole's circular letter to the magistrates on the 
intended delegation from the Roman Catholics. 

Various bills were passed through Parliament during this 
Session by Sir Samuel Romilly for mitigating the severity of the 
Criminal Law. A motion brought forward by Lord A. Hamilton, 
for securing the Liberty of the Press in Lidia, was negatived 
by 68 to 18. 

The remainder of the Session was uneventful, and Parliament 
was prorogued on the 24th July. 

The Duke of York was in May reinstated as Commander-in- 
Chief. 

The Peninsular War continued throughout the year with great 
success under Viscount Wellington, and the Island of Java was 
taken by the British, as well as Bourbon and Mauritius. 

1812. — Parliament met January 7 The address in answer 

to the Prince Regent's Speech was carried nem, con. in the House 

of Lords — and almost so in the House of Commons, for there 

was only one vote recorded, besides the two tellers, in fiftvour of 

SirFraneiB BurdeiVs amendment. 

TJbe royal pbyaicisaiB appointed to le^oxl u^tl \^<^ ^s^aiu^ ^l\3^tb 
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King's health agreed in representing him incapable of resuming 
public business, and added that they considered his recovery im- 
probable ; and a bill making the necessary alterations in the King's 
and the Eegent's households was passed without opposition. 

In February the Marquis of Wellesley resigned his office of 
Foreign Secretary, the reason assigned being that Mr. Percevars 
Cabinet could not be prevailed upon to carry on the Peninsular 
War on a sufficiently extended scale. Lord Castlereagh succeeded 
him, and, in the meantime, the Regent endeavoured, through the 
Duke of York, to induce Lords Grey and Grenville to form part of 
the Government. The negotiation, however, came to nothing, as 
it was found that the differences between the leaders of the 
Whigs and Tories on the Roman Catholic Question were insur- 
mountable. 

Li consequence of the increase of the Luddite conspiracy and 
riots a bill was introduced, February 14, by Mr. Secretary Ryder, 
for the purpose of adding new legal powers to those already exist- 
ing for their suppression, and was passed after some opposition. 

Mr. Walsh; who had been guilty of gross fraud and breach 
of trust in the Stock Exchange, was formally expelled the House 
on a motion by Mr. Bankes. 

On the 19th March Lord Boringdon moved an Address to the 
Prince Regent beseeching him to form an efficient Administration, 
it being virtually for a vote of non- confidence in the present 
Ministry. The motion was lost by 93 (165 to 72). A similar 
result befel Sir Thomas Turton's motion in the Commons, to take 
into consideration the state of the nation, which was negatived 
by 209 to 136. 

On February 28 Lord Lansdowne directed attention to the 
disastrous effects upon our commerce from the Orders m Council 
prohibiting the trade with France, which had resulted in annihi- 
lating our commerce with the United States ; but the Ministry 
were supported in their policy by a majority of 64 (135 to 71). 
In the Lower House Mr. Brougham's motion to a like effect was 
negatived by 216 to 144. The same subject was again debated 
in May. The removal of the Roman Catholic disabilities ^%ss 
moved in the upjper House by Lord Donou^moxft, wA \i^^?Jci^^^ 
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by 174 to 108 ; and in the Commons by Mr. Grattan, where, 
id^er an animated debate of two nights, it was negatived by 800 
to 215. 

The question of Parliamentary Beform broaght forward by 
Mr. Brand was negatived by 215 to 88. 

On the 11th May, Mb. Perceval, when entering the lobby of 
the House of Commons, was shot dead by a villain named 
Bellingham, who appeared to think that he had sustained some 
wrong from certain members of the Ministry. Much public feel- 
ing was excited by this tragic occurrence, and liberal public grants 
were made to the Minister's family ; he having left; a widow and 
twelve children only moderately provided for. Warm eulogies 
on Mr. Perceval's high character were spoken in both Houses. 

The death of the Prime Minister was considered the virtual 
break up of the Administration, and a fresh communication was 
conveyed to the Whig leaders through Lord Moira, and also to 
Lord Wellesley. 
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1812-1827. 



THE CABINET. 

1. First Lord of the Treasury Lord Liverpool. 

2. Lord Chancellor Lord Eldon. 

3. Lord President of Council Earl of Harrowby. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Earl of Westmorland. 

I Mr. Yansittart, created, in 1823, Lord 

5. Chancellor o£ theExche,«er K'^^tef^^^'afat 

( Mr. F. J. Robinson. 

{Viscount Sidmouth, retired in 1822, 
bat retained his seat in the Cabinet 
without office. Succeeded by 
Mr. Robert Peel. 

f Viscount Castlereagh, Leader in the 
I Commons in 1821, became Marquis 
I of Londonderry, and in 1822 pe- 

7. Foreign Secretary -{ rished by his own hand. Succeeded 

by 

Mr. Greo. Canning, who was also Leader 
in the Lower House from 1821. 

8. Colonial Secretary Earl Bathurst. 

9. First Lord of the Admiralty Viscount Melville. 

Earl of Buckinghamshire. 

Mr. Canning, in 1816 (who refldgned in 1821 
on aooonnt of not approving of the Qneen^s 
trial, and in 1822 accepted the ofBi» of Gover- 
nor-General of India, bat did not go, as on 
Lord Londonderry's death he went to the 
Foreign Office). 

Mr. C. B. Bathurst, in 1821. 

Mr. C. W. Wynne, in 1822. 

11. Chancellor of Duchy of Lan- i Mr. Charles B. Bathurst. 
caster ( Lord Bexley, in 1823. 

( Mr. Wellesley Pole, in 1816 (Lord 

1.. Master of the Mint Mr'^^r^a^ila^e. in 1823, with- 

[ out seat in the Cabinet. 

r Mr. F. J. Robinson, in 1818. 
Mr. Thomas Wallace, in 1823, retired 

13. President of Board of Trade •] from ill-health. 

Mr. W. Haskisson, with seat in the 

Cabinet. 

14. Master-General of Ordnance j g^j^^of^S-gton. in 1819. 



1 0. President of Board of Control. 
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LORD LIVERPOOL'S ADMINISTRATION. 

-From— Jane l6, 1812, to April 11, 1827. 

Duration — 14 years and 307 days. 

Beign — George III. (Regency), and George IV. 

Party—Tory. 

Principal Events — ^Peninsnlar War, American War, Waterloo Cam- 
paign. 

Parliaments Dissolved^-Septemher 29, 181 2. 
June 10, 1818. 

February 28, 1820, on Demise of Crown. 
June 14, 1826. 

Speaker of the House of Commons : — 

Mr. C. Abbott, created, in 1817, Lord Colchester. 
Mr. C. M. Sutton. 

On the failure of the negotiations with Lord Moira, the Regent 
intrusted Lord Liverpool with the formation of an Administration, 
which was composed chiefly of Mr. Perceval's Ministry. The 
seals of the Foreign Office were offered to Mr. Canning, and in 
case of this arrangement being carried into effect, Lord Castlereagh 
would have taken the Home Office. Mr. Canning would gladly 
have accepted this offer — ^for the Peninsular War, of which he had 
been almost the originator and prime mover and prosecutor, was 
now entering on a more hopeful stage — but he eventually declined 
it, because Lord Castlereagh would not yield to him the lead in 
the House of Commons. Out of the twelve members of the , 
new Cabinet, ten were in the Upper House, Lord Castlereagh and 
Mr. Vansittart alone being in the Commons ; and eight had been 
members of the late Ministry: Mr. Vansittart, Earl Bathurst, 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire, and Lord Melville being the four 
new members. 

1812. — The first act of the new Government was, on June 28, 
to revoke the Orders in Council about searching Am^TV2»SL^^<e»^^^\ 
but the conceaaion came too late to re^loi^ ^xEi\Q«\\<& x^^i^^sos^ 
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between the two Governments, for before the news of the repeal 
reached the United States they were acttudly at war with Great 
Britaint haying declared it on June 18. On Jnne 17 the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer brought forward his Budget. It was 
passed without much debate. As various violent riots had 
occurred in several counties in consequence of the numbers of 
workmen thrown out of employ, a bill was passed through Parlia- 
ment giving magistrates greater power for the better preservation 
of the public peace. 

Motions were passed in both Houses declaratory of the 
intention of Parliament to take into its consideration, in the 
following Session, the laws affecting the Roman Catholics. This 
was carried in the Commons by 285 to 106, and in the Lords 
by 126 to 125 ; and such was the state in which the close 
of the Session left the very important question of Catholic Evian- 
cipation. There is no doubt that a strong Whig Government 
would now have been able to have carried through an Emancipa- 
tion Bill ; for the only motive powerful with the intolerant in such 
cases is fear ; and at this time the fear of foreign invasion was 
nearly as powerful as the fear of civil war was in the year 1829, 
when the Duke of Wellington carried the Bill. 

Attention was directed to the frequency of the escapes of 
French prisoners of war, in consequence of there being no 
exchange of prisoners permitted. Lord Sidmouth stated that, 
during the last three years, 464 French officers had broken their 
parole and escaped, although not one officer of our army had 
done so. 

Overtures for peace were made by Buonaparte, but the terms 
proposed were such that it was impossible to entertain them. 
The approaching war between France and Bussia was the cause 
of these overtures being made. 

Parliament was prorogued July 80. Li his Speech the Begent 
referred to the exertions of the army in the Peninsula, particular- 
izing the battles of Bodrigo and Badajoz ; also to the French 
campaign in Bussia ; and to the war with America. 

On September 29 the country was surprised by a proclamation 
Hvm the Prince Begent, declariiig tb^ Di^^oii^yno^k ov "^kslua.- 
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KENT. So early a dissolution had not been expected, as the 
Parliament had nineteen months to ran before its legal expiration, 
and the Ministry seemed to possess an adequate majority. The 
remainder of the year was taken up with the general election, 
which passed off more quietly than usual. 

July 22. — ^Battle of Salamanca. On August 12 the British 
army entered Madrid. 

In June Napoleon commenced his invasion of Bussia : on 
September 14 he entered Moscow, which was burnt by the 
inhabitants : on October 19 he commenced his disastrous retreat. 

From August to November the Americans invaded Canada, 
and after several sanguinary battles were compelled to retire. 

November 24, the new Parliament met. Mr. C. Abbott was 
re-elected Speaker. On the 30th the Prince Regent formally 
opened Parliament. In his Speech he referred to the wars with 
France and America, and recommended for consideration the 
East India Company's new charter; but no mention was made of 
the Catholic Question. 

Unanimous votes of thanks, and a grant of land, to Lord 
Wellington were passed. 

A grant of 200,000/. was voted for the relief of the sufferers 
in Bussia. 

1813. — ^Parliament met February 2. Sir Francis Burdett's 
motion for a Begency Bill was defeated — 238 to 73. The conduct 
of the Prince$s of Wales, her relations to her family, and the 
Prince Begent*s disgraceful conduct, formed the subject of some 
discussion in the House of Commons. The sabject was introduced 
by Mr. Whitbreadj but led to no results. Public feeling was 
much excited on the subject. 

February 25, Mr. Grattan recommenced the question of the 
Catholic Disabilities^ by moving for a committee of the whole 
House, to take the subject into consideration. After four nights' 
debate his motion was carried by 264 to 224, on March 2. On 
the 9th he introduced his resolution, to the effect that these dis- 
abilities should be removed ; this was canied by 1%^ \a W^« 
And on the BOtii Apiii he introduced \na "SiW, «ai^ cpdlS^^'V^^ 
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May the second reading was carried by 245 to 203. While the 
bill was in committee, the Speaker, who was strongly opposed to 
the whole bill, moyed that the words, '* giying the Roman Catholics 
a right to sit in Parliament," be excluded. This was carried by 
251 to 247, and the bill, which without that clause would have 
been futile, was abandoned ; Mr. Grattan stating that he would 
again introduce it next Session. 

In the House of Lords, Marquis Wellesley moved, March 12, 
for a committee to inquire into the circumstances and result of 
the campaign in Spain; but the motion was rejected by a 
majority of 76. 

On the 14th March Lord Damley moved for a similar com- 
mittee to inquire into the American War^ and into the state and 
conduct of our navy, with reference to the disaster which had 
recently occurred : this motion also was lost. 

A great part of this Session was taken up in debates upon the 
New Charter for the East India Company. The bill, granting the 
new Charter for another twenty years, passed ; by it the political 
power, and the monopoly of the trade with China, were maintained, 
but the trade with India was thrown open. 

To meet the extraordinary naval and military expenses of the 
year, the customs duties were raised, and a loan of twenty-two 
millions contracted. 

The Treaty with Sweden was discussed in both Houses, but 
agreed to by large majorities. By the terms of this treaty, Sweden 
was to employ 30,000 troops in direct operation against the 
common foe, and to receive from England one million sterling 
and other succours. 

Parliament was prorogued July 22. 

June 21. — Battle of Vittoria. October 19. — ^Battle of Leipsic, 
and evacuation of Germany by the French. After takiug St. 
Sebastian by storm, Lord Wellington crossed the Bidassoa on 
the 7th October and entered France. 

November 4, Parliament met. The attention of the Houses 

was directed, almost exclusively, to the state of the army ; the 

cBinpugD; the convention with foreign Powers, and the loan. 

Owing to the amazing snccesseB oi ^e MV\^«, vsA >^^ ^t.y^V9\qii 
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of the French from the greater part of their usurpations, the 
greatest nnanimity prevailed in Parliament relative to the yigorons 
prosecution of the war, and the enormous hnrdens on the nation 
were acquiesced in as necessary. 

On Decemher 20 the House adjourned to 1st March. 

1814. — ^The House did not meet till' 1st March, and at once 
acyoumed till the 21st, in consequence of the pending negoti- 
ations with the European Powers. 

January 2, the Allied armies crossed the Rhine and entered 
France ; on March 81 the Allies entered Paris, on April 6 
Napoleon abdicated and retired to Elba, and the Bourbon dynasty 
was restored. 

An interesting debate was raised by Lord Morpeth, on the 
subject of the Speaker having, in his address to the Prince Regent 
at the close of the last Session, referred to the rejection of the 
Bill for the Relief of the Roman Catholics, and having assigned 
his reasons for it according to his own views of the matter ; it 
being, in the opinion of the supporters of Lord Morpeth's resolu- 
tion, contrary to Parliamentary usage for the Speaker, except by 
special permission of the House, to refer to any matter or pro- 
posal which has not been consented to. The motion was lost by 
106 to 274, majority against it 168; the minority no do^bt 
feeling that, considering the Speaker's high position, it would be 
inexpedient publicly to censure him, but the superiority in point 
of argument lay clearly on Lord Morpeth's side. 

There were debates relative to the annexation of Norway to 
Sweden. 

Mr. Wilberforce moved, in a powerful speech on May 2, an 
Address to the Regent, representing that the present convention 
was a fiivourable time for the consideration of the abolition of 
slavery by all civilized nations. 

Provision was made for the Duke of Wellington. On July 1 
he made a formal visit to the House of Commons, and the 
Speaker addressed to him a congratulatory address; the ceremony 
was an impressive one. 

The subject of the behaviour and daakasdX^ \xQAKs&ibT&» ^^ "^^ 
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Princess of Wales by his Royal Highness was again brought 
forward by Mr. Whitbread. Lord Cochrane was expelled from 
the House (140 to 44), in consequence of his convietion of having 
spread a false report about the abdication of the French Emperor 
in order to affect the funds. Being found guilty he was sentenced 
to pay a fine of 1,000/., to be imprisoned, to be struck off the list of 
Captains, and to stand in the pillory. The public were enraged at 
the sentence. The punishment of the pillory was remitted, he was 
re-seated in Parliament, and the fine paid by public subscription. 

The Budget was introduced on the Idth June. Loans to the 
extent of forty millions had to be raised to defray the fearful 
expenses of the war. 

July 28 : The Treaty of Peace was communicated to both 
Houses of Parliament. There is no instance in modem history 
of the termination of a long war by a treaty which was so 
generally approved as this was. The long protraction and excessive 
burdens of the war had rendered all impatient to see its close, 
and its announcement was hailed with universal pleasure. On 
the 80th July Parliament was prorogued. 

The Ministry were now secure and triumphant, and at the 
zenith of their power. The important Treaty had been concluded 
between France on the one side, and Great Britain, Russia, 
Austria, and Prussia on the other. The allied monarchs had 
visited England and there was every prospect of shortly reducing 
the public burdens. 

Congress held its sittings at Vienna from October 2. 

Parliament was opened on November 8. The principal topic 
in the Regent's Speech was the American War. The Address was 
agreed to without a division. Nothing of importance was com- 
pleted before the recess. The Houses adjourned on December 2. 

Treaty of Peace with America was signed at Ghent, December 24. 

1815. — Parliament met February 9. The European world 

was startled on the 1st March by Napoleon's escape from Elba, 

^e landed at Cannes on the 1st with 1,000 men, and England, 

Aastria, PmBBia, and Russia immediately formed an alliance 

against bim* On March 20 he entered ^wv&,\i0^1J^Y^Affl»xYDk% 
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left the previons day. A war policy was sanctioned, after a debate 
in the Commons : a majority of 200 (278 to 73) voted in its favour 
on April 28. The campaign in Belgium commenced, Napoleon 
invading it on the 15th June. The battles of Ligny and Quatre 
Bras were fought on the 16th> and Waterloo on the 18th. On the 
22nd June Napoleon again abdicated, and surrendered himself to 
the English on July 15. He was then exiled to St, Helena, 

The Army of Occupation remained at Paris during the autumn, 
and the final treaty between the Allied Powers and France was 
signed November 20. The remaining proceedings of this Session 
of Parliament were uneventful, for public attention was too strongly 
directed to the war with Napoleon to give much consideration to 
domestic afilEurs. The Catholic Question was put aside by a large 
minority (228 to 147). Public thanks and an additional vote of 
200,000Z. were passed to the Duke of Wellington. To meet the 
extraordinary charges of the renewed war a sum of thirty-six 
mUUons had to be raised by annuities, and the taxes were increased; 
The general feeling of the necessity of these measures was so 
strong that the Chancellor of the Exchequer's speech was re- 
ceived with cheers, and the resolution was agreed to without a 
division. 

On July 11 Parliament was prorogued, the Begent in his 
Speech referring only to the glorious result of the late campaign, 
and saying nothing of domestic afi^rs. 

1816* — ^Parliament was opened February 1. The amendment 
to the Address was seconded by Lord John Bussell. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved, on the 18th March, for the con- 
tinuance of the Property Tax, There was a warm debate on the 
sulgect, as it had caused great excitement out-of-doors, and the 
House was flooded with petitions against the tax. On a division 
there were 288 against the tax and 201 for its continuance. This 
defeat was received with great cheering, for the tax was felt to be 
very galling, not so much from its mere weight as from its manner 
of imposition. By this vote a sum of from five to six millions 
had to be otherwise provided for, which ^a& o\Aa^<&W^ ^^^sk^*^^'^^ 
from the Bank ot England. 



56 LORD LIVERPOOL'S ADIUNISTRATION. 

The Session was aneyentfiil, and Parliament was prorogued 
July 2. 

This year was remarkable for one of great agncidturdl distress. 
Prices were high, and the burdens consequent upon the long 
war were very heavy ; and owing to the commercial distress upon 
the Continent, the state of trade was very depressed. The harvest 
was a very bad one, and there was great stagnation in the manu- 
fftctures. The result of all this calamity was shown in general 
discontent, and riots took place in many parts of the United 
Eangdom. 

The Expedition to Algiers under Lord Exmouth in August 
added fresh laurels to the British navy, and lightened for a moment 
the general gloom which was fast gathering round our domestic 
prospects. . The result was a new treaty and the abolition of 
Christian Slavery. 

Great satisfaction was felt at the Marriage of the Princess 
Charlotte to Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg, on the 2nd May. 

1817* — ^Parliament was opened January 28. Li the Prince 
Hegent's Speech the chief points were the recent expedition to 
Algiers, and the distress consequent on the late war, which was 
manifesting itself in riots. One of the most noticeable features 
in the domestic history of this year was the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, both in February and June. The minorities 
by which these measures were carried showed i^e alarm which 
was spread through the upper classes : there were, however, 
powerful dissents expressed by some. The termination of these 
disputes brought the Ministry somewhat into disfavour, as they 
were believed to have really aggravated instead of alleviated the 
discontent of the people. 

An attempt was again made to abolish the office of the Third 
Secretary of State. The motion was introduced by Mr. Tiemey on 
the 29th April, but was defeated by a majority of 108 (190 to 87). 

The Roman Catholic Relief Question was brought forward 
again by Mr. Grattan, but his motion for a committee was nega- 
tjved hy 245 io 221. On the 9th May a similar motion was also 
rejected in the Home of Lords. 
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On May 30 the Speaker, Mr. Charles Ahbpttf resigned from 
ill-health. He was raised to the peerage as Lord Colchester. 
Mr. Charles Manners Sutton was elected his successor, receiving 
812 Totes against 150 recorded for Mr. Wynn. 

Parliament was prorogued July 12. 

A universal gloom was spread over the kingdom by the un- 
timely death of the popular Princess Charlotte , on November 5, in 
childbirth. The child was stillborn. The public feeling was 
hardly ever marked by a more general and heartfelt mourning. 

Mr* George Ponsonby, the leader of the Whig party in the 
House of Commons, died July 8 : he was succeeded by Mr. Tiemey. 

1818. — Parliament opened January 27. The suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus Act was removed, and after debates in both 
Houses, a bill was passed indemnifying all persons who had acted 
during its suspension in detaining suspected persons in custody. 
After an uneventful Session, Parliament was dissolved on the 
10th June by the Prince Eegent. 

The congress of Aix-la-Chapelle began on the 29th September. 
The King of Prussia and the Emperors of Austria and Russia, 
with their Ministers and the English Plenipotentiary, attended. 
France was invited to send her Minister, the Duke of Bichelieu, 
and on his attendance, a convention was signed, October 9, for the 
vnthdrawal of the British Army of Occupation from France. 

Lord Chief Justice Ellenborough resigned October 21, and 
died December 18. 

Queen Charlotte died at Eew, November 17, aged 75. 

At the general election, the principal interest excited was at 
Westminster, where Sir Samuel BomiUy and Sir Francis Burdett 
defeated the Ministerial candidates : the former, however, died on 
the 2nd of November. 

Mr. Peel having been elected Member of Parliament for the 
University of Oxford, resigned his office of Chief Secretary for 
Ireland : Mr. Charles Grant succeeded him. 

The social condition of the country and its general prosperity 
were much improved this year. This w&ft dxx.^ ^\a&^ V^ H^^ ^^\it- 
tinned si£spension of cash paymenU \a&.3ti\'3)\^V^* 
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1819* — The new Parliament was opened on January 21, 
Mr. C. M. Satton haying preyionsly been nnanimonBly re-elected 
Speaker. 

A great part of this Session was oecnpied in debates on the 
Currency Question and the resumption of cash payments by the 
Bank of England. The subject was introduced by Mr. Tiemey, 
February 2, by a motion for the appointment of a committee to 
inquire into the effects of the Bank Restriction Act. An amend- 
ment by the Chancellor of the Exchequer for a secret committee 
was carried by a majority of 109 (277 to 168). The secret com- 
mittee was chosen by ballot, and brought up their 1st report 
April 5, and 2nd report May 6. Mr. Peel was the chairman. The 
suggestions of the committee were, that there should be a further 
extension of the Restriction Act up to February 20. After con-, 
siderable discussion, the plan of gradual resumption of cash pay- 
ments was adopted by the House on the 6th of May. Petitions 
were presented to Parliament by numerous commercial men pray- 
ing for the continued suspension of cash payments : one petition 
was rendered the more remarkable by its being presented by Sir 
R. Peel, who now stood forward to oppose his eldest son, who was 
the mouthpiece of the committee. 

During this year many Englishmen, prompted by loTe of gain 
ax)4 adventure, sided with the insurgents in the Spanish Territories 
of South America^ and helped them to sever their dominion from 
Spain, in spite of an Act of Parliament which was called the 
Foreign Enlistment Act, and which was introduced by the Govern- 
ment at the instance of the Spanish Government. 

On May 8 Mr. Grattan brought forward the Roman Catholic 
Question., but after an animated debate the motion was lost by two 
^otes (248 to 241). A similar motion in the House of Lords 
was also rejected by a considerable nugority. 

A motion for a select committee to consider the Criminal Laws 

with respect to Capital Punishment in felonies, was proposed in a 

splendid speech on March 2, by Sir James Macintosh, who showed 

that the work of Sir S. Romilly, for the reform of the Criminal 

Law, was not likely to suffer by being transferred to him* The 

motion was carried by 147 to 128. 
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The qnestion of Parliamentary Reform was introdaced by Sir 
Francis Bnrdett, bat the House would not pledge itself to con- 
sider the subject next session. 

Parliament was prorogued July 18. In his speech the Regent 
referred to the Reform riots which were taking place in different 
parts of the Kingdom. 

On August 16 there was a monster Heform Meeting at Man- 
chester* The meeting was dispersed by the yeomanry, some 
persons lost their lives in the riot, and hundreds were wounded. 
Great disturbances followed, and occasioned such alarm, that Par- 
liament was opened on November 28, to call for the passing of 
measures to suppress the excitement. 

On November 80 Lord Sidmouth introduced the '' Six Acts,* 
being coercive measures which it was found necessary to enact 
to suppress the seditious feeling that was becoming prevalent. 
These acts were for the more speedy execution of justice in cases 
of misdemeanor, to prevent military training, to punish libels, an 
act for seizing arms, a stamp act, and an act to prevent seditious 
meetings. They passed with large majorities, though there was 
much opposition. 

This year, which had commenced under more fSftvourable 
auspices than had been known for several yeais, terminated 
amidst much distress and wide-spread dissaffection. Some have 
considered that this national distress was mainly caused by the 
premature resumption of cash payments by the Bank, which 
brought in its train a series of embarrassments, national and 
social, financial and political. The winter was a very hard one, 
and the coercive measures of the Government did not tend to 
pacify the public discontent. 

1820* — The situation of the country at the commencement 
of the year was more tranquil than the violent popular agitation 
of the preceding months would have given reason to expect. 

On January 28 the Duke of Kent died ; and on January 29 
GEORGE in. DIED, when the Prince Regent ascended the 
throne as GEORGE lY. 

Parliament met February 17 . "Qie 01^-3 V!mai% ^"^ ^sss^^^i^a2Mife 
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that happened was Mr. Brougham's reference to the omission of 
Queen Caroline's name from the Liturgy, which was the result of 
the determination of her pure-minded hushand, that she should 
never he called Queen of England. Nothing followed from this 
discussion, and owing to the demise of the Crown, Pabuament 
WAS DISSOLVED March 14. 

The Cato Street Conspirators^ who had plotted to assassinate 
the Ministers of the Crown, were arrested February 28, and 
Thistlewood, the leader, and four others, were condemned as 
traitors and executed May 1. About the time of their trial 
serious disturbances broke out in Scotland and Yorkshire, but 
were speedily suppressed. 

Afker the general election the new Parliament met, April 21. 
* Mr. Grattan, the most eloquent of the Irish members of 
Parliament, and the leading advocate of Liberal principles, died 
June 6. 

The debates in Parliament present this year few topics of 
general moment, in consequence of the engrossing interest of the 
proceedings against Qtieen Caroline, 

One of the first acts of the King, after his accession, was to 
attempt to procure a divorce from his Consort, Caroline of 
Brunswick. She had been separated from him since the year 
1814. On her proceeding to live abroad spies were set to en- 
deavour to procure evidence against her. Our ambassadors abroad 
were instructed not to recognize her, and on the King's accession 
her name was omitted from the Liturgy. She then determined on 
returning to England, and arrived on the 6th June, the very day 
on which Lord Liverpool had opened an inquiry into her conduct 
in the House of Lords. Her arrival in London was the scene of 
a popular triumph, and the Ministry and the King were greatly 
embarrassed by it. Li July a Bill of Pains and Penalties was 
brought in, which was to deprive her of her rights and privileges 
as Queen, and to dissolve the marriage. Li the trial which en- 
sued Mr. Brougham, Mr. Denman, and Dr. Lushington acted as 
her counsel. She was charged in particular with adultery with 
one Bergami, a menial servant. Several Italian witnesses were 
^^xamined, and it cannot be doubted tlnaitiex qotAtix^iVsl^^^I Vs^ 
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gone beyond the bounds of discretion ; but the witnesses were of 
a low class and freqnently eqniyocated : and there was naturally 
strong popular feeling in her favour. At the third reading of the 
bill, on November 10, the majority in its favour in the House of 
Lords had fallen to 9, and as the bill had still to pass the Com- 
mons, the Ministers knowing that it would inevitably be rejected, 
abandoned it. The popular feeling, which, throughout the whole 
proceedings, had manifested itself very warmly whenever the Queen 
appeared, was expressed by a general illumination, which lasted 
for three nights, November 10, 11, and 12 ; and on the 29th the 
Queen went in State to St. Paul's. 

In consequence of these proceedings Parliament adjourned on 
August 21 for four weeks ; again, on the 18th September, till 
the 17th October ; and on the latter date again, to the 28rd 
November. On that day, owing to the abandonment of the bill 
by the Government, Parliament was to be prorogued. The Deputy 
Usher of the Black Bod entered the House of Commons with the 
King's message just as Mr. Denman was rising to read a message 
from the Queen. The usher was called upon to withdraw, but 
read his message during a scene of great uproar, his voice 
being inaudible. The Speaker then left the chair and walked out 
of the House amidst vehement cries of '* Shame ! " Parliament 
was then prorogued, in the name of the King, by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, but there was no Speech delivered. 

No measure probably was ever introduced into Parliament in 
the success of which the Crown took a deeper interest, than this 
bill for the degradation of the Queen, and the fact that the 
Ministry were forced to abandon it, is a proof that the whole 
power of the Crown and the Ministry is unavailing in any point 
against which the popular prejudice has been roused. 

1821* — Parliament was opened, January 28, by the King. 
Before the meeting of Parliament, Mb. Canning, who was Presi- 
dent of the Board of Control, besioned his seat in the Cabinet, 
as he was unable to agree in the Ministerial policy with reference 
to the persecution of the Queen : he was succeeded Vj '^.^t^^^^ 
BtLihuTBt, after the post had been 4ec\me^ Vj'^'c.'^^'^* ^"^^^ 
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rest of the Cabinet weathered the storm of unpopularity which 
the Queen*s trial had brought upon them. A debate that ensued 
upon the Marquis of Tavistock's motion, which was to the effect 
that the Ministry were not justified in their late proceedings 
against the Queen, seemed to show that, though force of elo- 
quence and sound reasoning were on one side, force of numbers 
were greatly in favoar of the Ministry ; for Lord Tavistock's 
motion was defeated by 824 to 178. The division took place at 
half-past six on the morning of the 6th February. 

On the 13th February Mr. Smith's motion to place her 
Majesty's name in the Liturgy was negatived by 298 to 178. 

An annuity of 50,000Z. a year was voted to the Qaeen. 

Sir James Macintosh continued in this and other Sessions to 
labour to improve the Criminal Law, and to carry on the work 
begun by Sir S. Eomilly. 

On February 28 Mr. Plunkett brought forward a motion for 
Roman Catholic Emancipation, The debate gave opportunity for 
a noble speech by Mr. Canning in favour of the second reading. 
Mr. Wilberforce and Sir James Macintosh spoke on the same 
side. Mr. Peel was the principal speaker against the bill. The 
debate is memorable as being the first occasion on which a 
viajority for Catholic Emancipation was obtained — 264 to 248. 
Bat the bill, having passed through committee, was rejected by the 
Lords on the second reading, — the numbers being 159 to 120. 
If the measure could have become law this Session, it would have 
been received by L*eland as a boon ; whereas, it was in 1829 a 
thankless fistvour, wrung from England by her fears. 

Lord John Eussell brought in a bill for gradual Parliamentary 
Reform, which, though rejected (156 to 125), showed the increas- 
ing strength of the respectable minority who were in favour of 
such a measure. 

On the motion of Mr. Gooch, a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the causes of the agricultural distress. This, no 
doubt, had partly been caused by the too early resumption of 
gradual cash payments in 1819. 

Mr. Baring's motion for the restriction of cash payments was 
rejected by A large majority, and auWxonl^ ^ti^^ ^veu to the 
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Bank to restore a metallic currency on the Ist May. There was a 
growing desire on the part of the puhlic for Parliamentary Beform. 
Daring the Session Mr. Hume lahoured to reduce the expenditore. 

Parliament was prorogued 11th July. 

July 19.^King*s Coronation. The Queen was kept away 
from the ceremony, and not allowed admission into Westminster 
Ahhey. Shortly after this she was taken ill and died, August 7. 

Her remains were removed on their route to Brunswick, and 
an alarming riot occurred, — ^the populace, tearing up the road hy 
which the procession was going, caused it to pass right through 
London. Some people were killed in the afiray with the guards. 
The whole affair reflected the greatest dishonour on the King and 
his Ministry. The plate which, hy her will, was placed npon her 
coffin, with the inscription, '' Here lies Caroline, the injured Queen 
of England," was torn off by the authorities. 

1822* — ^At the beginning of this year there were some 
changes in the Cabinet, for the Ministry felt that in consequence 
of the unpopularity they had incurred from their policy with 
regard to the Queen, which had nearly caused their overthrow, it 
was necessary for them to obtain some accession of strength. 
They endeavoured, therefore, to form a union with the GrenviUe 
Whig party. Lord Grenville himself had retired from public life ; 
but Mr. C. W. Wynne was placed at the head of the Board of 
Control, and the Marquis of Buckingham was raised to a duke- 
dom. This union excited some clamour among the Whigs, who 
deemed it a betrayal of principle. At the same time Lord Sid- 
vwuth retired from active employment, though he retained his 
seat in the Cabinet. He was succeeded in his office of Home 
Secretary by Mr, Peely who, it was thought, would make an 
effective co-operator in the House of Commons with Lord 
Londonderry, who, up to this time, had been the only leading 
Cabinet Minister there. Great changes were also made in L*eland, 
where the Marquis Wellesley was made Lord-Lieutenant, and 
Mr. Plunkett Attorney -General. These changes would prove, it 
was hoped, conciliatory to the Roman Catholic&<i ^\\.^ ^^s^^ 
regarded as the commencement oi a new 8\j%tcw. oj i^oUcx^ Vtv 
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Ireland, Bat these hopes were frustrated by the increasing 
violence of the riota and outrages in that country. There were 
numeroas riots, some collisions with the military, and the whole 
country was in an insecure and unquiet state : this, no doubt, was 
partly owing to the high prices and general distress. 

Parliament opened February 5. The attention of the Honse 
was at first chiefly directed to the state of Ireland. Owing to its 
lawless condition, a Bill for the Smpensim of the Habeas Corpus 
Act till the 1st August was introduced by the Goyemment, and 
carried after strong resistance — 195 to 68. 

A n&w canse of misery arose in April by the failure of the 
potato crop, which caused a dreadful famine in Connaught and 
Munster. 

Mr, Canning y who had been appointed Governor- General of 
India, introduced a Bill for the Admission of Roman Catholic 
Peers to the rights of sitting and voting in the House of Lords. 
His speech on the snbject on the SOth April was a masterpiece of 
rhetoric. The bill was supported by Mr. Plunkett and opposed 
by Mr. Peel. The bill passed through the House of Commons, — 
the nearest division being 249 to 244; bnt, on its second reading, 
was thrown out by the Lords by a majority of 42 (171 to 129). 

The question of Parliamentary Reform was introdnced by Lord 
John Bussell, who, on the 29th April, moved that the present 
state of the representation required serious consideration. The 
motion was negatived by 269 to 164. 

Lord Brougham's motion on the - same subject was, on 
June 24, negatived by 216 to 101. 

On June 4 a majority of 117 to 101 supported Sir James 
Macintosh's motion, pledging the House in the next Session to 
abate the undue rigour of the Criminal Law, 

The Ma triage Regulation Act was passed, July 1. 

On the 11th June Mr. Western moved for a committee to 
consider the efifects of the Bank Cash Paipfnents Bill, The 
motion was negatived, after long debates, by 194 to 80. The 
debate was remarkable for the speeches of Mr. Huskisson in 
favour of the existing system, and Mr. Attwood against it, — ^both 
which speeches contain clearly aU tiial cttn \)e ^6l on Q«Ah side. 
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On some qnestions' of the reduction of the taxation the 
Ministry were placed in a minority, and they were forced to make 
numerons concessions in this direction. 

The remainder of the Session was taken np in the considera- 
tion of financial measureSf and in passing six acts for improving 
the fjEUiilities for the trade and navigation of the country. 

Parliament was prorogued on August 6. 

On August 12 Lord Londonderry, in a temporary fit of 
insanity, committed suicide. Some of the populace behaved dis- 
gracefully at his foneral, at Westminster Abbey, on August 20. 

On the subject of his death. Sir A. Alison says, — *^ He was 
the last Minister in Great Britain who really governed the State. 
Thenceforward ihen were guided not by what they thought 
right, but by what was practicable ; — thenceforward the age of 
great causes succeeded the age of great men ; public opinion 
became irresistible ; the Press ruled alike the Cabinet and the 
Legislature on all important questions ; where the people were 
strongly roused their voice became omnipotent.'* This certainly 
has not been universally true ; it was not the popular voice nor 
the Press that either prompted, in later years. Lord Palmerston's 
foreign policy, or originated Mr. Gladstone's scheme for the Dis- 
establishment of the Lish Church. 

It was some weeks before a successor to Lord Londonderry 
was selected ; but in September Mr, Canning was nominated : 
having been imposed upon the King by the general voice of the 
nation, rather than selected by his choice. 

Lord Amherst was selected to go out to India as Governor- 
General, in the room of Mr. Canning. 

1823* — The commencement of the year witnessed some 
Ministerial changes. Mr. Yansittart retreated from the fatigaes 
of the Exchequer, was raised to the peerage as Lord Bexley, 
and became Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. He was suc- 
ceeded by Mr, Robinson, and Mr, Hmkisson was appointed 
President of the Board of Trade. These changes were exceed- 
ingly acceptable to the country, as these geatlQm&\i ^^\^ ^*£s\t^'^\^ 
to possess great talents and great libexaXit^ oi o^mvsti- ^^x^^^S^^a^- 
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kisson was a complete master of statistical and commercial infor- 
mation, and his introduction strengthened the Cabinet, although 
it gave offence to the Tory Lord Chancellor. 

Parliament was opened February 4. During the debate on 
the Address, Mr. Brougham reviewed in a forcible speech the 
conduct of foreign nations, — ^particularly of France, which, with 
100,000 troops, had invaded Spain to support Ferdinand VII. 
This speech was translated into foreign languages, and widely 
circulated in Spain. 

The negotiations at Paris with reference to Spain led to a 
three nights* debate in the House of Commons, during which 
Mr. Canning delivered one of his successful speeches, and the 
House, by an overwhekning majority, supported the Ministry. 

On the 17th April the Catholic Question was brought up, and 
during the debate Mr. Canning and Mr. Brougham had almost a 
personal quarrel, — the latter saying that Mr. Canning had 
truckled for the purpose of obtaining office, and Mr. Canning 
retorting that what Mr. Brougham had said was false. The result 
was that the Catholic Bill was shelved. 

Mr. Huskisson inaugurated his liberal policy for the improve- 
ment of our foreign trade by the Bill for the Reciprocity of Duties, 
which passed by large majorities. 

The remainder of the Session was uneventful, and Parliament 
was prorogued by commission, July 19. 

Mr. Canning refused to hold any communication with the 
Regency of Madrid, or in any way acknowledge it. He appointed 
consuls to the South American States, and stated that England 
would not interfere with Spain in any attempts she might make to 
reconquer what were once her colonies ; and that, in granting or 
refusing their independence, he would look not to the conduct of 
any European Power, but to the actual circumstances of these 
countries. 

Mr. Canning's influence was greatly extended during the 
autumn by his visiting and addressing some of the principal com- 
mercial districts. 
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1824* — The year opened well. The countiy was quiet and 
prosperous, and trade was thriving : and even the country gentle- 
men conld no longer complain. 

Parliament met on February 3. Debates took place on the 
subject of Spain. 

On the 17th May Mr. Hume moved that an inquiry be made 
*' whether the present Established Church in Ireland was not 
disproportionate to the Protestant population." The motion was 
negatived by 158 to 79. Of these 79 scarcely any were Irish 
members. 

A Bill granting the Elective Franchise to Roman Catholics in 
England was brought forward by Lord Lansdowne, but was nega- 
tived (143 to 109). 

An attempt to procure for persons accused of felony the 
benefit of counsel was rejected in the House of Commons by 
80 tow60. 

The delays and expenses of the Court of Chancery were the 
subject of some discussion, but it led to no result. 

On a motioh of Mr. Hume, a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the operation of the laws restraining the emigration of 
artisans, and tlie combinations among workmen. On the report 
of the committee all the laws on these subjects were repealed. 
The effects of this were disastrous, for unions were formed on an 
extensive scale in the manufacturing districts, and numerous 
strikes occurred. This necessitated the reconsideration of the 
subject in the next Session, and, on the 29 th March, 1825, 
Mr. Huskisson brought forward a bill which proscribed all 
attempts at intimidation and violence, and gave summary powers 
of conviction in such cases. 

The remainder of the Session proved uneventful. Owing to 
the general prosperity the taxation was lowered and some duties 
taken off: an act was passed for the Amelioration of the Slaves 
in the West India Colonies, and the Slave Trade was declared 
piracy. Parliament was prorogued June 25. 

The first Burmese War lasted from May 11, 1824, to 
February 24, 1826. 
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1825- — ^^ groat prosperity of the conntry which had existed 
throughout 1823 and 1824 still continued, agricoltnral distress 
had disappeared, and all branches of nutnafactare were in full 
activity. 

Parliament was opened Febmary 8. In the Boyal Speech it 
was announced that the separate independence of the new States 
in South America had been recognized by our Govemment ; and 
the attention of Parliament was directed towards remedying the 
evils consequent on the Catholic Association. 

On February 10 Mr. Goulbum moved for leave to bring in a 
law to amend the acts relating to unlawful societies in Ireland. 
The object of this was to put a stop to the mischievous operations 
of the Roman Catholic Association in Ireland. There was a warm 
debate on the subject for four nights, during which Messrs. 
Brougham, Canning, Tiemey, Plunkett, Peel, and Denman all 
spoke. On the division 278 voted for the motion, 123 against it. 
The bill was then brought forward. The second reading was 
carried on the 21st February by 258 to 107. It passed the 
Lords by large majorities (146 to 44), and became law on the 
9th March. The Association dissolved itself, but a new associa- 
tion within the law was formed. 

The general question of the Eoman Catholic Disahilities was 
brought up by Sir F. Burdett. During the debate in the House 
of Commons, the Duke of York, in an imprudent manner, avowed 
his detenpined disapprobation of the measure. This was cordially 
resented by Mr. Brougham. The bill passed the Commons by 
248 against 227. It was, however, rejected by the Lords on the 
17th May by a majority of 48 (178 to 130). In consequence of 
this vote in the Commons, Mr. Peel tendered his resignation to 
Lord Liverpool ; but after the vote in the Lords, he was persuaded 
to withdraw it. 

Parliament was prorogued, July 6. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had, in his Budget speech at 

the beginning of the Session, drawn a most favourable picture of 

the state of our fuoances, and was able to propose a reduction of 

taxation to the amount of one and a half millions, and also, following 

oat Mr, Haskisson'B Free Trade pimci^W, \« te^xift^ ^^ift vEw^rt 
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daties: eyen in the Koyal Speech at the prorogation alla- 
sion was made to the growing prosperity of the country. In 
spite of all this the symptoms of the impending storm were 
already visible, and owing to the currency laws and the vast 
speculation which prosperity had engendered, a drain came on the 
Bank treasure, which decreased to only three and a half millions 
in Angust, and only one million ip December. This soon 
brought about the Great Monetabt Cbisis. Within the first three 
weeks of December seventy banks in town and country suspended 
payment. The Bank of England itself had the greatest difficulty 
in weathering the storm. Every effort to expand the circulation 
was made by Government, and for some time 150,000 sovereigns 
were coined every day. The great relief came by the accidental 
discovery and issue of two million of old notes on the 
16th December. The panic abated, and the crash was averted, 
and a meeting of bankers in the City passed resolutions declara- 
tory of confidence in Gt>vemment and the Bank of England. 

1826- — Parliament met February 2. Attention was at once 
directed to the commercial panic which had caused such ruin and 
distress in the country. The Ministry unwisely introduced a Bill 
suppressing the " small notes** circulation. The House refused to 
listen to Mr. Baring*s amendment, and the bill passed by an 
overwhelming majority. This measure. Sir A. Alison says, 
"determined for ever the fate of the British Empire.'* He 
attempts to trace up to this apparently trivial matter the desire 
for political change which, thenceforward induced by high prices, 
has prevailed in the country ; and this, he says, has forced upon 
reluctant governing classes all the great historical changes— of 
Catholic Emancipation, Free Trade, and the Emancipation of the 
Slaves, and the entire alteration of foreign alliances, policy, and 
system of government. The small notes, thanks to the protest of 
Sir Walter Scott, were allowed to circulate in Scotland. 

A select committee to inquire into the expediency of en- 
couraging emigration was appointed, but nothing further on that 
subject was done this Session. 

On the 18tb April Mr. Whitmore mo^e&. lot «* ^om\\«»^^'^ ^ 
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the Com Laws with a view to their repeal. The Ministry resisted 
the motion, not on its merits, bat on the gronnd of the inexpe- 
diency of brin^g snch an important subject forward on the eve of 
a general election. The motion was, therefore, negatived by 215 
to 81. The close of the Session witnessed some discussions on 
the practice of the Conrt of Chancery, bat they led to no practical 
result. 

Pabliament was dissolved June 2. 

At the general election the chief topics at the hustings were 
the Com Laws and Catholic Emancipation ; but on the whole the 
elections went off quietly. 

After the excitement of the elections were over, the prospects 
of the harvest gave rise to grave apprehensions. The summer had 
been remarkable for its drought and excessive heat, and the price 
of grain rose enormously. 

The new Parliament was opened November 14. 
Mr. Manners Sutton was unanimously elected Speaker. 
An Act of Indemnity to Ministers was passed for their having, 
by an Order in Council in September, reduced the Import Duty 
on foreign grain, in order to abate the impending famine. 

On December 11 a message was brought from the King to the 
Parliament stating that an application had been received from the 
Princess Begent of Portugal claiming aid against a hostile 
aggression from Spain. Mr. Canning moved the Address in reply, 
and said that the Cabinet had decided on sending an expedition to 
defend the independence of an ally, and that already the troops 
were on their march for embarkation. 

Mr. Canning's magnificent speech was rapturously received ; 
but an amendment to the Address was moved by Mr. Hume. 
After a short debate Mr. Canning replied in a speech even more 
eloquent than his first, and the Address was carried almost 
unanimously. Never, perhaps, did speeches delivered in the House 
of Commons produce such an effect as those of Mr. Canning ; it 
was in his reply that he used those memorable words with refer- 
ence to the French Invasion of Spain in 1822, where he said he 
Iiad called a new world into existence to redress the balance of the 
o/d. The effect wm electrical botli Tipon V^elELoTL^ ^sA^^Tm&K^ \ 
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the supporters of Mr. Hume's amendment numbered only four, 
and out of doors the prompt action of the Goyemment inspired 
confidence and commanded universal concurrence of sentiment. 

The troops were embarked with such expedition that, though 
they only received their marching orders on the 11th December, 
on Christmas Day they began to land in Lisbon. (Their arrival 
averted war; the incursions from Spain ceased; France dis- 
avowed the proceeding ; and in eighteen months the troops had all 
returned from Lisbon without having fired a shot.) The House 
adjourned on the 18th December. 

1827* — ^he internal state of the country was more cheering ; 
and if prosperity had not yet returned, suffering had sensibly 
abated. 

On the 5th January the Duke of York died. He was succeeded 
in the command of the army which he had held ''ten thousand 
days '* by the Duke of Wellington. Parliament met again February 
8, and at once voted an Address of condolence to the King on his 
brother's death. Lord Liverpool moved it in the Upper House, 
and Mr. Peel in the Commons. The increased grant to the Duke 
of Clarence on his becoming heir presumptive to the Crown was 
passed, afker some opposition. 

From the commencement of the Session expectation had been 
fixed on the question of the Catholic Claims. The Catholic party 
thought they had gained on the whole by the general election, and 
the Catholic Association continued to act; but the law for its 
suppression was not put in force. Sir Francis Burdett brought the 
matter forward by moving that ''this House is deeply impressed 
with the necessity of taking into immediate consideration the 
Catholic Disabilities with a view to removing them." On the 6th 
March, after a long debate, Mr. Canning summed up in a masterly 
speech, and the House divided — 272 /or the motion^ 276 against it. 
This adverse vote showed that the Anti- Catholic party had, on the 
whole, gained ground at the elections. The motion from the 
Lords was withdrawn. 

Even superior in interest to the above was the suh^^Cti Q»i ^^ 
leBolui^onB on the Com Laius mo^efii \>^ "^^ Qj^sasax^ o^*^^ 
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1st March. Mr. Peel opposed the resolution, hut a hill was 
hronght in which passed through the House of Commons at the 
time when the change of Ministry occurred. 

Shortly afker the meeting of Parliament the Prime Minister, 
Lord Liverpool, was suddenly attacked by a paralytic stroke. 
Although his life was spared for the present, he was permanently 
rendered incapahle of business, and the office of Pbime Ministeb 
THEN became VACANT. The difficulties in the way of appointing 
a successor were greatly increased by the nature of the Cabinet 
over which he had presided ; it had been composed of most dis- 
cordant materials, especially on the Catholic Question, and was 
alone kept together by Lord Liverpool. Consequentiy for more 
than a month the Government remained without a nominal and 
responsible head. 

Although Lord Liverpool was undoubtedly surpassed in bril- 
liancy of talents by more than one of his colleagues, the country 
trusted in him on account of his unquestioned integrity and disin- 
terestedness. By his removal from office the differences of opinion 
which prevailed within the Cabinet were freed from their restrain- 
ing weight ; and men who had willingly acted under the prudent 
Lord Liverpool, would not recognize the advancement of any rival, 
thus rendering the choice of a head most difficult. To add to the 
embarrassment, the King was personally averse to the promotion 
of the most prominent member of the Cabinet, although the 
voice of the nation was unmistakeably in Mr. Canning's favour ; 
his foreign policy having made him more popular in the country 
than any Minister since the days of the Pitts. 

During ihejirst ten years of this Administration Lord London- 
derry was the most prominent man in the Cabinet. During the 
remaining five years the Cabinet was really led by Mr, Canning, 
His fjEune chiefly rests on his marvellous eloquence and on the 
foreign policy of those five years. The first principle which he 
laid down in 1828 was to destroy the power of the Holy Alliance, 
to separate England from the union of Continental Sovereigns, 
and to make the maintenance of British interests his main con- 
eideration. He resisted the attempts of France and Russia to 
assist Bpain in recovering her Amemoii ^Q«^%mc{ii%\ «!cA W 
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recognized the independence of the Spanish Colonies and of 
Brazil. The Treaty of London, subsequently in 1829, was but the 
result of Mr. Canning's policy ; by this treaty the final liberation 
of Greece was secured. 

During the whole of this Administration Lord Palmerston was 
Secretary at War. Lord Liverpool died December 4th, 1828, 
having never recovered from the paralytic stroke which necessi- 
tated his resignation of office. 
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1827. 



■•o*- 



THE CABINET. 



1 . First Lord of the Treasurj and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer' 



Mr. George Canning, died, August 8, 

8uocee£d by 
Lord Goderich, as Premier, and 
Mr. J. C. Herries, Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, in August. 

2. Lord Chancellor Lord Lyndhurst 

r Earl of Harrowby, resigned from ill- 

3. Lord President of Council - health. 

^Dnke of Portland, in August. 

.* T^«i T>^,r» c^oi i Duke of Portland. 

4. Lord Pnvy Seal j Lord Carlisle, in July. 



6. Home Secretary 



' Mr. Sturges Bourne. In Jolyi he be- 
came Commissioner of Woods and 



8. Colonial Secretary 



Forests, and was succeeded by 
\^ Marquis Lansdowne. 

7. Foreign Secretary Viscount Dudley. 

Viscount Groderich, Leader of the 

Lords. 
Mr. Huskisson, in August, intended 

Leader in the House of Commons. 

9. Without Office till July Marquis Lansdowne. 

10. Prerident of Bo«d of T«de { J^; ?"gj^°i„ xngnrt. 

11. President, Board of Control Mr. C. Wynn. 

12. Secretary at War Viscount Palmerston. 

13. Master of the Mint Mr. Tiemey. 



MR. CANNING'S ADMINISTRATION. 

JVom— April 10, 1827, to August 8, 1827. 

Duration — 120 days. 

Beign — Greorge IV. 

Party— The Liberal Pro-Catholic Party of the Tories. 

Principal Events — None. . 

Parliaments Dissolved — ^None. 

LORD GODERICH'S CONTINUATION OF MR. CANNING'S 

ADMINISTRATION. 

From — ^August 8, 1827, to January, 1828. 

Duration — 160 days. 

Reign — Gleorge IV. 

Partif — ^As above. 

Principal Events — ^Disputes and Disunion in the Cabinet. 

Parliaments Dissolved — ^None. 

Speaker of the House of Commons — ^Mr. C. M. Sutton. 

1827. — ^As has already been mentioned, more than a month 
elapsed after Lord Liyerpool's seizure before a snccessor was 
appointed. The Cabinet had been composed of two yery diverse 
parties, the Pro- and the Anti-Catholic parties, and as soon as the 
pressure of Lord Liverpool's authority was removed, it was mani- 
fest they conld not hold together. Although Mr. Canning 
was far the most talented of the Ministers, none of the Anti- 
Catholic party would act under him ; and, besides, the Sang was 
determined not to have the Catholic Question raised, and was 
personally averse to Canning. It was on this question of the 
Catholics that the Cabinet, after Lord Liverpool's resignation, split 
and went to pieces ; the Lord Chancellor, Duke of Wellington, 
and Mr. Peel, formed the strength of the Anti-Catholic party, 
and yet neither of them could claim the vacant Premiership on 
equally popular terms with the eloquent and toleiitA^ 'S^xss^^^ 
Secretary, The two former seemed 4iBc^"8X^^^^ 'Oaa oraa \s^ ^^ 
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and official situation, and the other by his military character. 
Mr. Peel, though possessing great weight and reputation, was a 
younger statesman than Mr. Canning, as well as a less brilliant 
debater. For these reasons the King felt he had no alternative 
but to call upon Mr. Canning for his advice as to the reconstruc- 
tion of the Ministry. Mr. Canning, knowing the King*s own desire, 
recommended him to form an entirely Anti- Catholic Ministry, and 
to exclude him from office. This Mr. Peel declared impracticable, 
and suggested a mixed Cabinet, under such a nominal head as 
Mr. Frederick Bobinson ; but to this scheme Mr. Canning would 
not listen. The King, therefore, was compelled to authorise 
Mr. Canning to form the Ministry himself, but hoped, by getting 
him to include many of the late Ministry, that they would still be , 
at variance among themselves on the Catholic Question. 

In reply, however, to Mr. Canning's circular, Mr. Peel, the 
Duke of Wellington, Lord Westmorland, Lord Bexley, and Lord 
Eldon, and Earl Bathurst resigned. Lord Melville, although 
agreeing on the Catholic Question, also resigned ; and among the 
remainder of the office-holders and the household there were 
numerous resignations. All the Tory Lords were offended at 
Mr. Canning's elevation, and so strong was their feeling that eight 
dukes presented a petition to the King remonstrating against his 
appointment, and notifying that they would offer a determined 
opposition to his Government. The Duke of Wellington even 
resigned his command of the army. 

The recess of Parliament from April 12 to May 1 gave the 
new Premier time to complete his arrangements, which he did by 
selecting his colleagues chiefly from the Whig Pro-Catholic party, 
although the King still insisted that the Catholic Question was 
not to be made a Cabinet one. Mr. Robinson was raised to the 
.Peerage as Lord Goderich with a view to his being Leader in the 
House of Lords. 

When Parliament reassembled after the recess on the 1st May 

explanations were given in both Houses of Parliament, both by 

the new Ministers, and by those of the late Ministry who had 

hnsiken Mr, Canning. The bitterest opposition to him was pro- 

claimed in the House of Lords. T\ie Maxc^ ol \j»ai^<;2r«[\^^^ 
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however, in July accepted a seat in the Gahinet as Secretary for 
the Home Department ; Mr. S. Bourne becoming Commissioner 
of Woods and Forests. 

The Com Law Bill, which had passed the Commons before the 
recess, was brought up to the Lord?, and on May 25 the debate 
for referring it to a Committee took place. A hostile amendment 
to it, brought forward by the Puke of Wellington, was carried 
against the Government by 78 to 74, and this necessitated the 
withdrawal of the bill by the Government, for a second division on 
the subject gave a larger majority than before to the opposition. 
Mr. Canning in commenting on this amendment used some severe 
remarks about its author and supporters, which language was 
warmly resented in the Upper House. 

The principal other events which took place in the remaining 
fragment of a Session which succeeded the formation of the new 
Ministry, were the personal alienation of Mr. Peel, who openly 
raised the standard of opposition, and the bitter charges of political 
tergiversation which were freely bandied about. 

Parliament was prorogued July 2. In his Speech the King said 
that though the Com Law Bill had not been carried this 'Session, 
its consideration would be resumed early next Session. 

Soon after the rising of Parliament Mr. Canning, whose health 
had long been delicate, and who was worn out by mental anxiety, 
was attacked by illness from which he never recovered. He went 
down to Chiswick, to the Duke of Devonshire's seat, and there, on 
THE 8th August, he died (it was the same house where Mr. Fox 
had died). This unexpected event produced a profound impression 
through the country, £or Mr. Canning possessed in his own cha- 
racter enough to justify the admiration which attended him while 
living, and the regrets that followed him to the grave. In him 
Europe lost her ablest statesman, and the Commons of England 
their finest and most finished orator. Mr. Canning's widest fame 
will always rest, like that of Lord Chatham, on what he performed 
as Foreign Secretary. His countrymen will always remember 
him in that capacity as one who proudly maintained the honour of 
their country ; and who then, by the mere forc^ oi liksviV^^^^ ^"ii^^^ 
to he Prime Minister of England. 
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Oa Mr. Canniog's death Lord GoDsaics took the reins of 
GovERNHENT, aul was sacceeded in the Foreign Office by Mr. 
Haskisson, who was intended to be the Leader in the Hoase of 
Commons. The main difficnltj lay in finding a Chancellor of the 
Excheqner. The office was declined by Mr. Tiemey, Mr. Hnskisson, 
and Mr. S. Bonme ; bat eyentaally Mr. Henries was appointed. 
Upon this the Marqnis of Lansdowne tendered his resignation^ bat 
by the King's expressed desire he retained his post. The Dake 
of Wellington, who had felt himself slighted by Mr. Canning, 
immediately resnmed the command of the Army ; bat no other 
changes occnrred in the Cabinet. It soon became felt that the 
discordant elements of which the Cabinet was composed woald 
not long hold together when the master-hand of Canning was 
withdrawn ; and the introduction of Mr. Harries proved a new 
element of discord. On the subject of nominating a Finance 
Committee no commanication at all was held with Mr. Herries, 
and Lord Althorp was proposed as chairman by Mr. Hnskisson. 
As soon as this became known to Mr. Herries, he protested against 
sach an appointment being made as long as he was Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and therefore properly head of all the Finance 
Department. 

Mr. Haskisson threatened to resign unless Lord Althorp was 
appointed, and Mr. Herries resigned because he could not remain 
under such a public slight upon him. Lord Goderich, unable to 
decide between them, himself resigned ; and thus, before Parlia- 
ment met, the Canning Coalition Ministry came to an end. It 
was not the dispute between Mr. Huskisson and Mr. Herries only 
that destroyed the Cabinet ; because, in truth, in the middle of 
t)ecember, before the difference about the chair of the Finance 
Committee had arisen, Lord Goderich, feeling his inability to fill 
the place he held, and considering all the embarrassments of his 
position, had actually tendered his resignation. He took with 
him from office a high and honourable character, but he left neither 
his King nor his country impressed with any high idea of his 
energy and decision, or of his power and skill to grapple with 
di^ealties, or control jarring spirits. 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S ADMINISTRATION. 



1828-1880. 



THE CABINET. 

1. First Lord of the Treasarr ^. Dake of Wellington. 

2. Chancellor of the Exchequer Mr. H. GonlbonL 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord Lrndhnrst. 

4. Lord President of Cocmcil ...^ Earl Bathnrst. 

f Lord Ellenboroogh. 

5. Lord Privy Seal _ -{ Earl Rosslvn (a Whig) became Lord 

L PriTT Seal in July, 1829. 

6. Home Secretary | Mr. Robert Peel, Leader in the House 

\ of Commons. 

- !?«-«;«« c.w»«.4^»». ) ^S^l Dudley, resigned. May, 1828. 

'• ^^'^'^ Secretary .. | j^^ Aberdin!^ 

' Mr. William Hnskisacm, resigned^ May, 

8. Colonial Secretary - 1828. 

I Sir G. Murray. 

9. Master of the Miut Mr. J. C. Herries. 

' Viscount Melyille; in August, 1828. 

Succeeded by 
Lord Ellenborough, who, until July, 
1 829, retained ^so the office of Lc^ 
Privy SeaL 

' Viscount Melville, from Aug., 1828, 
on the resignation, by the Duke of 
Clarence, of the office of Lord High 
Admiral. 

, « i^u n < *!.« Tk I, ^r r Earl of Abenleen. His successor, 

12. Chancellor of the Duchy of J ^^ Charles Arbuihnot, had no seat i 

^^«^^ " I the Cabinet. 

13. Treasurer of Navy, and Presi- j Mr. Charles Grant, resigned. 

dent of Board of Trade \ Mr. W. V. Fitzgerald. 

(Lord Palmerston, resigned. His suc- 
Si^Hardinge, had no seat in the 
Cabinet 



10. President ofBoard of Control. 



11. First Lord of the Admiraky. 



in 



DUKE OP WELLINGTON'S ADMINISTRATION. 

From — Janaarj, 1828, to November 16, 1830. 

Duration, — 2 years and 301 days. 

Reign — George IV. and William IV. 

Party — Tory. 

Principal Events — Catholic Emancipation. Riots. 

Parliament Dissolved — Jaly 24, 1830, on Demise of Crown. 

Speaker of Hie House of Commons-^Jilr, C. M. Sutton. 

1828. — The new Goyemment was speedily constructed. In 
framing it, almost all the members of the former one were retained, 
except the Marqnis of Lansdowne, Mr. Tiemey, and Sir James 
Scarlett — ^Whigs who had joined Mr. Canning in the day of his 
necessity — ^bnt the rest of the Canningites remained ; even Messrs. 
Hnskisson and Herries, whose antipathies had been so fatal to 
the late Ministry, became members of the new one. Thus was 
the Ministry restored to very much the same personnel which 
had held office under Lord Liverpool. 

Considerable ill-feeling was excited outside at Mr. Huskisson's 
retaining office under a chief opposed to the alteration of the Corn 
Laws -and Roman Catholic Emancipation. But on May 19, on a 
difference of opinion about the disenfranchisement of East Betford, 
Mr, Huskisson sent in his resignation. It was promptly accepted 
by the Duke. On Mr. Huskisson attempting to withdraw from 
his words, the Duke said, ''It is no mistake ; it can be no 
mistake ; and it shall be no mistake." 

E[is resignation was followed by that of the whole of the 
Canningite party — Lords Dudley and P aimer ston^ and Messrs. 
Lamb and C, Grant, The Duke, therefore, remodelled his Ministij 
out of the Tory party, taking in the Earl of Aberdeen, Sir George 
Murray, Sir Henry Hardinge, and Mr. Y. Fitzgerald. During 
the autumn the Duke of Clarence resigned kia of&&^ ^i \i^T^ 
High Admiral, in consequence of a TemoTi^\x^\i<^^ '\^^\Ti% tsa.^^ ^«^ 
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his cosily marine shows. Lord Melville was consequentlj re- 
instated at the Admiralty, and Lord Ellenborongh saeeeeded him 
at the Board of Control. 

Parliament met January 29. In the King's Speech reference 
was made to the rapture between the Porte and the Greeks, and 
the untoward battle of Nayarino. The early part of the Session 
was chiefly occupied in personal accusations and explanations with 
reference to the Ministerial arrangements above recorded. 

The Bill for Repealing the Tests and Corporation Acts was 
introduced by Lord John Bussell. These Acts had excluded 
from office all who refused to take the Sacrament according to 
the ritual of the Church of England. The Gt)yemment opposed 
the motion for a committee on the subject, but it was carried, 
February 26, by 237 to 193. On February 28 a resolution was 
carried that the Acts ought to be repealed, Mr. Peel and other 
members of the Government leaving the House without voting. 
The Bill subsequently passed the committee, with an amendment 
added by Mr. Peel, which substituted in the case of Dissenters 
a declaration in lieu of the Sacramental test. The Bill, after 
much discussion, passed the Lords April 28, the Ministry and the 
Bishops acceding to it in its amended form. 

On May 8 Sir Francis Burdett moved that the House resolve 
itself into committee to consider the Laws affecting Roman 
Catholics, with a view to a conciliatory adjustment. The motion 
^vas opposed by the Government, but after three nights was 
carried by a majority of 6 (272 to 266). Instead of proceeding 
further, a conference was held with the Lords to ascertain their 
sentiments on the matter. The subject was discussed in the 
Lords for two nights, but the motion was negatived by a majority 
of 44 (181 to 137), and so the matter ended for the present 
Session. 

New Com Law Bi]^ with a sliding scale of protective duties, 
pasBcd. 

Parliament was prorogued July 28. 

In Ireland great excitement was caused by the election of 
Mr, 0' Connelly a Roman Catholic, as member for the county of 
Olaie, thuB defeating Mr. "Vesey YVUg^^x^V^, ^\ift ^^ %<i^king * 
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re-election on his acceptance of office. Public meetings were held 
in Ireland in fayonr of the Catholic Association, and some in 
England in opposition to it. In December Dr. Cortis, the titular 
Catholic Primate of Ireland, wrote a letter to the Duke of 
Wellington on the state of the country and the necessity of 
settling the question of Emancipation in order to restore concord. 
The Duke replied that he could see no prospect of such a settle- 
ment. This letter Dr. Curtis sent to the Marquis of Anglesea, 
Lord Lieutenant, who in reply stated that he differed from the 
opinion of the Duke. He was in consequence recalled on De- 
cember 80, and was succeeded by the Duke of Northumberland. 

1829* — ^Parliament opened, February 5. The King's Speech, 
in alluding to the state of Ireland, stated that the existence of the 
Catholic Association was dangerous to the public peace and 
inimical to the spirit of the Constitution; it was, therefore, 
necessary to grant powers to maintain authority; but at the same 
time it added a recommendation to take into consideration the laws 
which impose civil disabilities on the Roman Catholics^ with a vieir 
to their removal in a manner consistent with the full security of 
our Establishments in Church and State. This took the nation 
by surprise. Up to this time none had known that his Majesty's 
Ministers intended to recommend to Parliament an entire aban- 
donment of the principle which both the Premier and the Leader 
of the House of Commons had, up to the close of last year, de- 
terminedly upheld ; and there can be no doubt that the disingenu- 
ousness of their conduct lowered the characters of the Duke of 
Wellington and Sir B. Peel in public estimation. 

The first act of the House was the suppression of the Catholic 
Association. This bill was introduced by Mr. Peel, and passed 
without a division; but before it became law the Association 
forestalled it, and declared itself dissolved, as its objects had 
been already fulfilled by the Government Bill of Belief to 
Catholics. 

In consequence of this change of policy Mr. Peel felt bound to 
resign his seat for the University of Oxford, but sought re-electioii. 
Every exertion was used by the Go^emmeiiX. Wifti VJsi^^^!^^ H«^ 



64 DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S ADMINISTRATIOir. 

secure his return, bat he lost, and was at once retomed for 
Westbory ; Sir Robert Inglis representing the University. 

Mr. Peel introduced the Government Bills for Catholic Belief 
on March 6. The main objects of the Bills were to enable Roman 
Catholics to sit in either House of Parliament, and to declare them 
eligible for any appointment except Lord Lieutenant of Lreland, 
Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper of the Great Seal. The first 
division for going into committee was carried by a ms^ority of 
188 (348 to 160). The second reading was carried, March 18, by 
a majority of 180 (858 to 178). Sir Charles WetheraU, who had 
spoken with indignant plainness against the Bill, was removed from 
his office of Attorney 'General, Knd Sir James Scarlett was appointed. 

The second reading was carried in the Lords, April 4, by a 
majority of 105 (217 to 112), after three nights* debate. The 
Di^e of Wellington admitted that the Cabinet had been com- 
pelled to yield to the popular will on the subject, being thoroughly 
convinced that the choice lay between concession and civil war. 
The King reluctantly gave his assent, and the bill became law. 

On May 15 Mr, O'Connell, the Roman Catholic member for 
Clare, claimed to sit, under the new Act, but refused to take the Oath 
of Supremacy, which the House required, since he had been elected 
under the old law ; a new writ therefore was issued for Clare. 

Mr. Peel's Metropolitan Police Bill was passed. 

Parliament was prorogued June 24. 

On the 2l8t March there was a duel between the Duke of 
Wellington and Lord Winchelsea, in consequence of the latter 
refusing to withdraw certain remarks in a public letter, imputing 
to the Duke base motives in introducing the Catholic Relief Bill. 
Lord Winchelsea received the Duke's fire and then fired in the 
air, and he then apologized. 

In May the Earl of Suffolk was elected member for Horsham : 
he was the first Roman Catholic who took his seat in the House. 

1830. — ^Parliament opened February 4. 

Since the passing of the Catholic Relief Bill the Ministers 

found themselves estranged from a large body of their Tory 

adheroDtB, And were only enabled to cou^axinL^ m'^'K^t by the aid 
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of the Whig party, who were ready to coalesce with them, bnt 
expected to receive a share of power. 

The early part of the Session was occupied in debates on 
economical reforms. 

The question of Parliamentary Reform became, after the 
Catholic Belief Bill was passed, the question of the day ; but 
Lord John Bussell's Besolutions for Extending the Basis of the 
Representation of the People were (May 28) negatiyed by 218 
to 117 ; and Mr. B. Grant's Bill for giving Belief to the Jews 
was thrown out at the second reading by 228 to 166. 

An Address to the Grown by both Houses of Parliament, 
praying for the removal of Sir Jonah Barrington from his office 
of Judge of the E[igh Court of Admiralty in Ireland, was passed. 

GEOBGE IV. DIED, JUNE 26th. SUCCEEDED BY 
W 1 1 jTJAM IV. On the motion of an Address to his Majesty, 
amendments were moved in the Lords by Lord Grey, in the 
Commons by Lord Althorp, in order to consider the expediency 
of providing a Begency in case of the demise of the Crown. The 
amendments were both negatived — ^in the Lords 100 to 56, in the 
Commons 186 to 189. 

Parliament was prorogued by the King on July 28, and on 
the next day, in consequence of the recent demise of the Crown, 

rr WAS DISSOLVED. 

July 27. — ^Bevolution in Paris. Charles X. abdicated and 
sought refuge in England. The Duke of Orleans was chosen King 
and ascended the throne as Lotus Philippe. 

In November occurred the insurrection at Brussels in favour 
of the independence of Belgium, then under the rule of Holland. 

At the opening of the Manchester and Liverpool railway, 
September 15, Mr. Huskisson was killed. 

The progress of the Session which had just closed had 
separated the Ministry, not only from their old friends, but also 
from the Whigs, who had kept the Duke of Wellington in office, 
but whose hopes having been disappointed by him, they came to 
the general election in a spirit of bitter and determined opposi- 
tion. The elections, taken as a whole, ienxmisAA^ \a&K<«^^£»S^ 
£fr the Ministrj, 
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The new Pkriiament met <hi the 26th October. Mr. Maimers 
Sotton iims imanimoiisl J le-eleeted as ^eaker. On the 2iid NoTem- 
ber the King <^p»ied the Session in person. In his Speech the King 
referred to the recent evoits in France and Belgium, to the recent 
agruian riots, and the destrocticm of machinery by incendiaries. 
In the debate on the Address the Dnke of Wellington declared his 
<^po6iti<m to any species of Parliamentary Beform. In the 
Hoose of Commons the Ministiy were attacked by Lord Althorp, 
Mr. Brongham, and others, bat they did not diTide on the Address. 

On the 19th NoT^nber the Boyal party, with the leading 
Ministers, were to dine at the Mansion Hoose, bnt owing to fears 
of a riot in conseqnence of the Dnke^s nnpopnlarity, they did 
not venture to go, Pnblic opinion decided that the Ministers 
exhibited themselyes in a timid, a ridicnlons, and unpopular light; 
and snch was their position when they brought on the question of 
the settlement of the ciTil list for the new reign. 

On NoTemher 15 Sir H. Pamell moTed for the appointment 
of a select committee, which, after a short debate, was carried 
against Ministers by 238 to 204. 

The next day the Duke of Wellington and Sir B. Peel an- 
nounced THAT TH£T HAD TENDERED THEIB BESIGNATIOKS, which 

had been accepted. They afterwards declared that they had come 
to this resolution not so much on account of the aboTe adTerse 
Tote, as because they appreciated that the House had determined 
on Parliamentary Beform. 

The year 1830 has been characterized as the nadir of the Tory 
party, as the years 1814 and 1815 had been its zenith. 

It was just before the meeting of this Parliament that the 
Duke of Wellington had in vain attempted to persuade Lord 
Palmerston to join his Ministry. 



EARL GREY'S ADMINISTRATION. 



1830-1834. 



THE CABINET. 



4. Lord Privy Seal 



1. Prime Minister Earl Grey. 

2. Lord Preeddent of ConnciL Marquis Lansdowne. 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord Brongham. 

Lord Durham, made Earl of Durham 

in 1833. Succeeded by 
Earl of Bipon, April, 1833; resigned, 

May 27, 1834. Succeeded by 
Earl Carlisle. 

6. Home Secretary Viscount Melbourne. 

7. Foreign Secretary Viscount Palmerston. 

'Viscount Goderich, created Earl of 
Ripon, and Lord Privy Seal. Suc- 
ceeded by 
Mr. Stanley, 1838, resigned, May 27, 

1834. Succeeded by 
Mr. Spring Bice. 

9. President of Board of Control.... Mr. Qiarles Grant. 

1 Lord Auckland, ceased to sit in the 

10. President of Board of Trade I Cabinet, 1833. Succeeded, in May, 

and Master of the Mint | 1834, by 

( Mr. Poulett Thomson. 

f Sir J. Graham, resigned, May 27, 1834. 

1 1 . First Lord of the Admiralty 4 Succeeded by 

l^Lord Auckland. 

^^' ^^tor!L™...™.™...!! I ^'* ^''^^- 



8. Colonial Secretary ...... 



13. Postmaster-General 



'Duke of Richmond, joined Cabinet 
I in 1832; resigned, May 27, 1834. 
1 Succeeded by 
Marquis of Conyngham. 

U. PaymasteNGeneral | ^^3^°*^ ^°'^"' J°"'* ^'■^^ ^ 

Mr. Stanley, joined Cabinet in 1832, 
became Secretanr of State, 1833. 
Next Secretary tor Ireland, 

15. Secretary for Ireland. . A Sir J. Cam Hobhouse, who did not sit 

in the Cabinet. He was succeeded 
by 
^Mr. E. J. Littleton. 

^«. TTithoQt Office « ...... "- E»i\ oi CwVwS^^Vsoi'fc^^^^Sc&ii^ 



EARL GREY'S ADMINISTRATION, 

JVom— NoYember, 1830, to July 8, 1834. 
DwratUm — 3 years and 231 days. 
i?e^fii— William IV. 
Por^— Whig. 

Principal Event—'SiidoTni BilL 

Parliaments Dissolved— Apni 22, 1831, as the Ministry were defeated 
on the Bef orm Bill. 
December 3, 1832, to elect the new Reformed Parliament 
Speaker of the House of Commons — ^Mr. C. M. Sntton. 

Befobe fonning the Mmistry Lord Grey had obtained the King's 
consent to his making Parliamentary Reform a Gt)Yemment measure. 
Mr. Stanley on seeking his re-election for Preston, on his 
acceptance of the post of Chief Secretary for Ireland, was defeated 
by the Radical, Mi*. Hnnt, bnt was elected for Windsor. 

1831. — ^Lord John Rnssell introduced theyirst Reform Bill in 
the Commons ; and on March 22 the second reading was carried 
by a migority of 1 in a house of 603 ; but subsequently Ministers 
being defeated, April 21 (142 to 164), on a question of adjourn- 
ment proposed by General Gascoyne, tendered their resignation ; this 
the King refused to accept, but Dissolved Part.tamf.nt, April 
22, in order to take the sense of the people on the proposed measure. 

The great election ciy was, '* The Bill, the whole Bill, and 
nothing but the Bill f " and nearly all the county members were 
returned pledged to support the Bill. 

The new Parliament was opened June 14, and re-elected 
Mr. C. M. Sutton as Speaker. The King's Speech recommended 
the expediency of Parliamentary Reform. 

Lord John Russell made his second attempt, and introduced a 
Bill for Reform. 

Debates on the second reading commenced July 4. On the 
third night, i.e. July 6, House divided, and it was carried (^^T 
io251). From July 18 to September*! ^^l^^^^Vn^^^sssssis^j^ 
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In Commitiee the Opposition met the Bill with every possihle 
ohstmction. '' Nights of divisions ** were the role. One instance 
will suffice. On Jnlj 12, 1881, a motion was made for the Speaker 
to leave the chair, in order that the House might go into Committee 
on the Reform Bill. It wa^ met hj the Tories with repeated 
motions for adjonmment, on each of which a discussion followed 
and a division took place. The House was kept sitting until half- 
past seven in the morning. When Sir Charles Wetherall, who 
had led the Opposition on this occasion, came out, it was raining 
heavily. *' By God ! ** he exclaimed, in a tone of vexation, to a 
friend who accompanied him, *' if I had known this they should 
have had a few more divisions ! " 

It was passed September 19 (849 to 286). From October 8 
to 8 it was debated in the House of Lords, and thrown out (158 
to 199). October 10 Lord Ebrington carried a resolution in the 
Commons lamenting the rejection of the Reform Bill by the Lords 
(829 to 198). 

October 20 the Parliament was prorogued, having sat all the 
autumn, the King stating that a Reform Bill should again be sub- 
mitted at the opening of the ensuing Session. 

There were Reform riots all over the country, especially at 
Derby and Nottingham ; but the most serious riot was at Bristol^ 
October 29 to 81, when a great part of the city was burnt and 
many lives lost. 

December 6 Parliament opened. The King in his Speech 
recommended a careful consideration of the new Reform Bill, 
which was introduced by Lord John Russell, December 12, being 
his third attempt in that year. The second reading was carried 
December 17 by 824 to 162. 

1832* — January 19 Mr. Stanley, the Irish Secretary, and 
Mr. Jeffrey, the Lord Advocate, introduced, respectively, the 
Irish and Scotch Reform Bills. The Reform Bill was in Com- 
mittee from January 20 to March 10. The third reading was 
carried, March 19 by 855 to 289. 

From April 9 to 18, there were Reform Debates in the House of 
Lords, the debate lasting till 7 A..M.,^\iQin \2i^^ ^cniiAi«^^\si%'«v& 
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carried by 184 to 175 ; but on 7th May the Ministers were defeated 
in the Lords on Lord Lyndhnrst's amendment (115 to 151), and 
consequently tendebed theib besignations, unless the King 
would create a batch of New Peers. The King sent for the Duke 
of Wellington, Lord Lyndhurst, anrf^Sir R, Peel, but they failed in 
forming an Administration, and the former Ministers were accord- 
ingly recalled. May 17 ; Lord Grey stating that their retention of 
office must depend on the conyiction of being able to carry th6 
Reform Bill unimpaired. 

The Reform Bill then silently pcissed the House of Lords, and 
was, June 4, carried (106 to 22), in consequence of 100 Opposi- 
tion Peers (the Duke of Wellington amongst them) withdrawing 
from the House in obedience to a circular from the King. 

The Bill received Royal Assent June 7. 

Lish Reform Bill August 7. 

July 27.— Budget. 

July 81. — ^Abolition of Punishnjent of Death for Forgery. 

August 8. — Question of West Lidia Relief introduced. 

August 6. — ^Parliament prorogued. 

During all this year Lreland was in a very disturbed state, and 
there were numerous outrages and murders. 

After the delay necessary to complete the registration. Parlia- 
ment WAS dissolved on the 8rd December. 

1833* — First elections under the Reform Act. The country 
was in a riotous state. 509 Reformers and 149 Tories returned. 

Parliament opened February 5. Mr. 0. M. Sutton was re- 
elected Speaker. 

Irish Debates. Coercion Bill for Ireland, to suppress the dis- 
turbances, passed March 29, and the Habeas Corpus suspended. 
The Debates contained vigorous speeches of Sir R. Peel, Mr. 
Stanley, and Mr. 0*Oonnell. 

A Bill for reducing the Irish Church Establishment passed, after 
long debates, in August, by which the Bishoprics were reduced in 
number from 20 to 12, and the money placed at the disposal of 
Government was appropriated to the increase of ^tc^i^ \2cvcs^'^^ 
hmlding of churches, and other ecc\e€i\&<&\I\c^iX Y^"^^^^"^* 
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A New Charter to the East India Company was granted for 
twenty years ; bat the monopoly of the China trade was taken 
away, and the commercial character of the company obliterated. 
The £ill passed without opposition. 

Bat the most important of all the Acts passed was that for the 
Abolition of Slavery, by which all slaves in British Colonies were 
manamitted, becoming apprenticed laboarers for six years to their 
present owners. And twenty millions were voted as compensation 
to the slave-owners. 

Lord Ashley's Bill for Begalating the Laboar of Little Children 
in the Factories passed. 

Parliament was prorogaed Aagast 29. 

1834* — ^Parliament met Febraary 4. Mr. O'Connell raised a 
long debate on the Repeal of the Union, which terminated in an 
Address to the King from the two Hoases, expressing their resolve 
to maintain the Union. 

Irish Church Eeduction Bill introdaced by Mr. Ward, who 
proposed to secalarize the sarplns revenaes of the Lish Charch. 
On this point the Cabinet were divided in opinion, and Mr. Stanley, 
Sir J. Graham, Earl Bipon, and the Dake of Richmond not agree- 
ing to divert from ecclesiastical ase any Charch property, resigned 
May 27. The next day the King replied extempore to a birthday 
address from the Lish Bishops, in a spirit of warm opposition to 
the Bill. Mr. Ward's motion, pressed to a division, was negatived 
by a minority of 276 in a Hoase of 516. 

At the beginning of Jaly, Lord Althorp, not being able to carry 
through the Commons his renewal of the Lish Coercion Bill, sent 
in his resignation with Mr. Littleton's ; and on the 9th July Lord 
Grey stated in the Lords, that, owing to Lord Althorp's resigna- 
tion, and a division of opinion in the Cabinet, and his own de- 
clining health, he had tendered his besignation. 

Daring his Ministry Lord Grey exercised an active supervision 

over foreign policy; and so he divides with Lord Palmerston 

the credit or discredit of the recognition of Belgian independence, 

and the actire support given to the Constitutional claimants of the 

Spanish and Poitnguese throneB. 
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1834. 



T.HE CABINET. 

1. Premier Lord Melbourne (first time). 

2. Lord President of CoanciL ^MarqnisofLansdowne. 

3. Lord Chancellor ^ Lord BroDgham. 

4. Lord Privy Seal ^ Earl of MnlgraTe. 

6. Chancellor of the Exchequer^ ViscoantAlthorp, succeeded his father 
and Leader in the House of V as Lord Spencer, in November, 1834, 
Onmions „ ^ ^ J and had to go to the Upper House. 

6. Home Secretarj* — Viscount Duncannon. 

7. Foreign Secretary Viscount Palmerston. 

8. Colonial Secretary Mr. T. Spring Rice. 

9. President of Board of Control Mr. C. Grant. 

10. First Lord of the Admiralty Lord Auckland. 

11. Chancellor of the Duchy of) j^^g j, ^ 

Lancaster J 

12. Paymaster-General Lord John Russell. 

'"■ %'^^'TZ.— '^—. \ S« J- C- Hobhonse. 

14. Master of the Mint Mr. J. Abercromby. 

15. Secretary at War Mr. Edward Ellice. 



LORD MELBOURNE'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION, 

From^-Jnlj 11, 1834, to November 14, 1834. 

Duration — 128 days. 

Heign—Wimam IV. 

Party— Whig, 

Principal Events — ^None. 

Parliaments Dissolved — ^None. 

Speaker of (he House of Commons — ^Mr. G. M. Sutton. 

1834. — On 17th July Lord Melbourne appeared as head of 
what was called the New Administration, but which really was 
Lord Grey's Cabinet with alterations in the offices of Lord Priyy 
Seal, Treasury, and Home Office ; and Sir J. C. Hobhouse had 
a seat in the Cabinet as Commissioner of the Woods and Forests. 
Lord Althorp easily persuaded himself to return to the Exchequer 
and the Leadership of the House of Commons. 

A fresh Coercion Bill, slightly modified from the former, was 
introduced by Ministers, who were much assailed for tergiversation 
in retaining their places at the expense of their principles. After 
opposition from Mr. O'Connell and others, the Bill finally passed, 
July 29. 

Irish Church Temporalities Act passed. 

Poor Law Amendment Act, which had been introduced by the 
late Government, was passed. Commissioners appointed. 

Jewish Disabilities Bill passed in the Commons, rejected by 
the Lords. 

August 15. — ^King prorogued Parliament. 

Before the prorogation the weakness and vacillation of the 
Government were apparent, and their existence depended only on 
the support of those who did not conceal their contempt, i. e, 
Mr. O'Connell and his party. The reputation of the Cabinet 
was lowered by the hostility of the Press in general, and b^ La^d. 
Brougham's injadicious speeches dutmg\k^ ^^\\.\asi\i. ^\i^<5r^<sc5a<st 
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1834-1835. 



THE CABINET. 

'■ ^'T^S^r'^^Z ] S" Robert Peel (first time). 

2. Lord President of Conncil Earl Bosslyn. 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord Lyndhnrst 

4. Lord Privy Seal ^„ ^ Lord Whamcliffe. 

5. Home Secretary Mr. Henry Goolbam. 

6. Foreign SecreUoy j ^^l^ JS""' ^"^ <^ ^^^ 

7. War and Colonial Secretary Earl of Aberdeen. 

8. First Lord of the Admiralty Earl de Grey. 

9. President of Board of Control Lord EUenborough. 

10. President of Board of Trade I m^r, a i«^«n*i^,. Wo««« 

and Master of the Mint. } ^^- ^^''^^^ Banng. 

11. Paymaster of the Forces Sir Edward Knatchball. 

12. War Secretary Mr. J. C. Henries. 

13. Master-General of Ordnance Sir George Mnrray. 



SIR ROBERT PEEL'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 

/Vom—November, 1834, to April 18, 1836. 

Duration — MO days. 

Iteign^Wimam IV. 

Party — Tory. 

Principal Events — ^None. 

Parliament Dissolved — ^December 30, 1834, to strengthen the position 

of the Ministry. 
Speaker of the House of Commons : — 

Sir C. M. Satton, created Viscount Canterbury, February, 1835. 

Mr. James Abercromby. 

1834. — On the dismissal of Lord Melbourne's Administration 
the King, on November 15, sent for the Duke of Wellington, who 
advised him to intrust the Government to Sir Robert Peel. Sir 
Robert was then in Italy, but he was at once communicated with, 
and until his arrival the Duke carried on the Government, singly 
discharging, in his own person, the duties of the Cabinet and thi^ 
Secretaries. The messenger arrived in Rome on the 25th oi 
November, and by the 9th December Sir Robert Peel had an audi- 
ence with the King and accepted the office of Prime Minister. 
He made unsuccessful overtures to Lovd Stanley and Sir J. 
Graham to join his Cabinet. By the end of December his official 
arrangements were completed. On December 80 Pabliament was 

DISSOLVED. 

1835« — Parliament opened on February 19. The Opposition 
carried the election of Mr. J. Abercromby, Master of the Mint in 
the late Ministry, as Speaker of the House, against Sir Charles 
Manners Sutton, after a close division, 816 to 806. The latter 
was raised to the Peerage as Viscount Canterbury. There were 
warm debates in both Houses on the Address, with reference to 
the manner of the change of Ministry. The amendm!e;\it» ^-viVSc^i^ 
Address was carried by a majority of 7 agama\.V\i^^Q>^«ttiXCkK^\a.^ 
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House of 611 ; bnt Sir Robert Peel declared that an mifiiYoiirable 
Tote would not induce bim to resign. The Marqnis of London- 
deny, who had been nominated Ambassador at St. Petersbnrg, 
declined the appointment in consequence of its general condem- 
nation in the House of Commons. 

Ecclesiastical Gonmiission appointed. 

Long debates ensued on the subject — brought fonrard by the 
Opposition — of appropiiatingthe surplus revenues ofihe Irish Church 
to other than strictly Ecclesiastical purposes, during which the 
Ministry introduced their Tithe Bill for Ireland. The Ministry 
were defeated on April 2 by a majority of 88 in a House of 611, 
on April 6 by a majority of 25 in a House of 499, and on 
April 7 by a migority of 27 in a House of 548, and so on. April 8, 
Sir Robert Peel, being unable to goTem the country in the 
face of a hostile majority in the House of Commons, told the 
House that the GrOTemment had r^ctantly tendered their 
BESiGKATioN of offico ; and the same day the Duke of Wellington 
made a similar statement in the Lords. 

From this fulure of the first Administration of Sir Robert Peel 
it is apparent how utterly incapable of accomplishing any good, or 
of commanding general respect, must be any Ministry, however 
talented its head, without a majority in the House of Commons, 
lu flEtct, a Goyemment in a minority is a state of things inconsistent 
with the working of the English constitution ; but Sir Robert Peel 
had proved himself a most skilful and efficient leader of the 
Tory party. 



LORD MELBOURNE'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 



1835-1841. 



THE CABINET. 



1. First Lord of the Treasmy Lord Melbourne (second time). 

2. Lord President of Coondl Loid Lansdowne. 

3. Firrt Lord of the AdBurlty... j IS'l^Sitember. 1885. 

4. Chancellor of the Duchj of ( Lord Holland, died October 22, 1840. 

Lancaster ^ ( Sir George Grey, Jane, 1841. 

Visconnt Dnncannon. In August, 
1839, he resigned the Priyj Seal, 
bnt remained in the Cabinetas First 
Commissioner of Land Bevenne. 



5. CoDunissioner of Woods and 
Forests and Lord Priyy Seal 



6 Home Secretary 



Lord John Rnssell, Leader in the 

Hoose of Commons. 
Marquis of Normanby, in 1839. 

7. Foreign Secretary Lord Falmerston. 

( Mr. Charles Grant, created Lord 

8. Colonial Secretary Glenelg. 

( Lord John Russell, in 1839. 

9. Secretary for India Sir J. C. Hobhouse. 

' Viscount Howick, resigned from dis- 
agreement about the changes in the 
Cabinet 

, Mr. T. B. Macaulay, September, 1839. 

Mr. Fonlett Thompson, appointed 

GoTemor-General of Canada: 
Mr. Henry Labouchere, August, 1839. 

Mr. Spring Kice, created Lord Mont- 
eagle. 
Mr. F. T. Baring, August, 1839. 



10. War Secretary 



1 1 . President of Board of Trade. 



12. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 



,«^ xoi-n ^--i^ ( Lord Cottenham (C. Pepys) became 

13. Great Seal m Commission | ^^ Chancellor in JaAiaiy, 1836. 

14. Chief Secretary for Irehind 1 1^^^ Morpeth joined the Cabinet in 



15. Lord Privy Seal. 



j 1839. 

' Lord Clarendon, in 1839, and on the 
deatii of Lord Holland, took the 
office of Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, until June, 1841. 



LORD MELBOURNE'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 

Fnm — April 18, 1836, to September 3, 1841. 

Duration — 6 years and 138 days. 

Reign — William IV. and Victoria. 

Party— Whig, 

Principal Events — ^Rebellion in Canada, Affghan War, Disturbances 

at home. 
Parliaments Dissolved — July 17, 1837, on Demise of Crown. 

June 23, 1841, in consequence of defeat of Ministry on the Budget. 
Speaker of the House of Commons : — 

Mr. James Abercromby, created, in 1839, Lord Dunfermline. 

Mr. Charles Shaw Lef evre. 

Dn the resignation of Sir Robert Peel the King sent for Earl 
^1*67) by whose advice the task of forming a new Administration 
^as again committed to the hands of Lord Melbourne. He 
-eformed his old Ministry, bnt was not joined by Lord Spencer 
(late Lord Althorp), and he also resolved not again to be en- 
cumbered with the dangerous assistance of the versatile Lord 
Brougham. Lord John Russell was his leader in the Commons. 

1835. — Municipal Corporatism Act passed. 

A Bill for Regulating the Irish Church introduced into the 
Commons by Lord Morpeth was voted for by a majority of 87 in 
a House of 601. Its principal features were the Commutation of 
Tithe, the closing of all benefices where there were not more than 
fifty Protestants, and the appropriation of the funds so accruing 
to the moral and religious training of the people. The Opposition 
did not attempt to alter it in Committee, and it passed the Com- 
mons August 12. 

The Lords in Committee threw out all the Clauses, except those 
for the Commutation of Tithe, by a majority of 97 in a House of 
179 ; and as Lord Melbourne said he '^aa xv^aJtAfe \.q %<er£A\s!^^^«^ 
the Commons the bill so mutilated, il "^aa "ao teNliMjt \\^^^^^^S 
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with. Parliament prorogued September 10. Hunt and Cobbett 
both died this year. 

1836. — This was a year of commercial prosperity and of mneh 
nsefal legislation. Bnt there were varions differences between 
the two Honses. Orange lodges were dissolved. The Irish Corpora- 
tions Act, which passed the Conmions, was amended in the Lords, 
bat the Amended Bill was rejected by the Commons and lost. 

The Irish Tithe Bill, with an appropriation Clause, passed the 
Commons by a majority of 26 in a House of 554. But the Lords, 
by a majority of 91 in a House of 185, threw out the Appropria- 
tion Clause ; the Commons rejected the Lords* amendment and 
dropped the Bill. English Tithe Commutation Act passed. 
Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages passed. 

Marriage Bill passed ; also Bill for reducing stamps on news- 
papers. Established Church Bill for newly distributing the episcopal 
dioceses and incomes passed. Parliament prorogued August 20. 

1837. — There were numerous commercial failures. 

Long debates on the subject of Ireland. Irish Municipal 
Corporation Bill passed the Commons by majority of 54 in House 
of 549 ; but the Bill was postponed by the House of Lords. 

Abolition of Church Bates Bill was virtually defeated after 
long debates. Vote by Ballot, proposed by Mr. Grote, was opposed 
by the Government and lost by 155 to 267. 

The foreign policy of the Government was attacked by Lord 
Mahon, Lord F. Egerton and Sir Henry Hardinge, and ably 
defended by Lord Palmerston, who justified our recognition and 
support of Isabella as Queen of Spain. The Ministry obtained a 
majority of 36 in a House of 520. 

Mr. Roebuck's motion, condemning the Ministry for not intro- 
ducing more reforming measures, was negatived without a 
division. 

June 20.— KING WILLIAM IV. DIED. QUEEN VIC- 
TORIA ASCENDED THE THRONE. 

June 80. — Budget brought forward. Reduction of Death 
PnaishmeDts passed : an auspicious commencement of the reign. 
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July 17. — ^Parliament was prorogued by the Qneen in persen, 
and the same evening was dissolved. The demise of the Crown 
thus caused the early adjoomment and dissolution of Parliament, 
and the postponement of public business. 

The General election returned a Parliament with an uncertain 
majority of about 16 for the Ministry, who, by the Queen's acces- 
sion, gained considerable power, for they exchanged the late 
King's ill-concealed hostility for her cordial support. 

November 20. — The Queen opened her first Parliament in' 
person, and in the Speech attention was directed to Municipal 
Government and collection of tithes and state of the poor in 
Ireland ; it was also stated that the disturbed state of Canada 
required immediate consideration. Before the year was out 
information was received that a rebellion had broken out in 
Canada : so the Christmas recess was shortened. 

1838* — ^Parliament met on January 16, and discussed the 
Canadian a£Eairs. Lower Canada, which was chiefly occupied by 
French, had revolted, owing to popular discontent on matters 
connected with the power of the. Assembly over the taxation and 
expenditure of the revenue. The revolt was easily put down by 
the troops. One Papineau was the leader of the rebels. Sir 
Francis Head, the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, 
denuded his province of troops to assist Sir J. Colbome and 
Lord Gosford in Lower Canada. He did this intentionally, in 
order to leave Toronto in the hands of the people. On the 
4th December Toronto was surrounded by an armed body of 
rebels under McKenzie, and Sir F. Head appealed to the loyalty 
of the people for protection; the rebels were entirely routed, 
and the tranquillity of the province was only disturbed by bands 
of brigands from the United States. Sir F. Head having differed 
from the Cabinet on various Colonial matters, resigned, and Lord 
Durham was sent out as Governor-General of Canada. The 
greater part of the Session was occupied in the discussion of these 
Canadian afiairs. Lord Durham's conduct was much criticized, 
and his ordinance pronounced illegal, and vn k<&\» ^i \sA«:iss^i^?^ 
passed for those who acted under \t. Ou Y^o^3i3MssiYD% *'^ks& Vwfc\» 
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Lord Durham signified his intention of resigning. He was suc- 
ceeded hy Sir John Golhome. 

June 28. — Coronation of Queen T^ctoria. Parliament pro- 
rogued, August 16. 

During this Session the Ministry were much hampered by the 
Opposition, and there was great public discontent at the working 
of the new Poor Law ; indeed, it was clear that public opinion 
had shifted to the Oonservatiye party. 

Li October the Affghan War commenced, and the British 
troops entered Affghanistan to restore Shah Shoqja to the throne 
of Cabul. 

1839- — ^The Chartists gave cause for grave anxiety. Lower 
Canada was again in insurrection. The state of Ireland too was, 
as ever, unsatisfactory ; but the subject of the Com Laws about 
this time became, instead of the Irish Church, the party question 
of the day. Parliament met, February 6. The most important 
debates at first were upon Irish afiairs, — especially upon the 
murder of Lord Norbury. 

On April 9 Mr. Labouchere obtained leave to bring in a bill 
to suspend the present Government of Jamaica for five years, 
and intrust the goyemment to a governor and two or three com- 
missioners. The reason of this was that the Legislative 
Assembly had put themselves in violent opposition to the 
Imperial Government and had resented its interference, — ^the 
abolition of slavery being the root of the ill-feeling, and the pro- 
posed bill being required for the safety of the enfranchised blacks. 
The motion was on May 6 carried by 294 to 289, — ^leaving 
Government only a majority of 5. So the Mimistby besionbd, 
as they considered it impossible in such circumstances to proceed 
with the bill efifectively in committee. 

Sir Robert Peel and the Duke of Wellington had interviews 
with the Queen, but they failed to arrange a Ministry, as they 
wanted to remove all the ladies of the Queen*s household, and to 
put in others of their party. This indignity the Queen resented, 
snd called back Lord Melboume and lioid Johii Biussell ; and at 

met Council a minnte was lecoid-e^L ^aY\^%>iSa»X»> ^^'Y^^a ^!^«^ 
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offices of Court and sitaations in the Household held by Members 
of Parliament should be filled by the Ministers, but not the offices 
held by the ladies of her Majesty's household.'* And thus the 
Whigs returned to power. 

Mr. Abercromby having, from fisdling strength, resigned the 
office of Speaker of the House^ was created Lord Dunfermline. 

The Whigs put up Mr. Shaw Lefevre, and the Tories 
Mr. Goulbum, as his successor. The former was elected by 
817 to 299 — a majority of 18. The Queen prorogued Parliament 
August 27, referring to the necessity of using force to repress the 
Chartist riots. There were serious Chartist riots at Birmingham, 
Newport, and other parts of the country. 

The Afghan War continued throughout the year. Shah 
Shooja was crowned, and Ghuznee and Cabul were captured. 

In Canada Sir J. Colbome was recalled and Mr. Poulett 
Thompson appointed Goyemor-General. 

During the recess the Cabinet was recast in order to 
strengthen it, — Lord Howick and Mr. Spring Bice leaving it, 
and Lords Morpeth, Clarendon, and Normanby, Messrs. Macaulay, 
Labouchere, and Baring, joining it. 

1840* — ^Penny Postage established. 

Marriage of the Queen and Prince Albert, February 10. 

January 16. — The Queen opened Parliament. 

January 27 — Lord John Bussell moved for an annual grant 
of 50,000Z. a year for Prince Albert. Colonel Sibthorp's 
amendment, substituting 80,000/., was carried by 262 to 168. 

Januc(ry 28. — Sir T. G. BuUer moved a vote of non-confidence 
in the Ministers. The motion was, after four nights* debate, 
lost by 808 to 287, — giving the Ministers a majority of 21. 

April 7. — Sir James Graham brought forward a motion coq- 
demnatory of the past policy of Ministers with reference to China. 
The debate lasted three days, and the motion was lost by 262 to 
271, majority 9. 

The Irish Municipal Corporation Bill was passed by large 
uugorities. 

Upper and Lower Canada united m\jo oikfe ^oseraxsiecN*. 
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Treaty concladed, July 16^ by Russia, England, Ansiria, 
Prassia, and Turkey for the expulsion of Ibrahim Pasha from Syria. 

Parliament prorogued, August 11. 

In September Beyrout was taken by the Allied Squadron, and 
in November St. Jean d*Acre was also stormed and taken ; and 
the Egyptians quitted Syria. 

The treaty concluded with the four European Powers with 
reference to Syria was entirely due to Lord Palmerston, and 
almost brought about a war with France. A general impression 
arose that Lord Palmerston was a peremptory and dangerous, 
though able, Minister. But his own party dared not resist him. 

1841. — Chinese War continued. 

January 26. — The Queen opened Parliament. 

There were close divisions during the early part of the 
Session on the Bill for the Begistration of Votes in Ireland. 

The Jews' Civil Disabilities Bemoval Bill passed in the 
Commons, but was rejected in the Lords. 

Mr. Baring brought on his Budget on the 80th April. It 
showed a deficiency of seven and a half millions. The debates 
on it, and on the Com Law, and on Lord Sandon*s motion about 
the Sugar Duties lasted eight nights, at the end of which 
Government were defeated by 86 (317 to 281). 

On May 27 Sir R. Peel moved a vote of non-confidence in the 
Ministers, and after five days* debate the Ministry were in a 
minority of 1 (812 to 811). In consequence of these adverse 
votes the Government determined to appeal to the country, and 
Pabliament was dissolved, June 28. 

The Liberals appealed to the country on the anti*monopoly 
cry. The Tories* chief cry was the feebleness of the Whig Ministry. 

The new Parliament met on August 24, — there being a 
nominal Tory majority of 82. In the House of Lords the 
amendment on the Address was carried against the Ministry by a 
majority of 72 (168 to 96). 

In the Commons, after a debate of three nights, the amend- 
meni was carried against the Ministry by a majority of 91 (360 
to 269). 
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» 

On the 80th August information of the resignation of the 
Ministry in consequence of the ahove adverse vote was given in 
both Houses. Lord John Bnssell added, '^ We began in the com- 
mencement of Lord Grey*s Administration with the Reform Act — 
we ended by proposing measures for the freedom of commerce. 
With large and important measures we commenced, with large 
and important measures we conclude." Lord Stanley compli- 
mented Lord John Russell on the zeal and talent with which he 
had always performed his arduous duties as leader in the House of 
Commons. 

During this Ministry Lord Palmerston had exclusive control 
over the Foreign Office, and acted almost independently of his 
chief and colleagues. It was during these years that his name 
became so celebrated, and represented throughout Europe the 
power of England. 



SIR ROBERT PEEL'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 



■«^*' 



4. No Office 



5. Lord Privy Seal 



J 



THE CABINET. 

1. Premier Sir Robert Peel (second time). 

2. Lord President of Conncil Lord Whamcliffe, died Nov. 19, 1845. 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord Ljndhnrst 

Dnke of Wellington, Leader in the 

Honse of Lords. On Lord Hill's 
death, in 1842, the Dnke of Wel- 
lington assumed the command of 
the forces. 

f Dnke of Buckingham, retired in Feb., 
1842, because he could not concur 
in the proposed alteration of the 
Com Laws. SuQceeded bj 

_ Duke of Bncclench. 

6. Chancellor of the Exchequer..... Mr. H. Gonlbnm. 

7. Home Secretary Sir James Graham. 

8. Foreign Secretary Earl of Aberdeen. 

f Lord Stanley, in November, 1846. 

(When the Mmistry resigned on the Coin 
Law qnestion. Lord Stanley seoeded from 
them, and on their reassnming their of&oes 
after a fortnight, Mr. Gladstone took the 
Colonial Office) 

10. First Lord of the Admiralty Earl of Haddington. 

( Lord EUenborough, appointed Grover- 
nor-General of India in Jan., 1842. 
Lord Vesey Fitzg^erald. 
^ Earl of Ripon, in 1843. 
' Earl of Ripon 

Mr. W. E. Gladstone. In the begin- 
ning of 1845 Mr. Gladstone resigned 
on account of the increase of the 
Maynooth grant. His successor, the 
Earl of Dalhousie, had no seat in the 

Cabinet 
' Sir Henry Hardinge, went in 1844 as 
Governor-General to India. His 



9. Colonial Secretary 



1 1 . President of Board of Control. 



12. President of Board of Trade - 



13. War Secretary - 



successor, 
Sir Thomas Fremantle, had no seat 

in the Cabinet, but in 1845, 
Hon. Sidney Herbert became Secretary 

at War, with seat in the Cabinet 
Sir Edward Knatchbull died, 1845. 

His successor, 
Mr. W. Baring, had no seat in Cabinet. 

^^' ^Waster .1..?!....^.°'!!!...!^} ^^^ ^^^^^^ S«°^«^^- 

IB. Commissioner of W^ "^^ ^m\ o? lAneoVii. 
Forests S 



14. Paymaster- General 



SIR ROBERT PEEL'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 

1841—1846. 



-•o«- 



i^rom—September 8, 1841, to June 29, 1846. 

Duratum—^ years and 293 days. 

Beigit — ^Victoria. 

Party — Tory, but the Cabinet having been converted to the doctrine of 

Free Trade, estranged the Protectionist part of the Tories. 
Principal Events — ^Affghan, Scinde, and Sikh wars, Bank Charter 

Act, Repeal of the Com Laws. 
Parliament Dissolved — None. 
Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. Charles Shaw Lefevre. 

1841. — The House met on the 16th September, and Sir 
Robert Peel announced that he would not bring forward his 
financial measures till next Session. This determination to 
postpone the pressing question of the Com Laws was warmly 
deprecated by Lords J. Russell and Palmerston, Mr. Cobden, 
and others. Also in the House of Lords, where the Duke 
of Wellington, in reply, said, ** I have no intention of bringing 
forward a scheme for the alteration of the Com Laws. I have 
not the power of doing so : I have not sufficiently considered 
these measures, and, therefore, I will not.'* 

The prorogation took place on the 7th October. 

The New Ministry had taken Office under the most gloomy 
circumstances. Europe was distracted, the West India Colonies 
were ruined, Canada was dissatisfied, at the Cape the Cafires 
were hostile, the Afighan War was raging in India, and we had 
a war in China. But the state of matters at home was more 
gloomy still : there was great commercial and manufacturing dis- 
tress, there were vast financial difficulties, with inefficient arma- 
ments, an uneasy spirit prevailed throughout the country, and 
there were serious riots both in England and Scotland. 

November 9 the Queen gave \)irt\i lo a ^ou ^Tii^V<^\t. 
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1842* — The retirement fi-om the Cabinet of the Doke of 
Buckingham, before the meeting of Parliament, gave token that 
the Cabinet had resolved to alter the Com Laws. 

In January Lord Ellenborough was sent out as Governor- 
General of India, and was succeeded by Lord Vesey Fitzgerald 
at the Board of Control. 

Parliament met February 8. The chief part of the Session 
was occupied in debates on the Com Laws, and the Ministerial 
financial scheme ; Sir R. Peel's modified Sliding Scale for Duty 
on Imported Corn was carried by large majorities. Lord John 
Russeirs amendment rejected February 16, by majority of 128 
(849 to 226). Third reading carried April 7. After long de- 
bates and numerous divisions fEivourable to the Ministry the 
Income Tax Bill was read a third time, May 80, imposing a tax 
of Id. in the pound. Sir Robert Peel was the first Minister, after 
Mr. Pitt, who acted on the conyiction that financial and com- 
mercial embarrassment might be removed by the same process. 
In bringing forward his Budget this year, he appealed to Parlia- 
ment to make a great edbrt at once to relieve trade and restore 
the impaired solvency of Government ; and by putting on the 
Income Tax, he was enabled to reduce various onerous duties. 

Lord Ashley's Bill, prohibiting the Employment of Females and 
Boys under Ten Years of Age in Mines and Collieries, passed. 

After the awfal disaster at Cabul the Afghan War was 
gloriously ended in October. 

In August the Chinese War was ended by conclusion of a 
treaty. 

1848* — Parliament met February 2. There was great 
national distress, and commercial and general depression. The 
chief debates during the Session were on the Com Laws, Lord 
Howick's motion, to investigate the cause of distress (or, in other 
words, to reduce the duty on com), was, February 17, negatived 
by a majority of 115 (806 to 191). The debate had lasted four 
nights, during which. Sir R. Peel complained of the use, by 
Mr. Cobden, of the words ^' individual responsibility," and, in a 
speech o{ gre&t force, reviewed "vJVi^A. Cjo^etraaBVi\»^iaAL ^^^^^^d in 
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their sixteen months' tenure of office, viz., they sacceeded in termi- 
nating two wars, redaced the expenditure, pacified Canada, adjusted 
differences with the United States, diminished duty on colonial 
produce, and, hy the lahours of Soult and Wellington, were labour- 
ing to establish amicable relations with France. 

Lord EUenborough's policy in Affghanistan and India was 
much discussed, though the resolution of censure was negatived 
in both Houses — ^Lords, 83 to 25 ; Commons, 242 tb 157. On 
May 16 Mr. Villiers moved for a Committee of the whole House 
upon the Com Laws. Debate lasted five nights. Motion negatived 
by a majority of 256 (125 to 881). Subsequently, Lord John 
Bussell, June 18, brought on the same topic, when the Ministers 
again got a majority of 99 (244 to 145). 

Lreland was this year greatly agitated for Bepeal ; and there 
were hot Ldsh debates on the introduction by the Government of 
the Irish Arms Act, which was passed by considerable majorities. 

Parliainent was prorogued on August 24. 

The Repeal Agitation in Ireland was led by Daniel 0*Connell, 
and there were monster meetings : that of Clontarf, on October 7, 
was prohibited by Government proclamation, and O'Connell and 
others were arrested on a charge of sedition. 

Rebecca Riots broke out in Wales, against toll-gates, in February. 
An old woman, a toll-keeper, was murdered, September 10. Many 
persons were arrested, and some punished. 

Secession of the Church in Scotland, and the Free Kirk 
established. 

Bcinde War. Scinde annexed to the British Empire. Sir C . 
Napier appointed Governor. 

Li September the Queen visited Louis Philippe in Normandy. 

1844- — Parliament met on February 2, during the trial of 
Daniel O'Connell, at Dublin, for sedition. Public attention was, 
therefore, much directed to Lish affairs. He was found guilty, 
and sentenced to one year's imprisonment and 2,000Z. fine. 
(September 5 he was released). Indian affairs were also much 
discussed; and the army in Scinde, under Sir Chark^ '^^W^ 
was publicly thanked. 
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April 21, Lord FAUnhorough was recalled firom being Govemor- 
Uenoral of India, by the Court of Directors, in direct opposition 
to the wishes of the Goyemment. Sir Henry Hardinge was sent 
out to succeed him. 

Mr. Yilliers' annual motion for Repeal of the Com Laws was 
negatived— 328 to 124. 

On the Budget the Goyemment were defeated (241 to 221) 
on an amendment, proposed by Mr. Miles, referring to the Sugar 
Ihities, On the 17th Sir B. Peel asked the House to reconsider 
the subject, and to rescind its former vote. Mr. Disraeli made 
a most taunting speech on this occasion, but the Goyermnent 
obtained a majority of 22 (255 to 288). 

Sir B. PeeFs financial measures seemed crowned yrith suc- 
cess, for he had, this year, conyerted the deficiency bequeathed by 
his predecessor into a surplus, and was enabled again to revise 
the indirect taxes ; and as he devoted his attention more and more 
to political economy, his eyes were opened to the anomaly of the 
Corn Laws, which stood out more conspicuously as minor abuses 
were removed. 

On the 6th May Sir Bobert Peel introduced his Bill for the 
new Bank Charter in a speech of great ability. The bill passed, 
with hardly any opposition, on July 12. By this Act the note 
issue was separated from the banking department, and other banks 
were restricted from issuing notes. 

Parliament was prorogued September 5, having adjoumed 
from 8th August. 

The Tahiti troubles, caused by the high-handed conduct of 
Admiral Dupetit Thouars, might have caused a rupture between 
England and France, had it not been for the good sense of Sir B. 
Peel and M. Guizot, who amicably adjusted the question. During 
this year both the Czar and Louis Philippe visited England. 

1845* — ^Parliament met Febraary 4. Before that Mr. Glad- 
liad retixed from the Ministry, as the Government idea of 
the grant to Maynooth College was opposed, not to his 
ideM (lor he supported the Government measure), but to 
lies advocated in his book Church and State, 
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The Maynooth debates lasted for many nights. The second 
reading was carried at 8 a.m., April 19, hy 328 to 176. Re- 
markable speeches were delivered by Lord J. Russell and Sir R. 
Peel, both acknowledging the necessity of a policy of conciliation 
towards Ireland. Sir James Graham intimated that the old days 
of Protestant ascendancy were gone, and that Ministers would 
not be responsible for the Govemment of Ireland on those prin- 
ciples. On going into committee on the Maynooth Grant, 
Mr. Macaulay said, that of all the institutions now existing in 
the civilized world, the Established Church of Ireland was the 
most utterly indefensible. Lord Whamclifife spoke similarly in 
the Lords. The grant was 80,0002., and an annual 26,000Z. 

Both this year and the previous year the EaUway Committee 
business was very heavy, as the Railway Mania was at its height. 
Irish Colleges Act passed. 

It was during these years that Mr. Disraeli first signalized 
himself by his bitter personal attacks on Sir R. Peel. 
Parliament was prorogued August 9. 
The Irish Potato Crop failed this year. 
The Cabinet held numerous Councils at the beginning of 
November, and it was understood that they were divided in 
opinion on the subject of the Repeal of the Com Laws. In 
consequence of this, on December 10, Sir E, Peel placed his 
Resignation in her Majesty's hands, and advised her to send fbr 
Lord J. RtLsseUf who had just put himself at the head of the 
Free Trade Movement ; but he failed to form a Liberal Govern- 
ment, as Lords Grey and Palmerston would not act together. 
Consequently, and as Lord Stanley was unable to bring together a 
Protectionist Government, SirR. Peel resumed office y on the 28rd, 
with the same Administration ; with the exception of Lord Stanley, 
whose place at the Colonial Office was taken by Mr. Gladstone. 

1846- — Parliament was opened, January 22. The sudden 
adoption by the Government of the principle of Fbee Tbade in 
CoBN was alluded to in the opening Speech of the Queen, and that 
of Sir R. Peel. The debate on the Com Laws commenc^^^ ^\iL 
Febraary 9, and lasted for twelve mg\i\.a. Svx "^."^^^V^Vft 
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On the 87th Fefamarj the Mhustezs got a maqozitT <^ 97 (337 
to SIO), and 98 te the third reading on the 15th Maj (827 to 
fSKK). In the Honae of LtHnds, after long debates, the second 
wia carried hj a majority of 47 (211 to 164). On 
tfy the ¥07 lu^ of Sir B. Peers greatest triumph, when 
fUa CSm Importation Act was read a third time in the House of 
Liiif and passed^ tha Minisiry were defeated on the Life Preser- 
9takm Sm for Ireland by a majority of 73 (219 to 292). The 
e pi p oa iU o n irtnch defeated the Ministry was composed of Whigs, 
Bfi#**fl«j and Protectionists, nnder Lord John Bnssell, Lord 
Bentinck, and Mr. Disraeli. 
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On the 29th, in consequence of this vote, the Ministebs 
ANNOUNCED THEiB BESiONATioN. Sir B. Peel, promising a qualified 
support to Lord John Russell*s Ministry, declared for perfect 
equality in the spirit of legislation hetween England and Ireland, 
paid a graceful compliment to Mr. Cobden, and concluded by 
announcing the settlement of the Oregon question. 

For the remainder of his life this great statesman maintained 
a dignified position as first member of the House of Commons, 
generally supporting the Minister by whom he had been sup- 
planted. 

The Sikh War, which commenced November, 1845, termi- 
nated after the battles of Moodkee, Ferozeshah, Aliwal, and 
Sobraon in March, 1846. 

Thanks, peerages, and pensions were voted for Generals 
Hardinge and Gough. 



LOBD JOfliN RUSSELL'S FIKST ADIINISTRATION. 

1846-18o2. 



THE CABINET. 

1. Prenuer _. Lord John Bnssell (first time) . 

2. Lord President <d ConncU ..... { **^^ "f lS^""*** ^^^^ ^ '^ 

fLord Cottenham, resigned, Jnly, 1850, 

•3. Lord Chancellor -I created an earl. 

tLord Truro, in July, 1860. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Earl of Minto. 

5. Chancellor of the Exchequer Sir Charles Wood. 

6. Home Secretary ~. Sir Greorge Grey. 

- ^ . o i. i Viscount Palmerston. 

7. Foreign Secretary j ^^j Granyille, December 22, 1851. 

8. Colonial Secretary Earl Grey. 

fEarl of Auckland, died January 1, 

9. First Lord of the Admiralty -) 1849. 

L Sir F. T. Baring, in 1849. 

.0. President of Bo«d of Control { ^"BilinSSn^^^^T^. "^ 

' Earl of Clarendon, May, 1847, went 
to Ireland as Lord Lieutenant. Suc- 
ceeded by 
Mr. H. Labonchere. 

I Mr. T. B. Macaulay. Lost bis seat for 
Edinburgh in 1847. Succeeded by 
Earl GranVille, who tiU 1851 had i^ 
seat in the Cabinet 



11. President of Board of Trade. 



13. Chief Commissioner of Woods 
and Forests 



Viscount Morpeth, afterwards Earl of 

Carlisle. 
^Lord Seymour, in 1851. 

I Lord Campbell, in 1850, was made 
Lord Chief Justice. 
Earl of Carlisle (late Viscount Mor- 
peth). 

15. Postmaster-General Marquis Clanricarde. 

IAt. YoiL 1&s^q\!^^ \n. \%5Q^ had a seat 



16. TFar Secretary s 



m\^<& CaXi^nfiX. 



LORD JOHN RUSSELL'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 

Frow— July 6, 1846, to February 23, 1852. 

Duration — 6 years and 230 days. 

Reign — Victoria. 

Forty— Whig. 

Principal Events — Irish Famine, Sikh Wars, Chartist Petition, Gold 

Discoveries, French Revolution. 
Parliament Dissolved — July 23, 1847. 
Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. Charles Shaw Lefevre. 

1846* — Lord J. Russell constructed his Ministry almost 
exclusiyelj from his former colleagues under Lord Melbourne, 
and took his seat in the House as Prime Minister on the 
18th July^. 

The Prohibitory Bill on slave-grown sugar was taken off, — 
the Goyemment obtaining a majority of 180 {Le, 135 for an 
adverse amendment proposed by Lord G. Bentinck v, 265) ; and, 
before the Session closed. Lord J. Russell carried through Parlia- 
ment the Irish Coercive Bill, which had been proposed by Sir R. 
Peel. 

Parliament was prorogued, August 28, — the chief topics in 
the Royal Speech being the settlement of the Oregon dispute, 
the yictorious and happy conclusion of the Sikh War, and the 
failure of the potato crop in England. 

This year was the first bad year of THE IRISH FAMINE, 
which lasted some three years and more. In order to attempt its 
relief as far as possible, Parliament and Goyemment did all in 
their power ; all duty on grain imported into Ireland was taken 
off, and an immense amount was sent over. The subscriptions 
for relief reached their maximum in March, 1848, when one 
million of the Irish were living dependent upon charity. In 
spite of all, half a million of people were e^k.\iV^\j^^V^\^s^^ ^<^^^\ 
the famine and its effects during tiie "jetvo^ oi \Xi^ ^'^^'^^'«s.%^^'«^ 
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1846 to 1850. In two years 8,0O0,0O0L sterling were given 
from public and private subscriptions. In the three years 
(1847-8-9) half a million of Irish came into England, and 
upwards of two millions went to foreign countries. The popula- 
tion which, according to the census in 1841, was 8,175,124, in 
1851 was only 6,515,794. 

During this year there was much diplomatic fencing between 
France and England on the subject of the Spanish royal 
marriages. 

1847. — ^Parliament met, January 19. The chief part of the 
Session was taken up in devising means to relieve the Irish 
distress, but was uneventful, though some useful domestic acts 
were passed. Pabliament was dissolved, July 23, — having had 
the full duration of seven Sessions. 

The general election returned 838 members for the Ministry, 
120 Peelites and 200 Protectionists. The latter generally 
directed their chief attack on the Peelites, who mostly voted with 
the Government. 

Mr. T. £. Macaulay, a member of the Cabinet, lost his seat 
for Edinburgh owing to his vote for the Maynooth grant. 

During the early part of the autumn there were great 
commercial and railway fiEiilures, which caused a monetary crisis. 
Id October Lord J. Bussell and the ChanceUor of the Exchequer 
authorised the Governor of the Bank of England temporarily to 
depart from Sir B. PeePs Bank Bestriction Act of 1845, in order 
to relieve the money market. And in order to indemnify them 
for this an autumnal Session was held from November 18 to 
December 30. Mr. Shaw Lefevre was unanimously elected 
Speaker. The Irish Crime and Outrage Bill was passed, and, 
after a loug debate on the subject of the Jewish Disabilities, leave 
was given to bring in a bill by 253 to 183. 

1848* — ^Parliament met again, February 3. The Jemsk 
Disabilities Bill passed the Commons, the second reading being 
carried, Febm&ry 11, by 277 to 204 ; but eventually was 
rejected bj the Lords, May 25, \>^ 1^^ Vo Vi.'^^. 
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The French Revolution occtirred at the end of February, which, 
'aoBing great diminntion in our exports, aggravated the general 
Ustress. 

The proposed augmentation of the Income Tax from 8 to 5 
per cent, was abandoned. 

March 6, there was a riot at Glasgow ; and on April 10 there 
was the monster Chartist meeting on Eennington Common to 
present the great petition, said to be signed by two millions. 
The display ended without bloodshed, owing to the admirable 
arrangements of the Duke of Wellington. 

The excitement consequent on the French Bevolution mani- 
fested itself in Ireland by an attempted insurrection under Smith 
O'Brien. It was quickly suppressed. 

The foreign policy of Lord Palmerston was attacked by 
Mr. C. Anstey, Mr. Disraeli, and Lord Stanley. 

Dipbmatic intercourse with Spain was suspended till 1850. 

Parliament was prorogued, September 5. 

On the death of Lord George Bentinck this autumn, Mr. 
Disraeli became the leader of the Protectionist party. 

This year was one of great disturbance throughout all the 
European States, and there were numerous revolnfiotis. 

In December Louis Napoleon was elected President of the 
French Republic. 

1849« — ^Parliament met, February 1. On the Sicilian ques- 
tion, Mr. Disraeli's amendment on the Address was withdrawn after 
a long debate, in which Lord Palmerston made an exceUently lucid 
statement of the whole subject. 

The suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act in Ireland extended 
for six months, was carried, 221 to 18. 

The Bepecd of the Navigation Laws passed after much opposi- 
tion — ^275 to 214, and in the Lords by a majority of 10. Lish 
Encumbered Estate Act passed. 

The Oaths Bill for the admission of Jews into Parliament 
again passed the Commons, but was again rejected by the Lords 
by 95 to 70. Baron Bothschild, who vr^« ^\&^\j^ ^^ « ^ks^. 
London, was not allowed to Bit. 
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The second Sikh TTar, which began in November, 1848, 
ierminated in March, under Lord Grongh, after the battles of 
Ohillianwalla and Gnjerat, and the Pmijaab was annexed. In 
March Sir Charles Napier was sent out to India as Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Parliament was prorogued, August 1 . 

The sentence of death passed last year upon Smith O'Brien 
was commuted to transportation. 

1850. — ^Parliament opened January 81. An amendment on 
the Address was negatived by 192 to 811. In January Lord 
Pahnerston, acting on his own authority, had sent a British fleet 
to blockade the PirsBUS, demanding from the Greek Government 
compensation for injuries received by British subjects. France 
and Russia protested, but Lord Palmerston's resolute will com- 
pelled the Greeks to submit, and all danger of a collision passed. 
All parties, however, were startled to find out how peace and war 
depended on the fiat of a single Minister, and formal censure was 
proposed. In the Lords there was a migority of 87 against the 
Ministers. The debate in the Commons was brought on by 
Mr. Boebuck on June 19, and lasted some nights. Lord 
Pahnerston defended himself with vigour, in a splendid speech of 
five hours' length, maintaining that he had not £uled of his duty 
in the proud position of the Minister who wielded the magnificent 
power of England, and fearlessly challenged the verdict of the 
House. Sir Bobert Peel, in the last speech he ever made, 
which was distinguished by a manly generosity of tone, said that 
though they condemned the exploit, yet they were all proud of 
the man. 

The House divided — 810 to 264, being a majority of 46 in 
favour of the Government. Lord John BueseU, however, who 
had eloquently vindicated Lord Pahnerston, not as '' the Minister 
of any Foreign country, but as only the Minister of England,** 
forwarded to Lord Pahnerston, as soon as the Session was over, 
s Royal command, that in future the Foreign Secretary should 
nbmit all important dispatcher io \3ie Q^ueen and the Prime 
Himster. 
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Sir Robert Peel died July 2, in consequence of a &11 from 
his horse. • 

Baron Rothschild, as Member of Parliament elect for London, 
was not permitted to take his seat until he had taken the form 
of oath required by law ; but a resolution was passed pledging 
the House to bring forward a measure of relief for the Jews in 
the next Session. 

Parliament was prorogued on August 15. 

About this time the gold discoveries in Australia and California 
were made. 

In July Sir Charles Napier resigned his Indian command, in 
consequence of Lord Dalhousie*s conduct towards him. 

During this Session the House of Commons sat for the first 
time in their New House. 

In September the Pope issued a Bull appointing a Boman 
Catholic Hierarchy in England. 

1851. — ^Parliament opened February 4. The Premier ob- 
tained leave to introduce his Ecclesiastical Titles Bill by 895 to 
68. Mr. Disraeli's motion in flEivour of a protective policy, and 
which was really introduced with the object of defeating the 
Ministry, was, on February 18, after a long debate, negatived 
by a majority of only 14 (281 to 267). 

On 17th February the Ministry suffered a defeat in a thin 
House, on a motion of Mr. Locke King's to extend the Franchise 
(100 to 52). 

As it was clear, therefore, that the Ministry had declined in 
popularity, and even at the beginning of a Session, with all their 
work before them, could only command a very small majority in the 
House, Lord John Bussell besioned, on February 22. But Lord 
Stanley, who was sent for by the Queen, found himself unable 
to form a Government without Mr.' Gladstone, who refused to act 
with him ; and her Majesty asked Lord John Bussell to under- 
take the charge of reconstructing the Ministry. 

From February 22 to March 8 there was virtually no 
Administration, her Majesty being guided b^ ^^ c^woi^^ ^^. '^'^ 
Dake of WeUington. The reafion ot "Loiai ^oV-a. ^tvs«^^ ^^- 
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culty was, that on the subject of the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, 
he was nnable to obtain the concurrence of Lord Aberdeen and 
Sir James Graham. On the 8rd March it was announced in 
both Houses that in obedience to her Majesty's invitation, and in 
conformity with the advice of the Duke of Wellington, the former 
Ministers had resumed their places. 

The 2nd reading of the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill, after a very 
long debate of many nights, was carried by 438 to 95. The 
Peelites were its main opponents, and the Bill was discussed in 
committee till the 27th June, and passed the Lords July 29. 

Mr, Alderman Salommis, who had been elected Member of 
Parliament for Greenwich, although refusing to repeat the words 
<< on the true faith of a Christian,** took his seat, July 18, against 
the authority of the Speaker; he refused to withdraw when 
ordered, and even spoke and voted, amidst a scene of great 
confusion; but was eventually removed by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 

There were debates about Lord Torrington*s Administration 
of Ceylon, and Mr. Baillie*s motion on this subject on May 28, 
which the Government regarded as a vote of non-confidence, was 
negatived by 282 to 202. 

This year, during the Colonial Debates, the right of Self 
Government in the Colonies was admitted and established. 

Parliament was prorogued August 8. 

International Exhibition in London opened May 1. Closed 
October 11. 

Burmese war begun in October. 

December 2. — Covp d'Etat in Paiis. Louis Napoleon be- 
came President, and Lord Palmerston, without the authority of 
his chief or colleagues, authorised the English Ambassador at 
Paris cordially to acknowledge the title. 

1852* — For thus, — in spite of the warning in 1850, — carrying 
on affairs too much upon his own responsibility, Lord Palmerston 
was removed from the Foreign Office, and Lord Granville was 
put in his place. 

Parliament met February 8. 
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The recall of Sir Henry Smith from the Cape was commented 
upon. 

On February 16 Lord J. Russell brought forward his Militia 
Bill for Ehgland and Wales. Lord Palmerston proposed an 
amendment, extending the provisions of the Bill to the whole of 
the United Kingdom. This amendment was carried on February 
20 by 136 to 125, leaving Ministers in a minority of 11. Li 
consequence of which Lord J. Bussell signified his intention of 

BESIONINO. 



EARL OP DERBrS FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 

1852. 



THE CABINET. 

1. Premier Earl of Derby (first time). 

2. Lord President of Council Earl Lonsdale. 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord St. Leonards. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Marquis of Salisbury. 

6. ChanceUorof the Exchequer..... { ^^^^'^; ^**' " *''* °*"^ "* 

6. Home Secretary „ Mr. Walpole. 

7. Foreign Secretary Earl Malmesbniy. 

8. Colonial Secretary Sir J. Pakington. 

9. First Lord of the Admiralty Duke of Northumberland. 

10. President of Board of Control Mr. Herries. 

1 1 . President of Board of Trade Mr. Henley. 



EARL OF DERBY'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 

/'rom— February 27, 1862, to December 18, 1852. 

Duration — 300 days. 

Reign — ^Victoria. 

Party — Conservatiye. 

Principal Events — ^Death of the Duke of Wellington, Louis Napoleon 

Emperor of the French. 
Parliament Dissolved — July 2, 1852. 
Speaker of the House of Comnions — ^Mr. Charles Shaw Lefevre. 

1852. — The new Ministry was speedily formed, and consisted 
of twelve members, six in each House ; and on the 27th Febrnary 
Lord Derby explained the motives which induced him to take 
office and the course he intended to pursue. 

The new Ministry took office with an acknowledged minority 
in the Lower House, and a suspected one in the Upper House ; 
but a dissolution was to be effected as soon as public business 
would admit. Lord Derby signified his probable re-imposition of 
a protective duty on com, but stated, that on that question the 
opinion of the country was to be taken ; therefore, an appeal 
was made in both Houses, that for the present they should forbear 
to introduce party questions. 

During this Session, in spite of repeated questions, the 
Ministry refused to state, either when the present Parliament was 
to be dissolved, or their explicit views in regard to Free Trade 
and the maintenance of the Maynooth Grant. 

Pabuament was dissolved July 1. 

The elections returned 889 Liberals and 819 for the Govern- 
ment ; and the New Parliament met November 4. 

The jQuke of Wellington^ who had died September 14, was 
honoured by a public funeral November 18 : Lord Hardinge 
succeeded him as Commander-in-Chief. 

Lord Derby alleged that tlie effect oi Yx^e 1^^^<b ^^'ss* ^5s>s«l^ 
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rions, bnt, as in the elections the eonntiy had pronoonced in its 
&yoar, he was prepared to bow to the decision and cany it out, 
and he bespoke the patience of tiie House for a fortnight, when 
the Chancellor of the Exeheqner wonld bring in his budget. 

On November 23 Mr. Tilliers brought forward his motion in 
&Yoar of Free Trade. The Chancellor of the Exchequer laboured 
to show that his party were consistent, and stated that, though 
GoYemment were prepared to adopt the principle of Free Trade, 
yet the practise of requiring a recantation of opinion was to be 
deprecated. Lord Pahnerston introduced an amendment to the 
motion, which merely allied that the effects of Free Trade were 
beneficial, and that it would be maintained. This was carried 
by a Tery large majority (468 to 58), and Mr. Yilliers' original 
motion was rejected by 336 to 256. 

On the 3rd December the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
brought forward his Budget. 

On the 6th December Ministers announced that the Election 
of the French President, as Emperor ^ had been cordially recog- 
nized. 

In Committee the Budget was much debated upon, and on the 
16th Ministers u?ere defeated on the House Tax, by a majority 
of 19 (805 to 286), tiie Liberal party being now closely allied 
to the Peelites. 

In consequence of the above adverse decidon, the announce- 
ment of their resigxation was made by the Ministers, on the 
20th, in both Houses. 



EARL OF ABERDEEN'S ADMINISTRATION. 



1853-1855. 



^ 



THE CABINET. 



1. Firgt Lord of the Treuory £ul of Aberdeen. 

rEaiiGiBiiTille. 

I Lord John Russell, in Jane, 1854, be- 

2. Lord President of Council -| came Lord President, and Lord 

I GranTille took the Dochr of Lan- 
[ caster. 

3. Lord Chancellor _.. Lord Cranworth. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Dnke of ArgrlL 

5. Chancellor of the Exdieqaer^ .. Mr. W. £. Gladstone. 

6. Home Secretair Viscount PalmersloD. 

[Loid John Bnssell, for five or six 

7. Foreign Secretary- _ -{ weeks only. 

(.Earl of Clarendon. 

fDoke of Newcastle. 

j In Jnne, 1854, these oBkes were sepa- 

8. Colonial and War Secretary •{ rated: Sir George Grey became 

I Colonial Secrefaiy, and the Dnke of 
l^ Newcastle War Secretary. 

9. First Lord of the Admiralty .„.. Sir James Graham. 

10. President of Board of Control Sir Charles Wood. 

11. War Secretary — „„ Mr. Sidney Herbert 

13. Without OflSce Marquis of Lansdowne. 

U. Without Office I'^outlJiKl;..'''*' " *• 



EARL OF ABERDEEN'S ADMINISTRATION. 

From — December 27, 1862, to Febraaiy 6, 1855. 

Duration— 2 years and 40 days. 

Reign — ^Victoria. 

Pflr(y— Coalition Liberal. 

Principal Event — Bossian War. 

Parliament Dissolved — None. 

Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. Charles Shaw Lefevre. 

During the last week of the year 1852 an Administration 
was formed by Lord Aberdeen, and a Cabinet of fonrteen — seven 
in each House — included the most powerful supporters of Free 
Trade. 

1853. — The House met February 10, and Lord John Russell, 
the Leader in the Commons, explained the nature of the measures 
which the GoYemment proposed, closing a long list with a promise 
of Parliamentary Reform for the next Session. 

February 24, Lord John Russell's motion for a committee of 
the whole House to consider the disabilities affecting the Jews 
was carried by 234 to 205. The third reading of the bill was 
carried April 15, — 288 to 230, and was rejected by the Lords 
on 29th April, 164 to 115. This year Mr. Gladstone, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, recommenced with extraordinaiy 
vigour and ability, commercial and financial reform, which had 
almost been suspended since the retirement of Sir Robert Peel. 
Consequently the 8 per cent. Consols 'went up nearly to par. The 
Income Tax Bill, after long discussions, finally passed on the 
6th June. 

May 20. — The Annexation of Pegu was announced. 

June 8. — A New Government of India Bill was introduced \i^ 
Sir C. Wood, by which the double Go^emmetiX. ^^% \ft\i%k x^safifiasA., 
thongb modiied, e.g,^ the Crown "was \jO ap^omV ot^^^jN* ^^ "^^ 
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eighteen directors, and the Charter was to be renewed ; not for 
twenty years as before, but only until Parliament shall otherwise 
provide. The India Civil Service was to be thrown open to public 
competition. Lord Stanley*s amendment, viz., << To wait for 
farther information,'* was, afber four nights* debates, negatived by 
822 to 140. 

The bill remained long in committee, but after considerable 
discussion was read a third time and passed, July 29. The Lords' 
amendments were subsequently agreed to. 

A great part of the Session was occupied in discussing the 
Eastern or Turkish Question, On 1st July the Russians had 
crossed the Pruth. 

August 20. — Parliament was prorogued; Lord Palmerston 
saying he felt confident that the Emperor of Russia would settle 
the difficulty with Turkey, and of his own accord evacuate the 
Danubian Principalities, and therefore the prorogation might be 
made without anxiety. But shortly after the prorogation the 
Western nations were already drifting into war. On September 
27 the Porte declared war against Russia. 

October 22. — The French and English fleets, at the invitation 
of Turkey, entered the Bosphorus. November 30, the Turkish 
fleet at Sinope was destroyed by the Russians. At this time the 
flrst Vienna conference was sitting, and vainly endeavouring to 
adjust the dispute between Russia and Turkey. A collective note 
was sent from the four Powers, England, France, Austria, and 
Prussia, requiring to know on what terms the Porte would nego- 
tiate for peace. The reply contained ** Four Points *' as bases of 
negotiation, viz. : — 

1. Promptest possible evacuation of the Principalities. 

2. Revision of the treaties. 

8. Maintenance of religious privileges to all communities. 

4. A definitive settlement of the Convention respecting the 
Holy Places. 

On December 15 Lord Palmerston, the Home Secretary, resigned. 
The cause of this act gave rise to much speculation, and exciter^ 
mncb discussion out of dooxs. On the 26th he resumed office. 
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1854. — Parliament was opened January 81. 

Lord John Enssell introduced an unseasonable Beform Bill, 
which the House would not entertain, and in April he readily 
postponed the consideration of it under plea of the war. 

War with Russia was declared March 27. Mr. Gladstone, 
instead of being able to propose further relief from taxation, was 
obliged to ask for supplies for the coming campaign. The Budget 
he brought forward on March 6, and the Supplemental Budget on 
May 8. He deprecated the system of paying for war by loans 
instead of taxation, and to meet the war expenditure he doubled 
the Income Tax, raising it to 14:d. 

Much legislation had to be postponed on account of the war, 
and the chief debates were on that subject. 

An additional Secretary of State was appointed, thereby 
dividing the War and Colonial Offices, which occasioned a slight 
readjustment of the Cabinet. 

Parliament was prorogued August 12. 

September 14. — Allies land in Crimea. 20th, Battle of the 
Alma. 

October 25.^ — ^Balaklava. November 5th, Inkermann. 

Parliament met, December 2, in order to take measures for the 
vigorous prosecution of the war. The fragment of a Session 
before Christmas was taken up in expressions of dissatisfia^tion at 
the condition of the Army in the Crimea. 

1855. — ^Immediately on the meeting of Parliament Mr. 
Boebuck gave notice of his motion ''for a select committee to 
inquire into the condition of our army before Sebastopol." Just 
before the debate Lord John Russell suddenly withdrew from 
the Ministry, his advice about the readjustment of the War 
Office not being followed. The debate on Mr, Boebuck's motion 
lasted two nights, and was accepted by the Government as one of 
censure on the Ministry in general. It was carried by 308 to 148 ; 
and in consequence of this adverse vote the Ministbt besigned 
on the 1st February. 



LORD PlLIERSTOiN'S FIEST ADIINISTBATTON. 



1855—1858. 



THE CABINET. 

1. Premier Lard Palmerston (first time). 

2. Lord President of Council Elarl Granyille, Leader in the House of 

Lords. 

3. Lord Chancellor Lord Cranworth. 

4. Ix^d Pri^ Se^a { ES'^^^rfy, ,865. 

5. Cl^ceUor of Exchequer .... j ^tcl^"^'^ ^•'- ^^ 

6. Home Secretary ,. Sir George Grey. 

7. Foreign Secretary $arl of Claiendcm. 

'Mr. Sidney Herbert, resigned, Feb. 22, 
1855. 

« /-• 1 • 1 C3 X Lord John Rnssell, resigned, Jnly 13. 

8. Colonial Secretary -j ^^ ^yy^ Mole^orS, diid Oct 22, 

I 1855. 

I^Mr. Henry Labouchere. 

9. War Secretary Lord Panmnre. 

, ^ •c»-__x T _j X * J • ii_ (Sir James Graham, resigned, Feb. 22. 

10. First Lord of Admiralty. | g^^ ^j^^^^ ^^ » 

,, «u^ .J * *T> -J *r. *_,( Sir Charles Wood. 

11. President of Board of Control j ^ Vemon Smith, from Feb. 22. 

,« /^ • • 4:w t J Sir WilUam Molesworth. 

12. Commissioner of Works | gj^. Benjamin HaU, from Jnly 22, 1855. 

C Lord Canning, appointed Gov.-Gen. of 

13. Postmaster-General -| India, Jnly, 1855. 

t Dnke of Argyll. 

«. ^ 1- 1. T * f Earl of Harrowby. 

14. Chancr. Duchy of Lancaster -j ^ ^ ,p Baines, from Nov., 1855. 

15. Without Office Marquis of Lonsdowne. 

.>.», ., .-n i £ rr> A^ I Mr. BouTcrie. 

16. President Board of Trade \iftxeL^tKa\^l oi K\\«Vk^, 



LORD PALMERSTON'S FIRST ADMINISTRATION. 

From— February 5, 1856, to February 22, 1858. 

Duration — 3 years and 17 days. 

Reign — Victoria. 

Party — Liberal. 

Principal Events — Russian War, Indian Mutiny. 

Parliament Dissolved — ^March 21, 1857. 

Speaker of the House of Commons : — 

Mr. Charles Shaw Lefevre (created in 1857 Viscount Eversley). 

Mr. J. Evelyn Denison. 

1855. — On the resignation of the Aberdeen Cabinet, Lord 
Derby had been invited to form a Ministry, bnt declined. Lord 
John Russell was also sent for ; bnt eventnally Lord Palmerston 
hastily reconstructed the Aberdeen Cabinet, without Lord Aber- 
deen and the Duke of Newcastle, and on Feb. 16 announced the 
completion of his arrangements ; he stated that the principles 
of the new Government were identical with those of the last, 
that they would honestly endeavour to prosecute the war with 
vigour, and, therefore, he expressed a hope that the House would 
not insist on carrying out its resolution for a Committee of Inquiry 
(Mr. Roebuck's) ; he concluded by adverting to Lord John 
BusseWs appointment as Plenipotentiary to the Vienna Congress 
as a proof that they neglected no means towards securing an 
honourable peace. 

The Committee of Inquiry being insisted upon, the Peelites, 
Sir James Graham, Mr, Sidney Herbert, and Mr, Gladstone, 
resigned, and Sir George C. Lewis became Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

The Income Tax was raised to Is. 4(2. in the pound, and a 
loan of sixteen millions raised. 

The Vienna Conference was unsatisfactory. As his policy was 
not approved of at home. Lord Jolm B.usftd\ mMJti'^Te^ ^ «iv k^i^'iSi ^ 
from Vienna, and took np his "posi^iioTi «k» Q»^QrK«X ^^«tv^«r^ 
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The Congress finftllj ioniiiated, without prodneing any satis- 
f aetorj resolty June 4. 

In May, the Opposition, headed by Mr. Disraeli, made a 
forions attack on the Goramment, moring a resofaition that their 
kngoage was amhigiioas and imeeztain. Mr. Gkdstone main- 
tained that the object of the war had been attained, that Russia 
had Tirtoally eoncedfid the four points, and that the farther pro- 
seention of the war was unjustifiable. Lord Pahnerston replied 
in a splendid qieeeh, and the Opposition were defeated by a 
majority of 100. 

From this time. Lord Pafanerston's power in the House and 
the coontry was snpreme, and his popularity and influence became 
so great that, at last, it seemed to haye rendered him imperious 
and dictatorial. 

During the remainder of the Session the House was mainly 
discussing the management of the war and the GoYemment 
administration, and Tarious abortiTe attacks were made upon the 
Ministry, e,g.y Mr. Layard's motion, which he brought for- 
ward in a speech filled with personal Tituperation and baseless 
assertions, was defeated, June 18, by 859 to 46. Lord John 
Bussell raigned his post as Colonial Secretary, as his Tiews on 
the continuance of the war and foreign policy were not in accord- 
ance with those of his colleagues, and his conduct of the Vienna 
Conference was disapproxed. The abolition of the newspaper 
stamp duty was one of the most important domestic Acts passed 
this Session. On the 7th August Lord John animadyerted on 
the policy of the GoYemment. Parliament was prorogued 
August 14. 

September 8. — ^The Allies entered Sebastopol. * 

October 28. — There were numerous assemblages in Hyde Park, 
ostensibly to protest against the high price of bread. The pro- 
ceedings were riotous and the police had to interfere. 

1856. — ^Parliament opened January 31. In the Bojal Speech 
the intention of opening negotiations for peace at Paris was 
MonottDceA. February 25. — An armiaiice fer fi^ve weeks was agreed 
apon. The Tbkaty of Pe^ce waa eoudu^^ vn.^ v^^^c^^ ^^%an& 
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March 80. — In the war the English lost about 24,000 men, 
of whom 4,000 were killed in action and 20,000 died of disease. 
The French lost 63,600 ; and the Russians about 500,000. The 
war added forty-one millions to the National Debt, and nearly an 
equal amount had been raised by additional taxation. 

May 8 and 6. — ^Debates on the Treaty of Peace; thanks 
of the House to the army and navy were moved and agreed to 
May 8. 

In the beginning of the Session a life peerage was granted to 
Baron Parke ; the House of Lords, however, opposed his sitting 
and voting in the House, and in July he was created a peer in 
the usual way, as Lord Wensleydale. 

The Income Tax remained at Is, 4td. 

At the conclusion of the war we were well prepared to con- 
tinue it, our stores were more abundant, our arms more perfect, 
and our navy more numerous and better appointed than at the 
commencement of war. Parliament was prorogued July 29. 

In October the army was reduced to a peace footing. 

War between England and Persia November to March, 1857. 

Renewal of hostilities with China, in re the lorcha Arrow. 

1857. — Parliament opened February 8. 

Vigorous attacks were made by the opposition upon the 
Ministry. 

February 28. — Mr. Disraeli's resolution on the Budget was 
negatived by 286 to 206. 

February 24. — In the Lords the Earl of Derhypro^^osed a vote 
of censure upon the Government for the Chinese war. His resolu- 
tion was negatived 146 to 110 — ^majority for Government 86. 

N.B. — This occasion, and tbe second reading of the Irish 
Church Bill, in 1869, are tbe only defeats which the Conservatives 
have suffered in party divisions in the House of Peers during a 
period of twenty years. 

Mr. Cobden moved a similar resolution in the House of Com- 
mons, which, on March 8, after four nights* debates, was passed 
— 268 to 247. Majority of 16 against tKe Mimsl'n^* ^TwJi ^^sqsl- 
bined attack on the Ministry was \)y a co^VioxL oi'^'e«>'«c6»r^^^^5^*^'» 
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GhkdBUme, Cobden, Bii^, and Lord John BosselL On March 5 
Loffd Palmezston said, in eooseqnenee o€ this adrerse Tote, an 
appeal would he made to the conntzy. On the 20th Pasliamext 
WAS mssoLTED. A majofitj o€ 85 lor the Ministry was the result 
o€ the election, the country thereby cmidenining Lord Palmerston's 
opponents, some of whom (Cohden, f . g.) lost their seats tem- 
porarily. 

New Parliamefa was opened May 7. Mr. Erelyn Denison 
was nnanimonsly elected Speaker. The Oaihs Billy which again 
passed the Commons, was again rejected by the Lords — 173 to 139. 

News of the outbreak of the Ixdiah Mutikt receired. 
Mr. Disraeli moved a resolution condemnatory of the Ministry 
with reference to Lidia, which was negatiyed without a division ; 
and Lord John Russell's resolution to support the GoTemment in 
suppressing the Mutiny was carried unanimously. 

July 13. — Sir Colin Campbell was sent out as Commander-in- 
Chief. 30,000 troops were also sent. Parliament prorogued 
August 28. 

I>uring the autumn there was a Commercial Crisis. Several 
joint stock banks fEiiled : bank rate of discount rose to 10 per 
cent. Under these circumstances Lord Palmerston and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer authorised the suspension of the 
Bank Restriction Act. 

Parliament was called together December 3, and an Act of . 
Indemnity passed on December 10. Lord John Russell again 
obtained leave to introduce an Oaths Bill for the relief of the Jews. 

1858. — ^Parliament met February 4. 

Thanks of the two Houses were unanimously voted to Indian 
officers and men for their conduct during the Mutiny. 

On February 18 Lord Palmerston obtained leave (213 to 160) 
after three nights' debate to introduce a bill for trcaisferring to the 
Crovm the Government of the East Indies. 

On January 14 had occurred the Orsini conspiracy to murder 
the French Emperor, and Lord Palmerston, at the request of the 
Emperor, introdnced his CoTiB]^irac3 Xio'^tsi^ci "S^li^i^e unpopular 
ebsraeier of which enabled last ^eaf^ wwJiVJiOTi \a t«mw ^«a 
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attack with success, defeating the Government by 19, on Febrnary 
19 — 215 for the second reading, 284 against it. 

On the 22nd February the Ministry announced their resio- 
NATION in consequence of the above adverse vote. 

The reason that Lord Palmerston's Ministry was defeated was 
principally a personal one. It was that many resented the dicta- 
torial demeanour which he had lately adopted, and which seemed 
to be caused by the intoxication of a too continual success and 
popularity. 



KIRL OF DEJiBrS SECOKU AMUKISTBATION. 

1858-1859. 



THE CABINET. 



1. 



2. I^ciidPiesideiitcrf Oomicil 

3. Lofd ChanoeDor 

4. Lofd PriTj Seal 



5. Chancellor of the "KTfhrqnpT- 

6. Home SeoetJOT — 

7. Foreign Secretorj 

8. Colonial Sedetarr 



9. War Secretary 

10. Secietaiy for India 

1 1. First Lord of the Admiraltr. 

12. President of Board (rf Trade. 



13. Preaideniof Boarded Works.. 



Eari of DeibT (Koond time). 

llartqins of Salishmy 

Laid Oielmsford 

Earl cl Haidwicke. 

Mr. Disraeli, Leader in ComoKMis. 

f'iii. Spencer Walpole, resigned, 
-{ March, 1859. 
l^Mr. T. Sodieran Estconrt. 

Earl of MalmcsbmT. 

(LordSfcankj. 

1 Sir £. Bnlwer Lytton. 

General FeeL 

Lofd Stanley, from August, 1858. 

Sir John Fakington. 

Mr. W. Henley, resigned, March, 

1859. 
Earl of D<mongfamore. 

Lcxd John Manners. 



J 



14, Fiesident of Board of ControL 



Lord EllenboroQgfa, who resigned in 
May, 1858, and was succeeded by 

Lord Stanley. On the passing of the 
new Goremment of Lodia Bill, the 
Board of Control was done away 
with, and Lord Stanley became 
Secretary of State for India. 



EARL OF DERBY'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 

From — February 22, 1868, to June 11, 1869. 

Duration — 1 year and 111 days. 

Reign — Victoria. 

Party — Conservative. 

Principal Events — Indian Mutiny, Chinese War, Introduction of 

Reform BUI. 
Parliament Dissolved — April 23, 1859, after the Ministr}- were defeated 

on the Reform Bill. 
Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. J. Evelyn Denison. 

1858. — March 1. — Statements were made in Parliament in 
explanation of the intentions and position of the new Ministry. 
And on the 12th Mr. Disraeli was able to announce that the 
correspondence with the French Government had been concluded 
satisfactorily and amicably. 

Lord John RusselFs Oaths Bill was gone on with, and passed 
through committee, Mr. Newdegate's motion to exclude the Jews 
being negatived by 297 to 144. The clause by which Jews 
would be enabled to sit in Parliament was rejected in the Lords 
on the 27th April by 119 to 80 ; the remainder of the Bill being 
passed. On May 10 the Commons rejected the Lords' amend- 
ments by 263 to 150, and placed Baron Rothschild on the 
committee to draw up the reasons of disagreement ; but the 
Lords, May 31, insisted upon their amendments. A bill, however, 
was sent down from the Lords and passed by the Commons 
enabling Jews to sit in Parliament by a resolution of the House. 

On 26th July, Baron Rothschild was introduced by Lord John 
Russell, and on his stating his conscientious objections to the use 
of the words ** on the true faith of a Christian " they were omitted 
from the required oath, by a resolution which was carried by 69 
to 37, and Baron Rothschild having taken the oath accordingly, 
took his seat in the House, This ^as «k '^^iXqiT^ ^ixafc^ \s^ X«st^ 
J. Russell after a straggle of eighl ot ime ^^^x^. 
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On April 12, the House going into the question of the .V^ 
Oor^mmrtit of India Billy Lord John Russell proposed (and 
Mr. Disraeli acceded to the proposal) to proceed at first by way 
of resolution, rather than by bill. This was accordingly done, 
and the biU founded on the resolutions which had been, after 
considerable debates, adopted by the House, passed through its 
third reading on the 8th July ; and it passed the Lords without 
opposition, not haTing been made a party question. By this bill 
the entire powers of Government were transferred to the Crown, 
and instead of the Board of Control, a Secretary of State for India 
was appointed, with the advice of a paid council, consisting 
of fifteen members, (of whom eight are appointed by the Crown 
and seven by the East India Company,) whp were not allowed to 
sit in Parliament. In accordance with this BiU, Lord Stanley, 
who had succeeded Lord EUenborough at the Board of Control, 
became the first Secretary of State for India. On the Ist of 
November the Queen was proclaimed in India, Lord Canning 
receiving the title of Viceroy. 

The old double Government of India had been established by 
Mr. Pitt in 1784, and had been continued, with alterations in 
1793, 1818, 1888, and 1853, up to this time. 

During the summer, treaties were signed both with China and 
with Japan. 

In November Mr. Gladstone went as Commissioner to the 
Ionian Isles. 

Parliament was prorogued August 2. 

1859. — ^Parliament met February 8rd. 

Mr. Walpole, Home Secretary, introduced a Bill for a Settle- 
ment of the Question of Church Rates ; but the second reading 
was rejected, March 9, by 254 to 171. 

From May 3 to July 11 France and Austria were at War on 
the subject of Austrian dominion in Piedmont. 

In the early part of the Session Mr. Disraeli injudiciously 
brought forward a BiU for Parliamentary Reform, His measure 
was objectioD&hle in its details, fm^ ^i^i« ^Vc^.^ tdaI^ak ^iras re- 
pngnant to the House, and not ivist VXieii <t«J^ft^ W Vj "Caa ^wo&c^. 
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His own party were divided by the measnre, and Messrs. Walpole 
and Henley resigned their seats in the Cabinet in consequence of 
their dissent. There was to be no lowering of the franchise in 
the boronghs, bnt lateral extension in fancy franchises. The 
county occupiers' qualification was to be equalized to the borough 
qualification. On the second reading Lord John Russell moved 
an amendment, that the House would not be satisfied with any 
readjustment of the franchise which did not extend it more than 
now proposed. 

The debate occupied many nights between the 21st and Slst 
of March, during which Mr. Disraeli made it known that if the 
Government were defeated an appeal would be made to the 
country. On the division Government were defeated, 330 to 
291 — ^Liberal majority 39. Parliament was Dissolved April 23, 
and the country elected a Liberal majority of 51. 

Previous to their dissolution Parliament had, April 14, passed 
unanimously votes of thanks to the civil functionaries and the 
army for the suppression of the Lidian Mutiny. 

The new Parliament met May 31, and Mr. Evelyn Denison 
was unanimously re-elected Speaker. The Royal Speech was 
delivered June 7. On the Address the Marquis of Hai*tington 
moved an amendment to the effect that the Ministry did not 
possess the confidence of the House. After two nights* debate the 
House divided — 323 to 310 ; majority against Government 18 ; 
and on 17th June the Ministers Resigned. It is remarkable 
that in his able defence of the Government, Mr. Disraeli did no 
more than show how his efforts had been frustrated by the 
Opposition; he laid claim to no legislative achievement, for 
the two important amendments in the laws which had been 
effected, had not originated with the Government — the Govern- 
ment of Lidia Bill being Lord Palmerston's measure, and the 
Jewish Disabilities Bill being Lord John RusselFs. 



LORD PALME RSTON'S SECOND ADMINISTRiTION. 

1859-1866. 



1. Premier 



THE CABINET. 

' Lord Palmerston (second time), died 

\ October 18, 1866, succeeded by 

EarlRossell. 

2. Lord President of Council | ^^J tL^J^^' ^^^' ^ ^^ ^'"'^ 

TLord Campbell, died June 23, 1861. 

3. Lord Chancellor - Lord Westbury, resigned Jtdy 4, 1866. 

^ Lord Cranworth. 

4. Lord Privy Seal Duke of Argyll. 

K r«i,„«««n^« ^^ *!,« T?^«v,««««* ( Mr. Gladstone, Leader in the House of 

5. Chancellor of the Exchequer | Commons fii)m October, 1866. 

6. Home Secretary , | g|J g^^^g Grey.^Aiigust, 1861. 

7. Foreign Secretary Lord John (afterwards Earl) Russell. 

( Duke of Newcastle. 

I Mr. Cardwell, April 8, 1864. 

' Mr. Sidney (afterwards Lord) Herbert, 
retired 1861, and died in Aug. 1861. 
Sir Geo. C. Lewis, died April 13, 1863. 
, Earl de Grey and Ripon. 

10. Secretary for India Sir Charles Wood. 

11. First Lord of the Admiralty Duke of Somerset. 

{ Mr. T. Milner Gibson. This office 
was offered to and declined by Mr. 
Cobden, as he could not agree to Um 
increased war expenditure. 

13 Chancellor of the Duchy of f ^^^-^^^^^^,11^ ^^^^ ,3,,, 
Lancaster [^ j,^j CHarendon, AprU 8, 1864. 

1-. Ti ^ 4.««r««««»oi fEarl of Elgin, proceeded to China, 

14. Postmaster-General J ^^^ jg|^ ^ 

\ Lord Stanley of Alderley in Sept,1860. 

15. Poor Law Board Mr. Charles P. Villiers. 

On the death of Lord Palmerston, October 18, 1866, no addition was 

made to the above Cabinet ; but Eabl Russell became Pbemibb f(Hr the 

second times Lord Clarendon took the Eorei^ Office, the office of the 

Chancellor of the Duchy of LancasteT xcrMMiSsi^ ^«iR»si\K ^\&x.Q\^%tAne 

took the lead in the House of Commona. 



8. Ck)Ionial Secretary 



9. War Secretary 



12. President of Board of Trade. 



LORD PALMBRSTON'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION, 

GABBIED ON, AFTBB LORD PALMEBSTON^S DEATH, BY 

EARL RUSSELL. 

From — Jane 13, 1859, to Jane 27, 1866. 

Duration — 7 years and 14 days. 

Reign — Victoria. 

Parfy— Liberal. 

Principal Events — Chinese War, American Civil War, Cotton Famine, 

Fenian Conspiracy, Death of Lord Palmerston, Introduction of 

Government Reform Bill. 
Parliament Dissolved — July 6, 1865. 
Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. J. Evelyn Denison. 

June 1859. — On the Earl of Derby's resignation, the somewhat 
invidions task devolved upon the Queen of deciding between the 
pretensions of Lord Palmerston and Lord John Russell. Both . 
were in the House of Commons, both had led the House, and both 
had been Premiers. In order to avoid the appearance of being 
swayed by personal feelings, the Queen sent, in the first instance, 
for Lord Granville, under whose titular Premiership it was thought 
the other two might act. Lord Palmerston would have consented, 
but not Lord John Russell ; and after considering the disadvantages 
of this course, Lord Palmerston, whose Premiership was of the 
more recent date, was sent for. 

On the 80th of June the new Ministry made their opening 
statement in both Houses. 

On the 18th Mr. Gladstone introduced his Budget. Owing 
to the disturbed state of Europe, and the great naval prepara- 
tions of France, it had been necessary to add enormously to the 
naval and military expenditure. To meet this Mr. Gladstone had 
to raise the Income Tax from hd, to 9^., by which he expected to 
gain more than four millions. One oi line c^\i«x^Q>W\s^v^<^ ^^'VKstJ^ 
Palmer8toB*8 Cabinet was the annual ^naxicveX %\a.\«sa^«ei^ ^ 
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* 

Mr. Gladstone — ^thorough, and thongh unayoidably intricate, pre- 
cise and clear, continually warning the House against the growing 
national extravagance. 

Parliament was prorogued August IB. 

There was great dissatisfaction throughout the Indian Army 
at their being unceremoniously transferred to the Queen's service ; 
and about 10,000 men in consequence retired. 

I860. — ^Parliament was opened January 24. 

The Commercial Treaty between England and France, ne- 
gotiated by Mr. Cobden, was signed on January 23. Mr. Gladstone, 
in the debate on the subject, paid a high tribute of praise to its 
main author. Some idea of its success may be formed from the 
fact that, in four years, the exports to France rose from nine and 
a half to twenty-four millions. 

On February 10 the Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
forward the Budget. The Income Tax was raised to lOd, After 
a debate on this tax the House divided, February 24 — 889 to 
223 ; majority of 116 for the Government. 

In the beginning of March, Lord John Russell introduced the 
Government Bejorm BiU, which proposed to lower the borough 
franchise to 61. There were long debates : the second reading was 
carried on the 8rd of May without a division ; but the motion for 
going into committee was carried by a very small majority. 
Lord John, therefore, considering the state of public feeling on 
the matter, and the known indifference of Lord Palmerston, was 
forced reluctantly to relinquish his zealous labours to improve 
Parliamentary Representation. 

On the Lords rejecting a bill for the Abolition of the Paper 
Duty, resolutions were carried in the Commons asserting their 
sole right to deal with money matters. 

Parliament, after an uneventful Session, prorogued August 28. 

August 12. — The second Chinese War began. Pekin wa8 
invested. The Summer Palace was burnt October 18. On 
October 24 the Treaty of Tien-Sin was signed. 

This autumn the Boui\)OTia ^^et^ ei^g^VV^d fcom Naples by 
Garibaldi. 
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On November 6, Abraham Lincoln was made President of the 
United States, and from this time the defection of the Southern 
States commenced. 

1861t — ^Parliament was opened February 6. 

At the beginning of the year the Southern States of America 
seceded. On February 8 their delegates assembled at Mont- 
gomery, and agreed to a Constitution and Provisional Govern- 
ment, of which Jefferson Davis was declared President. 

Commencement of the American Civil Wab. April 19. — 
Blockade of the Southern Ports proclaimed. 

The Session was uneventful, and there 'were no great party 
debates. Votes of thanks were passed in both Houses to the 
Army and Navy engaged in the Chinese Expedition. The death 
of Count Cavour, the Italian Prime Minister, called forth ex- 
pressions of deep regret from all parties. 

Parliament was prorogued August 6. 

October 31. — A Convention was signed between England, 
France, and Spain, to combine in an expedition to enforce their 
respective claims against the Government of Mexico. The United 
States refused to join. 

November 8. — The English mail steamer, Trml, was boarded 
by the Officers of the United States frigate, San Jacinto, and 
Messrs. Mason and Slidell, Commissioners of the Confederate 
Government, were taken off. On November 80 orders were sent 
to Lord Lyons to leave America in seven days, unless the United 
States Government immediately gave them up. Mr. Seward 
acceded to the demand, and they were given up December 27. 
But for this concession, war would have certainly broken out 
between England and the United States. 

Death of the Prince Consort, December 14. 

1862. — Parliament opened on February 6. The chief point in 
the Eoyal Speech was the death of the Prince Consort. The 
Session was even more uneventful than the last — there were no 
party debates and no great measures carried. 

On M&j 14 the 2nd reading ot t\ie CYiTadCL^^^Vfe^ ^<:J^xwi. 
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Bill was moved by Sir John Trelawnj, bnt was negatiyed by 287 
to 286. An amendment, declaring it to be nnjnst to abolish 
Church Rates before some other fond had been provided by Par- 
liament, was carried by 288 to 271. 

With reference to the American Civil War, Lord Bussell said, 
that our Government held the Blockade of the Sonthem Ports to 
be efficient, and had respected it accordingly, and that England 
had done nothing to aggravate the bitterness of the contest. 

Parliament was prorogued August 7. 

The International Exhibition at Brompton lasted from May to 
November. 

In April the great distress in the Cotton Manufacturing Districts 
began, in consequence of the Blockade of the Southern Ports in 
the United States ; the distress increased during all this year, and 
reached its climax about Chri8tmas,when about half a million people 
were dependent upon charity and parochial fimds. During the 
summer of 186B the distress was on the wane. At that time about 
two millions had been contributed to the various relief funds. 

1863. — ^Parliament was opened February 6. 

In the Queen's Speech reference was made to the protection 
of the Ionian Isles being resigned ; to the patient endurance 
shown by the cotton manufacturers under their severe privations ; 
and to the continued maintenance of a neutral position towards 
the contending parties in the United States. 

On March 27 Mr. Forster called attention to the fitting out of 
vessels of war for the Confederates in our ports. The Solicitor- 
General replied that the Government had acted with good faith 
towards the United States ; they were anxious tp enforce the law,, 
but must have legal evidence of its infraction. 

There were many discussions during the Session relative to 
our neutral position with regard to America, and to our remon- 
strances with Russia against her cruelty towards Poland, and 
with regard to the Schleswig-Holstein difficulty. 

On April 18 Sir G. C. Lewis, Secretary of State for War, died. 

Pariiament was prorogued Jul^ ^B. 

During the year the American War cwiVhsKafc^* 
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The Polish War commenoed in J&nnary, and the Poles yainly 
appealed for help ; thongh England, France, and Austria remon- 
strated with Russia. 

The Prince of Wales married the Princess Alexandra of 
Denmark on March 10. 

1864. — Parliament opened February 4, In the Queen's 
Speech reference was made to the war in Denmark, the war in 
New Zealand, the cession of the Ionian Isles to Greece and the 
continued depression of the cotton trade. 

April 4. — ^Mr. Stansfeld, a Junior Lord of the Admiralty, re- 
signed his office, in consequence of his friendship with Mazzini, 
who had been implicated in a plot against the life of the Emperor 
of the French ; he was succeeded by Mr. Ghilders. 

April 18. — Mr. Lowe, Vice-President of the Board of Educa- 
tion, resigned his office, in consequence of an adverse Tote (101 
to 98), passed on April 12, on a resolution referring to the reports 
of the Inspectors of Schools being garbled and mutilated. On a 
debate on the subject, on 12th May, Mr. Lowe*s yindication was 
allowed to have been complete. 

July 1 to 8. — There was a great party debate, in the House of 
Commons, on Mr. Disraeli's motion, condemnatory of the Minis- 
terial policy with reference to the Danish War, On the division 
there was a majority of 18 for the Goyemment (818 to 295). 
At the same time a division on the same subject, in the House 
of Lords, showed a majority of 9 against the Government (177 
to 168). 

Parliament was prorogued July 29 : the Message stating 
that her Majesty deeply regretted that they had been unable to 
bring about a reconciliation between Denmark and Germany, and 
that the American Civil War continued. 

The war of Austria and Prussia against Denmark, January 21 
to May 12 ; then, after an armistice of six weeks, renewal of 
hostilities, June 26 to August 1. Peace, October 20. During 
the war England made various vain attempts at a settlement. 

In April Garibaldi visited England. 

Jime 1. — The Ionian Isles "were ^os^Vj ^^^w^Vft ^t^^^A* 
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Jnne 19. — ^The Confedehiie eroiser, Alabama j which had 
been the North American- sconrge for neaily two years, was snnk, 
in the English Channel, by the Federal corvette Kearsage. 

From November 12 to November 1865, there was war in India, 
against the Bhootanese. 

1865. — ^Parliament opened February 7. Reference was made 
in the Queen's Speech to the continuance of the civil war in 
America, and of the war in New Zealand, and to the proposed 
confederacy of our North American Colonies. 

April 2. — Mr. Cobden died. 

April 14. — Murder of President Abraham Lincoln, by one 
Booth, in a Theatre at Washington. Unanimous addresses, ex- 
pressive of sorrow and indignation, passed in both Houses on 
the receipt of the news. 

On July 2 attention was called to the case of Mr, Consul 
Cameron, who had been thrown into prison by the King of 
Abysinnia. Mr. Layard endeavoured to clear himself, and to 
throw all the blame on the absent. 

July 8 a resolution was passed unanimously in the House of 
Commons, with reference to Lord Chancellor Westbury and the 
Edmunds case, in which the Lord Chancellor had granted a re- 
tiring pension to a man against whom a charge of corrupt dealing 
was pending, and put his own son into the office. The House of 
Commons declared that this grant of the pension showed a 
laxity of practice and want of caution with regard to the public 
interests on the part of the Lord Chancellor. In consequence of 
this vote Lord JVestbury resigned the next day. He was suc- 
ceeded by Lord Cranworth. 

July 6. — ^Parliament prorogued and dissolved. General 
election commenced July 10. 

The Civil Wab in America tebminated May 26, on the 
surrender of the Confederate General, Eirby Smith. 

Cattle Plague begun June 19, spread rapidly during the 
autumn and winter. 

October 18. — ^Lobd Palmsbl^bto^ i>tki>^ ^^<&Sl ^\^ ^fber having 
been almost continxLOXiBly m oi&cQ Ion ix»vt\^ "oa!^ ^«a3%« ^<^ 
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was buried at Westminster Abbey, October 27. The Cabinet 
remained almost unchanged, Eabl Bussell BEcoHiNa Pbemier, 
Lord Clarendon taking the Foreign Office, and Mr. Gladstone 
becoming leader in the House of Commons. 

October 13. — Insurrection of Negroes in Jamaica promptly 
suppressed by Governor Eyre. A Commission, under Sir H. 
Storks, sent out to inquire into the disturbances and the measures 
taken in suppressing them. 

Fenian Conspiracy in Ireland. Stephens, the Head-Centre, 
was arrested, but escaped from gaol. 

1866. — The New Parliament opened February 1. Mr. Evelyn 
Denison was re-elected as Speaker. On February 6 the Queen 
opened the business of the House for the first time since the death 
of the Prince Consort in 1861 ; 'the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Cranworth, standing just below her, and reading the Speech. 
Eeference was made to the termination of the American Civil 
War, the late melancholy events in Jamaica, the Cattle Plague, 
and the Fenian Conspiracy. The Address was voted in the 
House of Lords without a division, and by 846 to 25 in the 
Commons. 

March 21. — The Jamaica Inquiry terminated. The Com- 
missioners praised Governor Eyre for his vigour in suppressing the 
rebellion, but considered that the punishments inflicted had been 
excessive. 

L*eland being in a very disturbed state owing to tlie Fenian 
Conspiracy, the Habeas Corpus was suspended, the Act passing 
through all its stages, almost unanimously, on February 17. 

March 12. — ^Mr. Gladstone introduced the Oovemment Reform 
Bill, reducing the qualification of the Borough occupiers to 7L, even 
where the landlords compounded for rates, and giving the Franchise 
to lodgers paying 101. a year. The County Occupier's qualifica- 
tion was to be reduced to lU, The redistribution of seats was to 
be brought in in a subsequent measure. The bill was opposed by 
the Conservatives and many of the Liberals, both on account of 
the amount of the reduction, and because thA t^%\35^^^^^ ^ 
seais wbb not included* After a debate, vAsi^\d£XA^Tsi%^ \£ksg^% 
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the seeond reading wbs carried April 27, by 818 to 818 ; but 
Mr. Gladstone j^elded the second point, and brought in his Bill 
for the Bedistribiition of Seats on May 7 ; and on May 28 the 
House went into Committee on both bills together. On the 18th 
June Lord Dnnkellin mored, as an amendment, that ' rateable 
Talne ' be substituted for ' dear yearly Talne,' which, ftfter an 
animated debate, was carried against the Government^ by 815 to 
304. In consequence of this adverse vote notice was -given, on 
June 26, in both Houses, of thb Resignation of thk Mdostbt. 

The parliamentaiy history of Lord Palmerston's last Govern- 
ment was not brilliant, and the legislation was of an unostenta- 
tious, even if of a useful, character. 

Among the principal acts passed may be enumerated : — 

The Condensation of the Criminal Law, by Lord Westbuiy, 
in 1861. 

The Improved System of Parochial Assessments, by Mr. 
VilUers, in 1662. 

The Government Annuities' Act, by Mr. Gladstone, in 1864. 

The period was one of transition : public opinion was becom- 
ing matured by discussion of important topics, but little was 
actually done. This was partly because public attention was much 
directed to foreign afiairs, chiefly to the American Civil War, 
and partly on account of Lord Palmerston's known antipathy 
to domestic change. The advanced Liberals all took great excep- 
tion to his Government, on account of its large militaiy and naval 
expenditure, and its mdifferenee to Parliamentary IMbrm, the 
Ballot, the Abolition of Church Rates, &c. ; and in this feeling 
of dissatis&ction there is little doubt that Lord Russell and 
Mr. Gladstone shared. 

The elections of the autumn of 1865 returned a c<Hnputed 
majority of 70 members for Lord Palmerston's policy ; but, as 
he died in October, he never met the New Parliament. 

The change caused by his death, placing Lord Russell and 

Mr. Gladstone at the head of the Cabinet, at once brought on 

the question of Reform, and before Parliament had met Govern- 

^ent bad collected the necesftar^ e\«c\Ain\ ^'d^i'^^c.^^ but Mr. 

^^Btone was unable, at ttiat Wme, Vo V^c^ Sisi^\as«i»iL ^^cN.^ 
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united, and it was the opposition of some of them (who had 
retired into, what Mr. Bright called, **a Political Cave of 
AduUam^'') which led to the defeat of the Ministry. 

Owing to the change of Ministry Mr. Gladstone's hill for 
converting twenty-fonr millions of the puhlic deht into annnities, 
terminahle in 1885, and Mr. Chichester Fortescue's hill, relating 
to the Land Tenure in Ireland, hy which the outgoing tenant was 
to he allowed compensation for unezbausted improYements, were 
both abandoned. 



EARL OP DERBY'S TflIRD ADMINISTRATION. 

ON HIS BETIBEMENT IN FEBBUABT, 1868, THE MINISTBT WAd 

CABBIED ON BT 

MR. DISRAELI. 

THE CABINET. 



1. Premier 

2. Lord Cbanoellor .. 
8. Lord Pres. Gonneil . 

4. Lord FrivySeal. . . . 

5. ChaneeUor of the 

Excheqaer 

6. Home Secretary . . . 



7. Foreign Seeretaiy. . 

8. Colonial Secretary . 

9. War Seeretary .... 

10. Secretary for India. 

11. First Lord of the 

Admiralty 

12. Chief Com.of Works 

18. President of Board 
of Trade 

14. President of Poor- 
Law Board 

15. CbMD. of the Dnohy 
ofLaneuter .... 



Earl of Derby (8rd time). 

Lord Chelmsford. 

Ihike of BncMngham became Seere- 
tary for Colonies. 
Doke of Marlborooflth, March 8, 1887. 

Earl lialmesboiy. 



Mr. Disraeli, Leader in Commons. 

Mr. Spencer Walpole, resigned May, 
1867, bat continued to sit in 
Cabinet. 

Mr. Chithome Hardy. 

Lord Stanley. 

Earl Carnarvon, resigned. 

Duke of Buckingham, March 8, 1867. 

Oeneral Peel resigned. 

Sir John Pakington. March 8, 1867. 

Lord Cranbome resigned. 

Sir Stafford Northcote, March 8, 1867 



Sir John Pakington, became Secre- 
tary for War. 
Mr. H. T. Cony, March 8, 1867. 

Lord John Manners. 



Sir Stafford Northcote,became Secre- 
tary for India. 
Duke of Richmond, March 8, 1867. 



Mr. Chithome Hardy, became Home 

Secretary. 
Earl of De^on, MMNih, IBftl. 



Ministry recast by 
Mr. Disraeli, Feb. 28, 1868 . 



Mr. Disraeli. 
Lord Cairns. 
Duke of Mazlborongh. 



Earl Mahnesbory, nomi- 
nal Leader in the Upper 
House. 

Mr. a. W. Hunt. 

Mr. Gathome Hardy. 



LordStanlqr. 

Duke of Bneking^tam. 

Sir John PaUngton. 

Sir Stafford Northcote. 

Mr. H. T. Cony. 

Lord John Manners. 
Duke of Richmond. 

Earl of Dercm. 



Earl of De^on. 

Colonel W. Palten, txom S^an» 
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EARL OF DERBY'S THIRD ADMINISTRATION. 

ON HIS BETIREMENT IN FEBRUABY, 1868, THE MINISTRY WAS 

CARRIED ON BY 

MR. DISRAELI. 

jFrom— June 26, 186B, to December 3, 1868. 

Duration — 2 years and 161 days. 

Reign — Victoria. 

Party — Conservative. 

Principal Events — Abyssinian War, Reform Bill, Debates on the Irish 

Church. 
Parliament Dissolved — November 11, 1866, for the electi()n of the new 

Reformed Parliament. 
Speaker of the House of Commons — Mr. J. Evelyn Denison. 

1866* — The Ministry was not constructed till July 9. Lord 
Derby had in vain tried to get '' the AduUamites '* (Mr. Horsman, 
Mr. Lowe, Earl Grosvenor, Lord Elcho, &c.,J to join him. In 
his opening statement Lord Derby said that the Government 
would endeavour to maintain friendly relations with all foreign 
Powers, — that he was unpledged to reform, and therefore he 
would not introduce a Reform Bill unless he saw a fair prospect 
of carrying it. For the remainder of the Session there were no 
party questions raised. Owing to the Fenian conspiracy the 
Habeas Corpus Suspension Act was renewed for another six 
months, though not without some opposition. 

On July 28 a popular meeting in Hyde Park having been for- 
bidden, an immense crowd collected, and, finding the gates shut, 
tore down the Park railings. 

Parliament was prorogued, August 10. 

Uie New Atlantic Cable completed, 

1867. — ^During the winter tteie "v^^ii^ ^^%»V ^^Vai^^i?!^ >si. *^^ 
eBst of London, 
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Pftriiament wbs opened by the Qaeen, February 5. 

The Fenian disturbances increasmg, and the conspiracy appa- 
rently widening, the Habeas Corpus Suspension was extended for 
another year. 

Reform demonstrations took pkee in London. On the 
subject of Befobm the Government were yacillating, and acknow- 
ledged that they had no definite plan of their own, but were 
willing to accept whatever the House thought best, — in fact, to 
delegate to the House the chief duty of an administration, viz., 
the initiation of measures. 

On February 11 Mr. Disraeli informed the House that he 
would proceed by means of resolutions. On Februaiy 25 he 
explained the Government proposals respecting Reform (''The 
Ten Minutes Bill"). On February 26 he announced that the 
Government Reform resolutions would be withdrawn and a bill 
introduced, which was done on the 18th March. 

On the 2nd March Lord CrMibomSf Lord Carnarvon^ and 
General Peel resigned their seats in the Cabinet, as they were 
unable to acquiesce in all Mr. Disraeli's quickly-changing plans. 
The Cabinet was accordingly readjusted, and the Dukes of Rich- 
mond and Marlborough and Mr. Corry joined it. 

The whole Session was taken up in Reform Debates. In May 
a large public demonstration was about to take place in Hyde 
Park, and the Government almost produced a riot by forbidding 
it to take place in the Park, — calling out special constables, and 
then, on the day before, cancelling all their former orders and 
allowing the meeting to be held in the Park. It consequently 
passed off quite quietly, as the other meetings in Leeds, &c., had 
done. Mr. Walpole resigned his portfolio as Home Secretary 
in consequence of the general dissatisfEustion expressed at his 
vacillation, but he continued to sit in the Cabinet. 

The bill was in Committee from April 11 to July 15, and 
underwent various changes, — every point being the subject of 
debates and divisions. The Government, however, showed them- 
selves willing to yield to pressure upon all points, and to discard 
^ clauBea which might pio^e oWoiioxk^. ^V^t^ ^^r%!& ^^t^<^ dAubt 
«« to whether the Leader oi i\ie "ELoxiAft -^ox^^Xi^ ^iWv^ Xft ^«xr^\s!a^ 
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party with him in his work of concession. But he managed to 
** educate ** them in a surprising manner, and on August 15 the 
hill received the Boyal Assent and became law, but in a form very 
different from its original design. It emerged from these long 
debates an ill-arranged, democratic measure, — the checks having 
been, one by one, withdrawn, and the requirements of the most 
advanced Beformers satisfied by concessions. It was sent forth 
by its nominal author characterized as *^ a leap in the dark " and 
'' a great experiment," and recommended by him rather as a 
politic settlement than as an advantageous change. The Irish 
and Scotch Beform Bills were postponed. 

July 15. — Sir S. Northcote stated that no measures of force 
were in contemplation against Abyssinia. On the 25th Lord 
Stanley spoke to the like effect. 

August 21. — ^Parliament was prorogued, — ^the Queen's Speech 
saying that a peremptory demand fo^ the release of the prisoners in 
Abyssinia had been sent. Immediately after the prorogation 
Government went to war with Abyssinia, sending their formal 
letter, September 9. 

Sir Bobert Napier was appointed Commander-in-Chief, with 
carte blanche as to expenses. 

November 19. — ^Parliament opened to vote supplies for the 
Abyssinian Expedition, The Government, afraid of putting the 
whole expenditure upon the nation by whom and for whose sole 
sake the war had been undertaken, actually voted that a part of 
the expense should be borne by the Exchequer of India, whose 
people were ignorant of, and whose rulers had had nothing to do 
with, except to deprecate, the war. 

In July the Government had given a State ball at a large 
expense to the Sultan of Turkey in Europe, and had sanctioned 
the payment of that ball out of the revenues of India in Asia — the 
reason given being that the Sultan was of the Mahommedan reli- 
gion, and there were a good many of that same religion in India. 

The debates on the Abyssinian War, and the Blue Book, 
showed that the immediate cause of the war was King Theodore's 
indignation at never receiving a re^lj to ^ V'bS.Wt ^^^asjSa. V^ 
addressed to the Queen, and "w\i\c\i '?iaa mv^'eKii iot ^<s^ ^^^^ 
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yean when Lord Bussell wbs Seerrtaij and Mr. I^ymrd Under- 
Seeretarj iar Foreign AflUrs. 

The Fenian disturbances eoniinned, and eohninated in an 
explosion of gonpowder, hy which the wall of derkemwell Prison 
was hlown down and about twelve innocent pec^le were killed and 
one hundred and twenty were wounded. 

1868- — ^Parliament met again February 18 ; and shortly after, 
the Government stated that they were prepared witili an Irish 
poUcy. In a debate in the Lords, February 24, Earl Russell 
insisted that it was necessary to satisfy Ireknd about the Church, 
which was regarded by the Irish as a badge of conquest. The 
Duke of Richmond, in reply, said the Govemment policy was to be 
promulgated in the House of Commons. But this was for a time 
postponed, as on February 25 Lord Derby resigmkd ths Pre- 
MisRSHip on account of failing health, and left Mr. Disraeli to 
recast and carry on the Ministry. 

Mr. Disraeli re-formed the Ministry — ^making but little change, 
except that he induced Lord Chelmsfdrd to resign the Chancellor- 
ship, — replacing him by Sir Hugh Cairns, and making Mr. Hunt 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Almost the first act he had to per- 
form was to renew the suspension of the Habeas Corpus in Ireland. 

In his opening speech he announce that he was going to 
adopt a *' truly liberal policy," and that Lord Mayo, the Chief 
Secretary, would unfold the Government policy proposed for Ireland. 

On March 10 Lord Mayo, in announcing the policy for 
Ireland, admitted the gravity of the crisis, and said that the Govern- 
ment had no disinclination to the proposal of '' leveWng up** the 
other churches in Ireland to a position of greater equality with the 
Established Church; but that they did strongly object to '' levelling 
flown.** After a long debate Mr. Gladstone stated that the 
Government had entirely failed to realize the greatness of the 
Irish crisis, and that if any good were to be done by meddling 
with the Church in Ireland it must be by putting an end to its 
existence as a State Church. In reply Mr. Disraeli declared that, 
though ike present HouBe ^wa^ com^^\A\i\» \a %jit^^i the policy of 
levelling np, they were not comT^eVeii\» \.o ^cvi^o^ . 
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From that moment the Liberal party became united imder 
Mr. Gladstone, and ceased to be, what it had not inaptly been 
characterized, '' a mere rabble.*' 

On March 28 Mr. Gladstone introduced his Resolution fob 
Disestablishment. Lord Stanley on that moved, as an amend- 
ment, that though considerable mo^fications were required, yet the 
time was inopportune. 

Mr. Hardy said that the Government would never surrender 
the Irish Church, 

On April 14 Lord Stanley's amendment was lost by a majority 
of 61. But Mr. Disraeli took no notice of this defeat ; and ou 
May 1 Mr. Gladstone carried his first resolution by a majority of 65. 

A few days previously some ill-feeling was excited by Lord 
Derby, who had now no seat in the Cabinet, advising the 
Ministry to treat with contempt the adverse votes of the Lower 
House, and not to resign until an appeal had been made to the 
new constituencies. 

Mr. Disraeli, however, proceeded to Osborne, and tendered 
HIS resignation to the Queen, in consequence of the above 
adverse votes. On May 4 he stated in the House the result of his 
interview. He said that her Majesty had refused to accept his 
resignation, and had given him authority to dissolve Parliament 
as soon as the public business would permit. The Opposition 
resented this, alleging that the advice he had given her Majesty 
was unconstitutional ; and three nights were occupied in debates 
abounding in invective and recrimination. 

On May 7 Mr. Gladstone passed his two remaining resolutions 
without division, — the Ministry only recording their negative. 

On May 12 the Queen gave her assent to the Besolutions. 

On May 18 Mr. Gladstone introduced his Suspensory Bill to 
prevent for a limited time [until August 1, 1869] new appointments 
in the Church of Lreland. The bill passed by a majority of 54, 
and passed through committee, June 5. It was sent up to the 
Lords, and, after great and animated debates, was rejected by a 
majority of 95. 

Supplementary Reform Bills fot SeoWasA wA "Vt^^^wA^ *^vi, 
Boandary Bill and Corrupt Practices 'B\\V,^«t«i ^^ssfc^,*^«^^ 
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not in the fbnn introdaeed bjthe GoneniiBent; ^^., in the Seotch 
bill the eonnt J fruichifle wis to be detamined by the rental, and 
not bj the rating value, — thos rerening, two Tears lata-, the vote 
thai broogbt the Goyenunent into office. 

In passing the Mutiny Ad the nsoal words, '* £ar the purpose 
of maintaining the balanee of powor in Enn^e,'* were omitted. 

The Abysfiman Expedition was eutirefy soeeessfol, and the 
prisoners were resened. Sir Robert Napier was accordingly feted 
and raised to the peerage. 

Flogging was abolished in the army in time of peace. 

In the beginning of the Session Mr. Gladstone's Bill for the 
abolition of Compulsory Church Rate* was passed. 

Parliament was pronged, July 81. 

All the evils attending Government by a ItGnistiy possessing 
a minority in the House of Conmions were realized during this 
Session ; viz., fierce personal discussions and recriminations 
unchecked by a powerful D^Gnistry, — ^Bills passed in a mangled 
and inconsistent form, — ^the principles of Parliamentary Govern- 
ment violated, and the dignity of both Houses impaired. 

In November part.tamknt was dissolved. 

The General Elections took place between November 16 and 
December 2. They turned almost entirely on the Irish Church 
question ; or, in other words, may be said to have taken the sense 
of the country on the simple question, '' Shall Mr. Disraeli or 
Mr. Gladstone be Premier ? " Public elcitement ran high 
throughout the country, and culminated in the election for South 
West Lancashire, where Mr. Gladstone was defeated. He had, 
however, been already returned for Greenwich. 

Before the termination of the elections, however, it was 
manifest that the Liberals would have a majority of over 100 in 
the House. Mb. Disraeli accobdinglt bbsigned, and on the 
2nd December he issued his circQlar to the Conservatives through 
the Press, stating that he had resigned, finding himself with so large 
a majority against him; << though,'' he added, " he would continue 
to give an uncompromising resistance to the disestablishment of 
the Irish Church, which, ^e \)e\\eivedL, ^o\i^ \^^ ^^<»ste\^s in its 
effects, and rife with calamity to soc\e\7j wA VSaa ^NaXfe^ 
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1868; 



^'v 



THE CABINET. 



1. Premier Mr. Gkdrtone. 

2. Lord r m i den t of Coancil . Eul de Grt. 

3. Lord ameellar- _ Loid Haliierfej. 

4. Lord PrifT Sod ._ Enl of Kimbcriej. 

5. Chancellnr of the Exdicgngr .. Mr. Lowe. 
€. Home Secreteiy Mr. Bnioe. 

7. Foveign Secretuj Eeri of Clemidoii. 

8. CdoDiel Sea^UTT { ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^* ^^"^ 

f . War SeonetaiT _ Mr. GudwcIL 

10. Secretaiy for Indut „ Duke of Aigj IL 

11. Fint Lord of tiie Admirmlt; Mr. Hugh C. E. CKUders. 

12. President of Board of Tnde.. .. Mr. John Bright. 
IS. Preddent of Poor Law Board. Mr. Goechen. 

14. Poitmaster-Geiieral ^ Marqiiia of HartiiigtoD. 



MR. GLADSTONE'S ADMINISTRATION. 

From — December 10, 1868. 

Duration — 

Beign — Victoria. 

Party — Liberal. 

Principal Event — Disestablisbment of the Irish Church. 

Parliament Dissolved — 

Speaker of the House of Commons — ^Mr. J. E. Denison. 

1868. — Owing to the nnnsual circumstance of the resignation 
of the late Ministry taking place when Parliament was not sitting 
[the only other instance being that of Lord Goderich in 1827, bat 
he had never sat in Parliament as Prime Minister], some diffi- 
culty and delay was necessarily experienced in the formation of 
the Cabinet. Sir Ronndell Palmer refased the Chancellorship 
on account of his not agreeing in Mr. Gladstone's Irish policy. 
Mr. Bright declined a State Secretaryship, but accepted the Board 
of Trade. Arrangements were, however, almost complete by the 
10th December ; though, when Parliament was opened, the new 
J^inistry were represented in the House by Mr. Ayrton, one of 
the Secretaries of the Treasury, the new Cabinet Ministers not 
having seats in the House until their re-election. Mr. John 
Evelyn Denison was re-elected Speaker. 

1869. — Parliament met on 16th February. 

The record of this Session is little else but a history of the Bill 
for the Disestablishment and Disendowment of the Ibish 
Church. Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Sullivan, the Attorney-General 
for Ireland, were generally believed to be the chief framers of the 
draft bill. 

The passage of the bill through the House of Commons ex- 
tended over thirteen weeks, tlie mett&\&xQ \ivmL%^^^\l^s!^^^ 
by the Prime Minister on March 4. Ou V^i^^ ^'^^ ^'^ "^^^ai^ ^««&i^ 
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the debate on the second reading began, and it was continued 
until the morning of the 24th, when Mr. Disraeli's amendment 
for its rejection was negatived by 368 to 260. On April 15 
Mr. Gladstone moved 'Hhat the House go into committee on the 
bill," when Mr. Newdegate interposed with an adverse amend- 
ment, which, after one night's debate, was rejected by 855 to 229. 
On the next evening the House commenced the consideration of 
the bill in committee, and Mr. Disraeli at once moved the omission 
of the second clause dissolving the legislative union between the 
established churches of England and Ireland. The clause was 
affirmed by 304 to 221. On the 19th Mr. Hardy moved "that 
the date of the separation should be 1872 instead of 1871," but 
this was negatived by 301 to 194. In all there were twenty- two 
divisions upon the bill, and all of them with the same result, " the 
tyrant majority " not allowing any of the amendments, but sending 
the bill up to the Lords very much in its original form. The 
average majorities were 112, the highest 146, and the lowest 86, 
which was on Mr. Disraeli's amendment, proposing to alter the 
date for dealing with private endowments. The bill was read a 
third time on the morning of June 1 by a majority of 114. 

In the House of Lords the debates were far more animated 
than in the Lower House, where the vigour of the Opposition was 
damped by the overwhelming power of the Government. The 
majority in the House of Lords were certainly opposed to the spirit 
of the bill; and yet, after a magnificent debate of many nights, 
the second reading was carried by a majority of 83 — 179 to 146. 

On the opposition side the principal speakers were the Bishop 
of Peterborough — ^whose fervid eloquence was then for the first 
time heard in the House — Lords Derby, Cairns, etc. 

Many of the Peers, such as Lords Salisbury, Devon, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, etc., though opposed to the principle of the 
bill, yet voted for the second reading, under the belief that to 
reject it now would be to lose the opportunity of revising it. 
The principal speakers in favour of the bill were Lords Bussell, 
JSatherley, and the Duke of Argyll, and the Bishop of St. Davids. 
On the whole the debate 'waa ^^oi^^"^ ol >3!qa'^wv.^^ «oAl VJsva ocea- 
ho, and on both sides oi tixe B.oTxae> VJtiei^ ^^ ^^^ ^ssaswifc 
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eloquence. There had been great apprehension of a serious em- 
barrassment in case of a disagreement between the two Houses, 
but this was dispelled by the result of the division. In committee 
the opposition Peers altered the bill in many material points. The 
Lords^ amendments chiefly were : — 

1st. The retention of their seats in the House of Lords by 
the present Irish bishops. 

2nd. The commutation of clerical incomes at fourteen years* 
purchase. 

8rd. The free delivery of parsonages. 

4th. The antedating by one hundred years of the private 
endowments to be retained by the Church, together with the 
Ulster glebes. 

5th. The removal from the preamble of the words stating 
that the surplus is not to be applied to religious purposes, but to 
the advantage of the Irish people, and the annulling of the clause 
devoting the surplus to charitable uses. 

These amendments were rejected by the House of Commons, 
and the bill was returned to the Lords on the 16th July. 

It seemed doubtful how the differences between the two 
Houses would end, when unexpectedly Lord Cairns, as a repre- 
sentative of the Conservatives, had a conference with Lord 
Granville, and a compromise ytq^s come to, which was accepted both 
by the Government and the Opposition. And the bill in this 
form was Anally passed on the 2drd July. The highest praise is 
due to Lord Granville for the able and courteous manner in 
which he performed his extremely difficult duties in conducting 
this bill through a House the majority of whose members were 
adverse to it. The principal features of the compromise were the 
entire abandonment by the Opposition of the first and fourth 
amendments, and the postponement of the fifth to future legis- 
lation. 

The peaceful settlement of this great question, the most 
important which for years has occupied the Houses of Parliament, 
was a great triumph for Mr. Gladstone. The success of this 
measure, which, giving the appeaiwiee oi ya&\» vsA ^0551^ Hst^a?^- 
ment, will, doubtless, carry Bat\st^\i\oiL wA ^a\s^«iJ^ss\ss!^ \si "^^ 
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hearts of that large portion of the Irish people, which has long 
suffered under laws — mitigated, indeed, as compared with the 
odious severity of former legislation, hut still stamped with the 
mark of inequality and injustice — is a suhject of just gratification 
to the great Liheral party in the whole kingdom, and to the 
leaders hy whose exertions it was achieved. 

Although this Session was the Session of the Irish Church 
Bill and little else, yet some measures of considerahle importance 
were carried. A new Bankruptcy Bill was passed ; and also the 
Endowed Schools BUI, which has gone far to afford the middle 
classes a hope that the charitable foundations of former ages may 
now be turned to practical use. 

Government also completed the arrangements, entered into 
last year, for the purchase of the Telegraphs ; adding, however, a 
provision for a monopoly. 

The attempt to initiate popular measures in the House of 
Lords was not successful, for the Scotch Parochial Schools Bill 
was so transformed by the Lords before it was sent down to 
the Commons, that the Lord- Advocate had to bring in a new one ; 
thereby causing some confusion. 

Mr. Sullivan, the Mayor of Cork, having made use of seditious 
language at a Fenian banquet, became, for a short time, a man of 
mark; for in order to remove him from his Mayoralty it was 
found necessary to pass a special Act of Parliament declaring him 
unworthy to hold office. Mr. Sullivan's timely resignation happily 
removed the necessity of bringing in such a bill of Pains and 
Penalties. 

The University Tests Bill, which was passed by the Commons, 
was rejected by the Lords. 

The site of the new Law Courts was much discussed. 

Parliament was prorogued August 11. 

During the recess, public attention was much directed to the 
prevalence of corrupt practices at Parliamentary elections, especi- 
ally at Beverley and Bridgewater, where the disclosures made at 
the inquiry were of a surprising nature. 

On the 2Srd October Lord Dcrbij ^fe^, ^^x ^ ^-^^^ ^s\d 
most painful illness, borne mtix exeTXi^\«r3 ^^y;\«ttR.^\\s^ ^^Jwi^ 
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event the Conservatives lost a leader whose character, position, and 
abilities had made him universally respected. 

On November 6 the Queen went in state to the City, and 
publicly opened Blackfriars Bridge, and the Holbom Valley 
Viaduct. The erection of the former of these had cost d50,000Z., 
and that of the latter, with its approaches, upwards of two 
millions. 

In November, Mr. Layard went as Minister to Madrid. 
Mr. Ayrton succeeded him as First Commissioner of Works. 
Mr. Stansfeld became Financial Secretary to the Treasury ; and 
Mr. W. H. Gladstone was appointed a Junior Lord of the 
Treasury. 
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